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T O T H E

PRINCE ROYAL
F

t* R U S S I A'

Dear Brother,

HAVING lately employed fome leifure

Hours in drawing up an abridgment of

the hiftory of the houfe of Brandenburg, I

thought proper to addrefs this work to yon,

who are one day to be the ornament of this

hiflory ; to you who are next heir to the crown,

and to whom I have confecrated all my toils and
perils. It is true you were acquainted with
the anions' of your anceflors, before I under-

took to commit them to writing : therefore the

pains I have taken in making this extraft, can

be of no other ufe to you than to recal them to

your memory. I have treated the fubje<ft with
freedom and impartiality, fo as to exhibit the

princes of your houfe in thieir real colours. The
fame pen which has drawn the civil and mili-

tary virtues of the great Ele6lor, has glanced at

the foibles of the iirfl: king of Pruffia, and thofe

palTions which in the order of Providence cori-
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t^ibuted afterwards to raife thishoufeto itspr^'

f^nt pitch of grandeur. I have divefted my-,

felf of all manner of prejudice, and confiderc^

princes and relations only as other men. Far
from being biaffed by the weight of power, of
from idolizing my anceftors, I have freely con-

demned their vices, becaufe vice fhould find no^

;^atronage on the throne : I have commended
virtue in thofe whom it adorned ; but guarded
againft the enthufiafm which it naturally in-

fpires ; to the end that nothing but truth, in

Rer plain and native drefs, fliould reign through-

out this hiftory. If mortals may be allowed to-

dive into the fecrets of futurity, and after an-

Inveftigation of principles to reafon on the con-
fequences, I imay venture to predi<5f, from the
knowledge I have of your character,- a lading

profperity to this empirci It is not the fugge-

ilion of a blind and paffionate afFe<5lion, nor the

bafe language of flattery> which both of us e°

qually deteft, but it is truth itfelf that obliges

me to tell you, with an inward fatisfa(5i:ion, thatv

you have rendered yourfelf worthy of the rank

to which your birth has called you, and of the

title of Defender of your country, by
bravely venturing your life in her caufe. If you
did not think it beneath you to pafs through

the different degrees of military fubordinationj

it is becaufe you judged, that to be \i^orthy of
command, you ought firft to learn to obey; it-

is becaufe your moderation forbade you to plume
yourfelf with that empty glory which vulgar-

princes are" apt to afTume upon the experience

oi veteran captains. Your ohief and con^ant
2im
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aim is the good of your country : hence ycoi

have filenced ev^ry paifion, and fet every view

of private intereft afide, whenever it was your

duty to appear in her defence. It was from

this fame principle that Boufflers ofFered

himfelf to the king of France in the campaign

of 1709, and ferved under Villars; who
received him with the following compliment j

" Such a coUegue, Sir, as you, I ihall always
" confider as my mailer." It is not only on
that coolnefs and prefence of mind which no
perils can difcompofe, nor on that bravery and
prudent refolution which you have always ex-

erted in decifive moments, and by which the

troops have often diftinguilhed you as one of

the chief inflruments of their vidlory ; it is not,

I fay, on thefe virtues only that I ground my
hopes,- and thofe of the public : the braveft

kings have often made their fubjefts unhappy

;

witnefs the military ardour of Francis I. and
Charles XII. andfo many other princes, who
have been upon the brink of ruin themfelves, or

ruined their country, by excefs of ambition.

Permit me to tell you, it is the gentlenefs and
humanity of your difpofition ; it is the fincere,

the unfeigned tears which you ihed, when a
fudden accident had like to have ended my days

;

that I look upon as the fure marks of your vir-

tue, and as pledges of the happinefs of thofe

whom heaven has deflined to be one day under
your government. A heart fufceptible of friend-

ship is fuperior to bafe ambition ; for your
part, you know no other rule of condu6l than
juilice, and have no other defire than that of

preferving
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preferving theefteem of wife and virtuous merii

Thus thought the Antoninus's, the Titus's,'

the Trajans, thofe heft of princes, who have

been juftly called the delight of human kind.

How happy am I, Dear Brother, to behold my
neareft and moft beloved relation poffeiTed of fo

many virtues ! Heaven has given me a foul fen-

fible to the imprelTions of m^rit, and a heart

capable of gratitude; ties which, joined ta

thofe of nature, will bind me for ever to you.

With thefe fentiments you have been long indeed

acquainted ; but I am glad I have the opportu-

nity of repeating them to you at the head of this

work, and, as it were, in the prefence of the

whole univerfe. I am with friendship and e=

fteem>

Dear Brother,

Your faithful brothel

and fervanty

FREDERIC.



THE

Preliminary Difcourfe.

T T I S T O R Y is looked upon as the fchool of
^ -* princes : it exhibits to their memory the reigns

of thofe foverelgns who were fathers of their country,

and of thofe tyrants who laid it wafte : it points out

the caufes of the increafe and decline of empires :

it difplays fuch a multitude of charadlers, that fome

of them cannot help bearing a refemblance to thofe

ofihe princes in our days ; and while it decides the

reputation of the dead, it pronounces a tacit lentence

on the living. Thus the cenfure, which hiftory paf-

fes on thofe wicked men who are no more, is a mo-
ral lelTon to the prefent generation, by which they

are given to underftand what kind of judgment po-
fterity will form of their condud.

Though the ftudy of hillory is, of all others, the

moft proper for princes, yet it is not lefs ufeful to

private perfons : it is the chain of the feveral events

of paft ages tranfmitted down to our days. Here the

civilian, the politician, and the foldier, learn the con-
nexion of things prefent with the paft : here they

find encomiums beftowed on thofe who faithfully

ferved their country ; and univerfal odium entailed

on the names of fuch as abufed the confidence of

6 their
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iheh fellow-citizens : here, in fine, they are maxfe

wife by the experience of others.

To contract the fphere of our ideas to the ipot we
live on, or to confine our knowledge to our private

duties, is grovelling in the moft ftupid ignorance. But

to penetrate into the remote recefFes of antiquity ;

to comprehend the whole univerfe within the extent

of the mind; is really triumphing over ignorance

and error, is co-exifting with alt ages, and becom-

ing, indeed, a citizen of all places and countries.

As general hiftories prevent our being perplexed

er confounded in regard to that great multiplicity of

events, which have happened in all countries ; as

they conducFt us regularly, from the remoteft anti-

quity, down through the fucceffion of times, by fix-

ing certain epochas, which ferve as refting-places to

the memory : fo particular hiftories have this advan-

tage, that they enter into a detail of the feveral e-

vents which have occurred in an empire, by confining

themfelves entirely to this tingle branch. General

Ifiiftories prefent us, as it were, with a large picture,

filled with a variety of figures, fome of which are co-

vered with filch ftrong fhades as render them too

indiftinft to be difcerned. Particular hiftories pick a

lingle figure out of this piece ; they prefent it to-

the life ; and, giving it every advantage of light and

colours, they enable the public to view it with that

attention which it deferve^.

A man that does not really think he dropt froni

the clouds, or does not date the origin of the world

from the day of his nativity, ought naturally to be

curious of being acquainted with the tranfadions

of different ages and countries. If he is indifferent

with regard to the fate of fo many other nations, that

have'
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have been the fport of fortune, he will be pleafed^ at

leart, with the hiftory of the country he lives in, and
with the relation of the events in which his ance-

ftors were concerned. If an Englifhman, for exam-
ple, has no knowledge of the hiltory of thofe kings

who filled the throne of PeHia ; if his memory is em--

baralfed with that infinite number of popes who ruled

the church, we are ready to excufe him : but we fhall

hardly have the fame indulgence for him, if he is a
ftranger to the original of parliaments, to the cu-

ftoms of his country, and to the different lines of
kings who have reigned in England.

Pruflia is the only civilized country in Europe
whofe hiftory was wanting. I do not rank among
the number of hiftorians a Hartknoch, or a Puffen-

dorff; laborious writers indeed, but who compiled

only fafts, and whole works may be looked upon ra-

ther as hiftorical diftionaries, than real hiftories. Nor
do I recokon a Lockelius, who wrote a tedious chro*

nicle, where, for the pleafure of finding only a fingle

event of importance, we muft be at the trouble of
reading a hundred tirefome pages. This fort of
writers may be compared to labourers, who carefully,

but injudicioufly, coUedt a quantity of materials, which

ly quite ufelefs, till the architect has given them their

proper form, 'Tis as impoflible that thole compile*

ments Ihould conftitute a hiftory, as that a printer's

types Ihbuld make a book, unlefs they are diftributed

in the order requifite for the compofition of words
and fentences.

Young people, who are naturally impatient ; and
men of tafte, whofe time is precious ; are very little

inclined ,to attempt the reading of thefe voluminous

•works. A perfon who is accuftomed only to pamph-

B 2 lets
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lets and fuch flight pieces^ will be frightned at i fo-

lio ; for which reafon the authors above-mentioned

have been but little read, and the hiftory of Branden-

burg and Pruflia was hardly known.

As early as the reign of Frederick I. they grew

fenfible of the neceffity of having an author to digeft

this hiftory into a proper form* Teiffier was invit-

ed from Holland to undertake this work ; but, in-

flead of an hiftory, he wrote a panegyric : and he feems

to have been ignorant, that truth is as eflential to hi-

ftory as the foul to the human body.

Having therefore found this tafli as yet unexecut-

ed, I have ventured to undertake it myfelf, with a

view not only of writing an uleful work, but of pre-

fenting the public with a hiftory which it wanted.

The fads I have taken from the beft authorities I

could find. For the remote ages I had recourfe to

Csefar and Tacitus ; and for latter times I confulted

jLockelius's chronicle, PufFendorff and Hartknoch ;

and efpecially the records and authentic papers of the

royal archives, upon which I have chiefly founded my
memoirs. Fads which are uncetain, I relate as fuch j

and the gapes are left as I found them, I have made
it my rule to be impartial, and to examine the feveral

events with a philofophic indiiFerence, from a con-

vidion that an adherence to trulh is the principal

duty of an hiftorian.

If fome perfons, over nice, fhould be offended^

that I have not placed their anceftors in an advanta-

geous light, I have only one word of reply : it is,

that my intent was not to write a panegyric, but a

hiftory ; and that it is very confiftent to efteem their

perfonal merit, and yet to blame the faults commit-

ted by their forefathers. Befides, it is certain, that
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«o work can have any excellency or real value, that

is not written with freedom ; and that we ought lefs

to relpedl frail and mortal men, than truth which ic

immortal.

Some perhaps will find fault with this abridg-

ment for being too concife ; but it was not my de*

fign to write a long, tedious work. Let a profeflbr,

fcrupuloufly exaft in trifles, condemn me for not

mentioning the name of the cloth that Albert the

Achilles's coat was made of, or the cut of John the

Cicero's band : let a pedant of Ratilbon complain,

that I have not tranlcriSed any of thofe proceedings,

negotiations, conventions, or treaties of peace, which

are to met with in huge volumes : I mind none of

thofe gentlemen ; and I would have them to know,

that 1 do not write for them. I have not leifure to

Ipin out a folio ; Icarce am I able to compafs an hi-

ftorical abridgment : befi^des, I am firmly of opinion,

that no fubjed deferves to be committed to writing

that is not worth retaining.

For this reafbn, I have touched but very flighty

upon the obfcure original, and the in fignificant admi-

niftration of the firft princes of this family. 'Tis

with hifiories as with rivers, which are of no confe-

quence 'till they begin to be navigable. The hiftory

of the houfe of Brandenburg has nothing engaging,

'till the time of John Sigifmund. The acquifition

that prince made of Pruffia, and the fucceflion of

Cleves, which fell to him in right of his wife, are e-

vents of fuch importance as may merit the reader's

attention. From that period, as the matter grew

«pon me, it enabled me to be proportionably diffu-

five.

The thirty years war is far more interefting than

3 3 the
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the difputes between Frederick I. and the Norimberg-

ers, or the csiroufals of Albert the Achilles. This

war^ the marks of -which are ftill vifible in the feve-

ral provinces of the empire, is one of thofe memo-

rable events which every German and Pruffian ought

to be well acquainted with. On the. one fide, we fee

the ambition of the houfe of Auflria, fpreading the

terror of her arms, to eftablifh defpotic power in

the empire ; and on the other, the generous fpirit

of the princes of Germany, contending for their

liberty ; while religion ferved as a pretext alike to

both parties. We fee, likewife, two great kings in-

duced by political views to intermeddle in the affairs

of Germany, 'till they reduce the houfe of Auftria

to confent, by the treaty of Wefi:pha}ia, to the re-e-

iiabliftiment of that balance, which preferves the e-

quilibriura between the ambition of the emperors, and

the liberty of the elefloral college. Events of that

great importance, which influence the moft momen*

tuous concerns even in our days, defervc to be trea-

ted with greater extent and exadnefs ; and, indeed,

I have enlarged upon them as much as the nature of

this work will permit. •

- >,
^

This edition has been revifed, corrected, and im>»

proved, as much as other occupations of a more fe-

rious nature would permit. As the firft edition was

made from an incorre<5t copy, I have endeavoured

to render this more exa6l, as well in confideration of

the matter, as out of regard to the public, whom
every man that writes oyght to refpe(5l.

There has lately appeared a chronological abridg-

ment of the hiftory of France, which may be looked

upon as the quintefTence of the moll remarkable iran-

fadions of that hillory. The judicious author has

had
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iiad the art of embellifiiing even chronology itfeir;

by being well acquainted with that work, a man may
be faid to be thoroughly verfed in the hiftory of

France. Far am I from being fo vain as to think

I have fet off this effay with the fame ornaments ;

but I ftiall think my labour requited, if it fhouid prove

ufeful to our young people, and fave fome time to

fuch of my readers as have none to fpare«

Though I was fenfible of the difficulties which a

German lyes under in writing in a foreign language,,

yet I determined to draw up thefe papers in French,,

becaufe it is the moft pohfhed and the mofl: general

language in Europe ; and it (eems to be in fome
meafure afcertained by the excellent writers in the

reign of Lewis XIV. After all, it is no more iurpri-

fing that a German ftiould; in our days,write in French^

than it was in Cicero's time that a Roman Ihould

write in Greek. I fhall fay no more concerning this

performance, left the preface (hould run to fuch a

length as to exceed the work itfelf. 'Tis the reader's

bufinefs to judge, whether 1 have executed the talk

I undertook^ or have loit my time and labour*

MEMOIRS





MEMOIRS
OF THE

Houfe of Brandenburg,

H E houfe of Brandenburg, or rather that of

Hohenzollern, is fo antient, that its original

is loft in the darknefs of antiquity. I might
indeed relate the fables or the conjedures that have

been formed on its extraftion : but fables ought not

to' be prefented to the public in this judicious and
learned age. It is of little importance that genea-

logifts make it defcend from the houfe of Colonna,

and that, by a grofs miftake, they confound the fceptrc

in the arms of the family of Brandenburg with the

column which that Italian houfe bears in its efcutche-*

ens. In fhort, of little importance is it, that the

counts of Hohenzollern are made to defcend from
"Witikind, from the Guelphs, or from any otlier

houfe : mankind, 1 think, are all of a race equally an-

tient. After all, the refearches of a genealogift, or the

labours of the learned, who invcftigate the etymolgy
of words, are things of fo fmall and trifling a nature,

a$ to be beneath the notice of men of (cnk. We
ought
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btight to have remarkable fadts and objedts, capable

of fixing the attention of reafonable beings.

I fhall not then lofe my time in puzzling my braift

ivith refearches as frivolous as unufeful.

Taflillo, who lived about the year 800, is the firft

count of Hohenzollern known in hiftory. His defeen-

dents were Danco, Rodolph I. Otho, WolfFgang,

Frederick I. Frederick II. Frederick III. Burchard,

Frederick IV. Rodolph II. concerning whom little

tnore than their bare names has been tranfmitted to

pofterity. Conrad, who lived towards tht year

1200, is the firft burgrave of Nurenberg mentioned

5n hiftory. His fucceftbrs were, Frederick I. in I 2 1 6,

Conrad II. in 1260, Frederick II. in 1270. We
jfind that Frederick III. inherited from his brother

in law the duke of Meran, the lordfhips of Bareith

and Cadelft)urg. He was fucceeded by John I. in

1298, and the latter by Frederick IV. in 1532.

This burgrave did very great fervices to the em-

perors Albert, Henry VII. and Lewis of Bavaria,

5n the wars between them and Frederick of Auftria.

The burgrave beat the arch-duke, took him prifbner,

and delivered him up to the emperor : and this prince,

in return, made the burgrave a prefent of all the

prifoners he had taken from the Auftrians. Fre-

derick IV. fet them at liberty, on condition that

they ftiould pay him homage for their lands : and

this is the origin of the right of vaffalage, which

the margaves of Franconia preferve ftill in Auftria.

The fucceftbrs of Frederick IV. were Conrad IV.

in i331-> John II. in 1357, Albert, VI. furnamed

the handjome, in 1361 ; and Albert's nephew Fre-

derick V. whom the emperor Charles IV. declared

prince
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prince of the empire in 1 363, at the diet of Nuren-

^berg, and likewife appointed his commilTary.

Frederick V. divided the lands 01 his burgraviate,

in the year 1420, between his two fons John III.

and Frederick VI. but John III. dying without ilTue,

the whole paternal fucceflion fell to Frederick VI,

In the year 1408, this prince marched his army

into the territories of the city of Rothweil, which had

been put under the ban of the empire, where he de-

molilhed feveral cafties. In 1410 he took poiTeilion

of the government of the Marck, which had been

conferred upon him by the emperor Sigifmund.

As the late eledors of Brandenburg had not refided

in the Marck, the nobility embraced this opportu-

nity to revolt, and become independent. Thenev/

governor joined his forces with the dukes of Pome-
rania, and fought a moll bloody battle againft the

rebels, near Zollen. He gained a complete victory,

and demolished Tome of the forts, which ferved them

for places of retreat ; but he could not entirely fubr

d ue the family of Kuitzow, till he had taken from

tliem twenty-four caftles, which were all in a ftate of

defence.

We are now come to a memorable aera of the hi-

flory of the houfe of Hohenzollern ; but as we find

it tranfplanted, as it were, into a new country, it

will be proper to give fpme acount of the origin and
government of Brandenburg.

The provinces which then compofed the electorate

of Brandenburg, where the old Marck, the middle

Marck, the new Marck, the Uckraine Marck, Preg-

nitz, the county of Ruppin, CrolTen, Cotbus, BelTe-

kaw and Storkaw. The word margaravlate originai-

ly iignifies the goverraent of frontiers.

The



The Romans were the firfi: who eftablifhed gover-

nors in that country, which they had conquered from

the Swevi. Yet 'tis obferved, that they never paf-

fed the Elbe. It feems according to Tacitus, that

the brave and warlike fpirit of thofe people preferved

them from being enflaved. The Swevi, as well as

the Romans, were afterwards driven out by the Van-

dals, the Henetti, the Saxons and the Franks ; and

Charlemain found it very difficult to fubdue tliem in

780. Margraves, however, were not eftablifhed in

this country till the year 927, when Henry the

fowler appointed governors of that name, to bridle

thofe people who were inclined to revolt, and to over-

awe the inhabitants of the neighbouring provinces,

who exercifed their roving valour in continual inroads

and depredations. Sifroi, brother in law to the em-

peror Henry the foioler^ was, according to Enzelt,

the firft margrave of Brandenburg, in the year 927.
Under his adminiftration it was that the bifhopricks

of Brandenburg, Mifnia, Camin and Havelberg were

founded ; but that of Magdeburg was founded by the

emperor Otho.

Hiftorians generally reckon fix different lines of

the margraves of Brandenburg from Sifroi down to

our time ; namely, that of the Saxons, of the counts

of Stade, of the houfe of Anhalt, of Bavaria, of

Luxemburg, and, in fine, that of Hohenzollern, which

ftill fubfifts.

Under the adminiftration of the antient margraves,

a king of the Vandals, by name Millevojus, laid the

Marcks entirely wafte, and drove away the governors.

The country was recovered again by the emperor

Henry II. the barbarians were overthrown, and Mi-

ftevojus^ with £b5 thoufand men, was ilain. Notwith-

{landing
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ftanding this fuccefs, the margraves enjoyed no reft 5

for they were continually at war with the Vandals,

and other barbarous nations, with various fuccefs :

nor was their power quite fettled, till under Albert

the bear, the firft of the Anhalt line, which was the

third of the margraves. The emperor Conrad III.

raifed him to the margraviate, and the emperor Fre-

derick Barbaroffa to the eledoral dignity, towards

the year 1100. Premiflaus, prince of the Vandals,

who had no iflue of his own, conceived fo great a

liking to Albert the bear, as to leave him by his will

the middle Marck, in the year 1 142. This elector

was at that time mafter of the old and middle Marck,

of upper Saxony, the country of Anhalt, and part

of Lufatia. With regard to the princes of the An-
halt line, neither hiftory nor records afford us the leaft

light concerning their tranfadions. It is known,
that this line became extindt in 1332, by the death of
Woldemar II. The then reigning emperor Lewis of

Bavaria, looking upon the Marck as a fief devolved

to the empire, gave it to his fon Lewis, who was the

firft of the fourth line. This elector had three diife-

rent wars to maintain ; one with the dukes of Pome-
rania, who had invaded the Uckraine Marck ; the

fecond with the Poles, who ravaged the county of
Sternberg ; and the third againfl: an impoftor, who, by
perfonating Woldemar, brother to the laft eleftor of
the houfe of Anhalt, had formed a party, and made
himfelf mafter of fome towns, but was at length de-

feated. This pretender was the fon of a miller at

Belitz.

Lewis the Reman * fucceeded his brother ; and
^y^ng> like him, without iffue, was fucceeded by his

third
• So called bccaufe he was born at Rome.
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third brother Otho. This prince v/as fo mean fpirl-

ted, that, after the death of the emperor his father,

he fold the deflorate, in 1370, for two hundred

thoufand florins, to the emperor Charles IV. of the

houfe of Luxemburg, who did not even pay him that

fmall fum. Charles IV. gav€ the Marck to his fon

Wenceflaus, who wanted to incorporate it with his

kingdom of Bohemia.

Sigifmund, the third eledlor of the houfe of Lux-

emburg, being in want of money, fold the new Marck

to the Teutonic Order, in 1402. That order had

been polTcfled of this province before, after con-

quering it from the eledtor John : it had been redeem-

ed by Otho the long ; and now it was alienated a-

gain by Sigifmund of Luxemburg. The eiedor Jo-

docus, of the fame family, poifoned his brother Pro-

copius. This prince reigned twenty four years ; but

afpiring after the imperial crown, he fold the whole

deflorate to William duke of Mifnia for four hun-

dred thoufand florins. This duke had not been in

pofleflion of the Marck above a year, when it was re-

deemed by the emperor Sigifmund.

This extraordinary cuftom, which fo greatly pre-

vailed in that age, of buying and felling different ter-^

ritories, is an evident proof of the bafbaroufnefs of

thofe days, and of the miferable fituation thefe pra-

vinces were in, which were fold fo very cheap. The

emperor Sigifmund made Frederick VI. who was bur-

grave of Nurenberg, governor or margrave of Bran-

denburg : and 'tis with this prince we propofe to

«ommence our hillory.

FREw
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FREDERICK I.

it was in the year 14 15, fbat the emperor confer-

red the electoral dignity, and the office of great cham-

berlain of the empire^ on Frederick I. and at the fame

time made him a prsfent of the country of Branden-

burg > This prince received the inveftifure from the

hands of his benefadior, at the diet of Gonftance, in

1417. He was in polTeflion then of the old and

middle Marck ; but the Uckraine Marck having been

ufurped by the dukes of Pomerania, the ele^or decla-

red war againfl: them, defeated them at Angermund,

and recovered a province, which, from time imme-

morial, had been incorporated with the Marck.

The new Marck was ftill mortgaged, as we have

already obferved^ to the Teutonic Order ; but the e-

iedor, defirous of enlarging his territories, took poA
feflion of Saxony ; which electorate was then vacant

by the death of the laft elector of the Anhalt line.

This acquifition did not meet with the emperor's ap-

probationj who gave the inveftiture of it to the duke

of Mifnia ; upon which Frederick I. voluntarily de*

filled from his pretenfions.

The eledor made a teftamentary divifion ofhis ter-

ritories among his children. His elded fon, furnamed

the Jlchymifty loft the eledlorate for having too clofe-

ly applied himfelf to the fearch of the philofopher's

ftone ; fo he gave him Voigtland ; to his fecond fon

Frederick he bequeathed the eledorate ; the duchies

of Franconia to Albert, furnamed the j^chiiles ;

and the old Marck to his fon Frederick, furnamed

ths fat% but by the death of the latter, this pro-

vince was reunited to the eIe6torate of Branden-

burg. In thofs remgte times they ftOI adhered to

that
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that principle of natural equity, which feems to te-*

quire, that a father fhould make an equal partition of
his fortune among his children. But it was after-

wards found, that the ruin of the great families was
owing to this cuftom of eftablifhing a fettlement for

the younger brothers. We fhall, however, in the

courfe of this hiftory, meet with fome other inftances

of the like divifions. Frederick died in 1440.

FREDRICK II. furnamed Iron-tooth.

Fredrick II. was furnamed Iron-toothy becaule of

his ftrength. He fiiould have been called the Mag-
nanimous, for having refufed two crowns; that of

Bohemia, which was offered him by the pope, who
wanted to get George Podiebrad depofed ; and that to

which he had been invited by the Poles, which he de-

clared be would not accept, unlefs Gafimir, brother

to the late king Ladiflaus, refufed it. The magnani-

mity of this eledlor gained him the confidence of na-

tions; infomuch that the ftates of Lower Lufatia

made a voluntary furrender of their country to him.

Lufatia was a fief of Bohemia. George Podiebrad, un-

mindful of the obligations he owed to Frederick II,

attacked Lufatia and the Marck. But a treaty was

agreed upon between thefe two princes at Guben,

in i4<Ji, by which the perpetual fovereignty of Cot-

bus, Peits, Somraerfeld, Bobersberg, Storkaw, and

Beflekaw, was yielded to the eledor by the crown

of Bohemia. The eled:or, who had no inclination

to make unjuft acquifitions, took care, however, to

affert his lawful rights. Thus he redeemed * the

new Marck of the Teutonic Order, to whom, as I

have already obferved, it had been mortgaged. Upon
the,

• In 14^;', for loojooo floriiis^
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the deceafe of Otho III. the laft duke of Stettin,

which happened in 1464, the eiedor declared war a*

gainft the duke of Wolgaft. His reafon was^ becaufe

Lewis^ of Bavaria, eledlor of Brandenburg, had made
a treaty, in 1338, with the dukes of Pomeraniaj

wherel?y it was agreed, that if their line fhould come
to be extinft, Pomerania fhould revert to the eIe<Sto-

rate. This treaty had been ratified by the emperor.

The difpute, however, was determined by an agree-

ment made in 1464, by which tlie duke of Wolgaft

remained indeed in pofTeilion of the dutchy ofStettin,

but became feudatory to the eledor, and Ponierania

yielded him eventual homage. In the year 1 469,
Frederick II. reunited the county of Wernigerode

to the Marck, as a vacant fief, taking the . titles of
duke of Pomerania, Mecklenburg, Vandalia, Schwe-

rin, and Roflock, of which he had the expectancy.

The fame difinterefled fpirit, which made him re-

fiife two crowns, induced hihi to abdicate the eledlo-

rate in 1469, in favour of his brother furnamed

Albert the Achilles ; for he had no children.

This prince, who had always profefTed the principles

of moderation, did not deviate firom them on this

occafion ; for he referved to himfelf only a fmali

penfion of fix thoufand florins, v/ith which he Ipent

the remainder of his days in philofophical retirement,

and died in the year 147 1, opprelTed with infirmi-

ties.

ALB E RT furnamed The Achilles*'

Albert, furnamed the Achilles and Wyjf^s^
from his valour, was 57 years old at his brother's

abdication, This prince had performed his chief

C ex-



cjfplolts while he was only bur^rave of Nurenberg^

As margrave of Barehh and Anfpach, he declared war

againft Lewis t/^e Bearded, duke of Bavaria, and

took him prifoner. He gained eight battles againft

the Nurenbergcrs, who had rebelled, and contefted

his rights of the burgraviate. He ventured bravely

his life in taking a ftandard from a guidon of this city,

and fighting fingly againft flxteen men, till his people

came up to his afUftance. He made himfelf mafler

of the town of Gr€ifFenburg, in the fame manner as

Alexander of the capital of the Oxydracas, by leaping.

from the top of the walls into the town, where he de-

fended himfelf fingly againft the inhabitants, 'till his

troops forced the gates, and refcued him from dan-

ger. The confidence which the emperor Frederick IH.

had in him, gained him the direction of almoft

the whole empire. He commanded the emperial ar-

mies againft Lewis the Rich, duke of Bavaria, and

againft Charles the Bold, duke of Burgundy, who
had laid fiege to Nuis *, but concluded a peace by the

interpofition of Albert. He gained the prize at feven-

teen tournaments, and was never difmounted.

These combates feem to be of French original.

Very likely they were introduced into that country

by the Moors, who over-run Spain,tog=ether with their

romantic gallantry. We find in the hiftory of France,

that they were revived by one Godfrey de Preuilly,

who lived in the year I06o. And yet Charles the

Bold, who lived in 844, gave thefe entertainments

at Strasburg, upon receiving a vifit from his brother

Lewis of Germany. Thiscuftom was received^ In Eng-

land as early as the year II 14, and eftablifhed, in

1 194* by king Richard L We are informed by

John
* The tour. cfKii'siS fituated in tl'e deflorate ofColo^n,
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joKn Ctntacuzenus, that thefe combats, which came

from Gaul, were celebrated, in 1226, at the marriage

of Anne of Savoy with the Greek emperor Andro-

nicus Paleologus. Numbers of people loft their lives

in thde combats, when they were carried to extremi-

ty. We read in Henry Cnigfton, that tliere was a

tournament at Chalons in 1274, occafioned by an

interview between Edward king of England and the

duke of Chalons, when feveral Burgundian and Eng-

lifh gentlemen were killed upon the fpot. Tourna-

ments made their way into Germany as early as the

year 1
1
36. It was ufual to fend letters of defiance,

in order to bring together the champions of thole

combats, Thefe were nearly the contents, '* Thatfuch

a prince being weary of an effeminate idlenefs, de-

fired the combat, in order to exercife his valour,

and to fignalize his skill in arms." They mentioned

likewile the time, the number of combatants, the

kind of arms, and the pkce where the tournament

was to be held ; and enjoined the vanquifhed knights

to give a golden bracelet to the vigors, and a filver

one to their Ihield-bearers. Thefe fatal entertain^

ments met with^oppofition from the popes ; for In*

nocent II. in 1140, and after him, Eugene III, in

the council of Lateran, in I 31 3, thundered out their

anathemas, excommunicating thofe who (hould be

prefent at thofe combats. But, notwithftanding the

fuperftition of thofe days, the popes were unable to

fupprefs this fatal cuftom ; a cuftom encouraged by 2
iniftaken point of honour, and which the prevailing

brutality of manners made ufe of as a Ihew and amufe-
ment agreeable to the barbarity of the age that gave
It birth. For, fince thofe excommunications, hiftory

makes raenticn of the tournament of Charles VT.

C 2 * king
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king of France, at Cambray, in 1385; of that of

Francis I. between Ardres and Guines, in 1520

;

and that, in fine, at Paris, in 1559, where Hen-
ry II, received a wound in the eye from a fpHnter of

count Montgomery's lance, of which he died in e-

I^ven days.

"We find therefore, that Albert f^^ Jc^illes's gres^t

merit at that time, was his having obtained the prize

at feventeen tournaments ; and that, in thofe igno-

rant days, they fet as great a value upon
bodily ftrength, as in Homer's time. The fuperior

knowledge of our age efteems only the aceomplifh-

^ents of the mind, and thofe virtues by which a

man raifes himfelf alm'oft above his frail condition,

fubdues his pafiions, and becomes humane, generous

and benevolent,

Albert the Achilles reunited then his territories

in Franconia to the eledlorate, by the abdication of^

his brother in 1470. After he had taken the reins

of government, he made a treaty of confraternity^

in 1473, with the houfes of Saxony and HefTe, by

which the fuccefTion of their dominions was regulated,

in cafe any one of their lines fhould come to be ex-

tin^. In 1473, he fettled the fucceflion of his own
territories among his children, leaving the eleftorate

to John called the Cicero ; Bareith to his fecond

fon ; and, to the youngeft, Anlpach. Albert ac

length refigned the eleftorate, in 1476, in favour of

John the Cicero. His daughter Barbara,, who was

married to Henry duke of Glogaw and Croflen, trans-

ferred the latter dutchy to the houfe of Brandenburg.

Uy her marriage-contradt it was ftipulated, that, int

cafe duke Henry happened to die without ilTue, the

cledor iliould have a right of raifing annually fifty

th®u^
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thoufand ducats on the dutchy of CrofTen. Tht
'cafe happened j and John t^e Cicero took pofTeffion

of the town oi CrofTen, and kept this acquifition.

The third fon of Albert AchilltSy Frederick the Fat^

margrave of Anfpach, was grandfather to that Al»

beft-Frederick, who received the dutchy of Jagern-

dorff of the king oi Bohemia. It will not be amifs

to obferve, upon this occafion, that this duke George

of Anfpach and JagerndorfT made an agreement with

the dukes of Oppelen and Ratibor, by which the

Survivors were to be heirs to thofe who died without

iflue. Thefe two dukes had no childi^n, and George

inlierited the fucceffion of thefe duchies. After-

wards, Ferdinand, brother to Charles V. and heir

•to the kingdom of Bohemia, ftripped the margrave

George of Oppelen and Ratibor, promifing him the

fum of one hundred and thirty thoufand florins aJ?

an indemnity, which was never paid.

JOHN The Cicero.

The natural eloquence of this prince gained Kim
the furname of Gc^r;?. He reconciled three kings,

who laid claim to Silefia ; namely, Ladiflaus of Bo-
hemia, Cafimir of Poland, and Matthias of Hungary,

John Cicero, and the ele<flor of Saxony, entered

Silefia at the head of fix thoufand horfe, declaring

they would oppofe any of thofe kings that would re-

fufe to liften to their terms of accommodation. It

is recorded, that, by the force of his eloquence, he me-
diated an agreement between thofe princes, by which
Silefia and Lufatia were divided between the kings of
Bohemia and Hungary. I fhould be glad to meet with

Other inftances of this prince's eloquence ; for, in

C^ 3 thi$
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this cafe, the fix thoufand hprfe appear to have been

the ftrongeft argument. A prince, who is able to

determine difputes by force of arms, is certainly a.

great , logician ; he is a Hercules, whofe perfuafiye

force lyes in his club.

John Cicero went to war with the duke of Sagan,

"who had formed pretenfions upon the duchy of Crof-

fen ; the eledlpr defeated him near this city, and

took him prifoner. We may form a judgment of the

manners of thofe days from this John duke of Sagan,

who had the cruelty to let a brother of his, with

whom he had quarrelled, perifh with hunger. John
Cicero died in 1499, and left behind him

two fons ; the eldeft was Joachim, who fucceeded

him in the eledtorate ; the fecond Albert, who was

afterwards chofen eieclor of Mentz, and archbifliog

of Magdeburg.
,

JO ACHIM I. jurnamed Nestor.

This prince had the furname of Neftof given hini,

in the fame manner as Lewis XIII. that of the Jufi ;

that is, without any realbn ^ye know of^ He was

only fixteen years old, when he came to the eledlo-

rate. The cpunty of Ruppin becoming vacant by

the death of Wichman count of Lindaw, the eledor

reunited this fief to the Marck. He died in 1532,
leaving two fons behind him, namely, Joachim his

iucccefTor, and the margrave John, to whom he be-

queathed the new Marck, CrolTen, Sternberg, and

Storkaw.

JOA-_
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JOACHIM II.

It feems it was in Joachim ^I.'s time, that the ri-

diculous cuftom was laid afide of giving furnames to

princes. That which was beftowed upon his father

had fucceeded io ill/ that it became rather a nick-

name than an appellation of renown. The flattery

of courtiers, after exhaufting the comparifons of an-''

tiquity, turned itfelf undoubtedly another way : and

it is to be believed, that the vanity of princes loft

nothing by the change.

Joachim, as we have juft now obferved, fuc-

ceeded his father in the ele(ftorate, and embraced the

dodtine of Luther in 1539. The circumftances

which gave rife to this revolution are not known ;

this however is certain, that his courtiers and the

-bifhop of Brandenburg followed his example.

A new religion which ftarted up of a fudden, a re-

ligion which has divided Europe, changed the nature

of poireflions, and produced even new fyftems of

politics, deferves our attention for a few moments,

to conlider the progrefs it made, and by what fprings

it produced fuch fiidden revolutions in the great-

eft ftates.

As early as the year 1400, John Hufs began to

preach his new doctrine in Bohemia ; which, ftri(flly

fpeaking, was that of the Vaudois, and of WicklifF,

whofe opinions he had embraced. Hufs was burnt

at the council of Gonftance *. His pretended mar-

lyrdom inflamed the zeal of his difciples ; the Bo-

hemians, who were too dull a people to enter into

fhe fophiftical difputes of the theologians, embraced

C 4 this

f In the year 1415', under Pope John iJ^XHL
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this new fe<fl merely from a fpirit of independence and

mutiny, which is properly the charafteriftic of this

nation. Thefe new converts fhook off the papal

yoke, and made ufe of the liberty of their confciences

as a cloke to cover the c^ime of their revolt. Their

party was formidable as long as one Ziflca was at

their head. This man obtained fpme vi<5i:ories ovef

<he troops of Wenceflaus and Ottacams, kings of

Bohemia ; but, after his death, pipll: of the HulHtes

were driven out of the kingdom ; and we do not

£nd that Hufs'^ dp(5trine made any progrefs out

of Bohemia.

Ignorance was at its higheft pitch in the fourteenth

and fifteenth centuries. The clergy bad not even fo

much as the fuperficial learning of pedants ; the dif-

folute and licentious life of the monks made all Eu-

rope call out for a reformation of fo many abufes.

The popes ajbufed their authority to a degree that

was paft all bearing. Leo X. made a trade of in-

dulgences thro' all chriftendom, to colled the fums

which he wanted for the building of St Peter's church

^t Rome. Some pretend, that this pope made a pre-

fent to his filler Cibo, of the produce of thofe which

were to be fold in Saxony. This cafual revenue

was leafed put ; and ihofe ftrange farmers, thro' a-

yidity of gain, pitched upon friars, and fuch like men*

dicants, to colleifi: very large fums
;
part of which was

Squandered away by the commi/fioners of the indul-

gences, in fcandalpus excefles. An inquifitor, whofe

name was Tetzel, together with fome Dominicans,

who had acquitted themfelves very ill of this com-

miffion, gave rife to the reformation. For Staupitz,

the vicar-general of the Auflin friers, whofe order had

been formerly in polFefTion of this trade, gave diredli-

ons
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ons to one of his friars, whofe name was Luther, to

preach againft the indulgences. Luther had already,

in the j^ear i 5 1 6, attacked the fchoolmen ; but now
he ventured to declaim more loudly againfl: thefe a-

bules. In the heat of the difpute, he advanced fome

.other doubtful propofitlons which he afterwards

maintained, and fupported with new arguments.

The pope at length excommunicated him in 1520.

He had tafted the pleafure of fpeaking his fentiments

lireely ; he gave himfelf up to it afterwards without re-

ferve, flung oiF his habit, and married Catharine Bore

in 152.5, after having brought over a great many
princes to his party, to whom the fpoils of the church

lands were a tempting bait. The eJedor of Saxony

•was the firft who embraced this new led:, which was

afterwards adopted by the Palatinate, the countries

of Hede, Hanover, Brandenburg, Suabia, part of

Auftria, Bohemia, and Hungary, all Silefia, and the

North. Its tenets are fo well known, that it is need-

lefs here to relate them.

Soon after, viz. in 1 53 3, Calvin appeared in

France. This man's new fcheme of religion was

owing to the iraprellions he had received from one

Wolmar, a German Lutheran, with whom he had

got aquainted at Bourges. Notwithftanding the pro-

teflion granted by Margaret queen of Navarre to this

new dodrine, Calvin was feveral times obliged to

quit France. He had made the greateft number of

profelytes at Poitiers. This reformer, who was

thoroughly acquainted with the genius of his country-

men, knew that they were eafier perfuaded by fongs

than arguments ; for which reafon he compofed a

ballad, the burden of which was, monks/

m')nks /
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monks I you muft all be married *"
; and it met

with furprifing fuccefs. Calvin retired to Balil,

where he printed his Inftitutes ; after which he made

a convert of the duchefs of Ferrara, daughter to

Lewis XII. In 1532, he brought the city of Geneva

intirely over to his opinions, and there he burnt

Michael Servetus, who had declared againft him.

Tho' the reformed religion was never entirely tolera-

ted in France, yet the civil wars it occafioned had like

to have ruined that kingdom. Henry VIII. eftabli-

{hed this new worlhip in England, He had received

of Leo. X. the title of Defender of the faith for

writing againft Luther ; but falling in love with

Anne BuUen, he wanted to have his marriage with

Catharine of Arragon difTolved ; and after foliiciting

Rome in vain, he difiblved it at length by his own
authority. Clement VII. who fucceeded Leo X. was

fo imprudent as to excommunicate him for marry-

ing Anne Bullen; for which reafon Henry fhook off

the papal yoke in 1595, and declared himfelf head

of the church of England. If we are therefore wil-

ling to reduce the caufesof the reformation to fimple

principles, we fliali find that in Germany it was owing

to the love of gain, in England to that of a woman,

in France to that of novelty, or perhaps of a ,,fong.

We are not to imagine that either John Hufs, Lu-

ther, or Calvin, were men of fuperior genius. It

is with the chiefs of fe<5ls, as with ambaffadors : men

of ordinary abilities fucceed often better in their

negotiations, provided they have advantageous con-

ditions to offer. The reign of fanatics and refor'-

mers was in the ages of ignorance. But the hu-

man
* mowes ! rnoines ! il faut vous mar'ier.

SeeMoreri's Didionary, under tlic article C«/w/f:
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; plan ralnd feems to. be cloyed at length with difputes

iand cpntrpverfies. The theologians and metaphy-

ficians are now left to difpute by themfelves in

the fchools ; and fince in proteftant countries the

clergy have no more to lofe, the broachers of new
Ceds meet with a very indifferent reception.

The elector Joachim II. gained then, by the

Fpmmunion in both kinds, the^ bifhopricks of Bran-

denburg, Hayelberg, and Lebufs, which he incor-

porated with the Marck.

He did not enter into the confederacy which the

proteftant princes made at Smalkald, in 1535, but

he prefejrved tranquillity in his dominions, while

Saxony arid the neighbouring provinces were laid

"wafte by the fword." The religious war commenced
in 1546, and ended by the treaties of Paftaw and

Augsburg.

The emperor Charles V. had put himfelf at the

head of the catholic party. The iiluftrious, but un?

fortunate John Frederick, eledlor of Saxony, and

Philip the Magnanimous, landgrave of Hefle, were

the chiefs of the proteftants ; and thefe were defeated

by the emperor near Muhlburg in Saxony. This

prince, and cardinal Granville, made ufe of a bale

artifice to deceive the landgrave of Hefte. Charles V.
thought himfelf authorised by the equivocal phrafe

of a fafe conduct, to throw theD landgrave into

prifon, where he paffed a great part of his life. The
eledor Joachim, who had guaranteed that fafe con-

dud, was fo greatly p^'ovqked at this breach of faith,

as to draw his fword in a pallion againft the duke of

Alva *
; but they were parted by the company. The

elector of Saxony was depofed, and the eledorate

con-

* The emperor's ambafTador at Berin,
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conferred by the emperor upon prince Maurice, who
was of the Albertrne Jine. However, Joachim did

not comply with the emperor's famous edid, which

was called the interim.

The emperor had given diredions to the eledtors

of Saxony and Brandenburg to lay fiege to Magdeburg.

This city furrendered after a fiege of fourteen months;

but the capitulation was fo favourable to the in-

habitants, that the emperor with great reludlancy

confirmed it. The bifhop of Magdeburg being dead,

the canons chofe in his room Frederick, biftiop of

Havelberg, fecond fon to the eledor Joachim ; and

after his deceafe, the elecfror had credit enough to

mgke them chufc his third fon Sigifmund, who was

,a proteflant. It was thds eledor that built the for-

trefs of Spandaw in 1555. The engineer's name

was Giromela. They muft indeed have been gran-

gers in this country to all manner of arts, to have

rccourfe to Italy for the fmalleft trifles. Margrave

John, the elector's brother, had Cuftrin fortified at

the fame time. Very likely it was a fafiiion then to

fortify towns ; if they had a right notion of the ufe

that may be made of them, there would have been

no want of engineers. /

Joachim 11. obtained in 1569, of his brotherr

in-law Sigifmund Auguftus king of Poland, the right

of fucceeding to Albert Frederick of Brandenburg,

duke of Pruflia, in cafe the latter died without ilTue ;

and bound himfclf by treaty to aflifl Poland with a

certain number of troops, whenever it fhould be at-

tacked. This prince's reign was mild and peaceable ;

he was accufed of being liberal to a degree of excefs

;

he died in 1 57 1.
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JOHN GEORGE,

John George inherited the fame year the e»

ledorate from his father Joachim II. and the New
March from his uncle the margrave John, As his

reign was pacific, it comes in here only to conne<5t the

thread of the hiftory. It is tp be obferved, that one

of his wives was a princefs of Lignitz, named Sophia. ,

The branch of the margraves of Bareith and Anfpach

happening to be extin(5l, he divided that fucceflion

between his two younger fons, Chriftian and Erneft,

from the former of whom fprings the new ftem of

Bareith, from the latter that of Anfpach. This

«le<Slor died in 1598.

JOACHIM FREDERICK.

Joachim Frederick was fifty-two years oJ^ age,

when he came to the ele(ftorate. During his father's

life, he had enjoyed the bifhopricks of Magdeburg,
Havelberg, and Lebufs ; but upon his fucceeding to

John George, he refigned the archbifhoprick of Mag-
deburg in favour of one of his fons, named Chriftian

William. He had the adminiftration of Pruflia du*
ring the madnefs of duke Albert Frederick ; and in-

herited the duchy of Jagerndorff, which he gave to

one of his fons, named George, to indemnify him
for the bifhoprick of Strasburg, which he had been
forced to refign. Succeflions in thofe days were of-

ten re-united, and as often divided ; ihe bad policy

of thofe princes fruflrating every exertion of fortune

m their favour.

Joachim Frederick was the firll: prince of the fa-

jnilv
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jfnlly that eftablifhed a council of flate. I leave the

reader to judge what kind of an adminiftration,

whatjufticc, what management of the finances they

muft have had in thofe rude and unpoli(hed days,

when there were not even perfons appointed to dif*

charge thofe fundlions.

The eledtor undoubtedly perceived the neceflity

there was of providing for the education of youth ;

for it was with this view he founded the college of Jo-

achim Stahl, which was defigned to maintain and in-

ftru<5l a hundred and twenty perfons. This college

was removed afterwards by the great ele^or to Ber-

lin. The poverty of the country, and the fmall

circulation of Ipecle, occafioned the fumptuary laws

publifhed by this eledlor. He died in 1608,

aged 63.

' JOHN SIG ISMVND.

Jotin Siglfmund had been married at Konigsberg

in I 594, to Anne, only daughter of Albert duke of

PrufTia, who was heirefs of that dukedom and of the

fuccefTion of Cleves. This fucceffion confided of

the countries of Juliers, Berg, Cleves, Marck, Ra-

vensburg, and Ravenftein ; too delicious a morfel

not to tempt the avidity of thofe, who had the ex-

pe<Sation of any fiiare of it.

Before I fpeak of the rights of the ele(5lors of Bran-

denburg, and of the dukes of Newburg, it will be

proper to explain the pretenfions of Saxony, that I

may not entangle the fubjeft.

The emperor Maximilian had given the expedtan^

cy of this fucceffion to the princes of the two lines of

Saxony, namelv, the Ernelline and the Albertine,

in
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in default of Urue male and female of the dukes of

Cleves,. For the letters'patent which George William,

duke of Cleves, obtained of the emperor, plainly

fnew, that this fief defcended to females. John Frede-

rick, the laft eledor of Saxony of the Erneftine

branch, married Sibylla, daughter of John III. duke

of Juliers.

Duke William of Cleves, fon to John of Juliers,

married Ferdinand's daughter, niece 'to the emperor

Charles V. This marriage, joined to the difpleafure

^which the emperor had conceived againft Frederick of

Saxony, for fiding with the confederacy of Smal-

kald, induced him to confirm to duke John W^illiam

the right which he had of difpofing of his fucceflion

in favour of his daughters, in default of male ifTue.

This duke's fon, who was named after him John Wil-

liam, died without ilTae in 1609 ; fo the fucceflion

fell to his fillers.

The eldeft was Mary-£ieonora, married to Albert

Frederick, duke of Pruflia.

The fecond, Agnes, was married to the prince

Palatine of Neuburg.

The third, Magdalen, was wife to the count Pa-

latine of D.eui^-ponts.

The fourth, Sibylla, was married to the count of

Burgau, a prince of Auftria.

Thefe four princelTe?, and their children, laid

claim to this fucceflion.

The houfe of Saxony, befides its rights of expec-
tancy, pleaded the marriage of the eledor Frederick

with the princefs Sibylla, aunt to the deceafed..

Mary Eleonora, wife of Albert duke of Pruflia,

grounded her rights on the marriage contrad in

1572, in which it was exprefsly ftipulated, that in

cafe
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cafe her brother died without iflue, flie and her po-

fterity ftiould Inherit the fix duchies, in virtue of the

fundamental pads made in 1418 and 1496, by which

the right of fucceflion was granted to the eldeft daugh-

ters. The dukeofPruflia engaged to pay 200,000
florins to his wife's fifters, as an equivalent for all

their preteniions. Had Mary-Eleonofa been living

at the time of her brother's deceafe, it is very pro-

bable there would have been no difpute about the mat-

ter ; but being dead, her daughter Anne, wife to the
ele<S;or John Sigifmund, fucceeded to her "mother's

rights. This inheritance ought therefore to have

fallen to her, fince fhe reprefented Mary-Eleonora^

and this was the great point contefted.

The pretenfions of Anne, uu chefs of Neuberg,

were founded on this, that as her fifter Mary-Eleonora

was dead, (he fucceeded to her rights, and of courfe

was become the eldeft fifter, being a nearer relation

than Anne of Brandenburg, who was only niece to

the deceafed. There was nothing but family corn-

pads, and the marriage contract of Mary-Eleonora

againft thcfe reafons.

The two younger fifters of duke John William

did not demand the entire fucceifion ; they propofed

only a partition.

But what abfolutely annulled the right of thofe

three younger fifters, was their having renounced all

their rights in their marriage contract, as long as

there fhould be any children living by their eldeft

fift.er.

The eledor John Sigifmund, and WolfFgang Wil-

liam, duke of Neuburg, agreed to put themfelves in

pofieflion of the contefted fucceflion,with a refervatioit

however of their relpedive rights. This convention

was
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Was forwarded by the condudi: of the emperor Ro»

dolph, who wanted to fequefter the duchies belong-

ing to this fucceifion. In fad, the archduke Leopold

was going to feize them, but was prevented by the

proteftant princes, who formed the famous alliance,

known by the name of the Uniony into which John
Sigifmund was one of the firft that entered. In or-

dtr to counteract this union, the catholic princes con-

cluded a treaty of the like nature at VVurtzburg,

which was called the league. The elejftor had the

Dutch on his fide, who were afraid of the imperial

fequeftration ; and the duke of Neuburg was favoured

^y Henry IV. king of France ; but at the very time

this prince was preparing to affiil him, he was af-

fafUnated by Ravillac *.

The ele<ftor had tried to come to an agreement

with the duke of Neuburg ; they had an interview

for this purpofe ; 'but in the heat of difpute John Si-

gifmund happening to give this prince a box on the

ear, the conferences were broke off. By this fpeci-

men we may form a judgment of the polite-

nefs and manners of that time. In i6il ano-

ther accommodation was attempted at Juierb<ck

with the eledor of Saxony, concerning this fame fuc-

ceflion ; but the princes were not to be there them-

felves, for interviews were become dangerous. The
duke of Neuburg protefted againft that treaty, and
it was never put in execiition.

John Sigifmund had the adminiftration of Pruflia,

during the madnefs of his father-in-law duke Albert,

in the fame manner as Joachim-Frederick. He re-

ceived alfo of Sigifmund III. king of Poland, the

invertiture of Pmiria, for himfelf and his defcendents,

D which

• Sec Svilly's Memoirs,
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%vhidi was fhe third inveftiture that had heets

granted to the eledoral family.

As Pruflia was reunited by this prince to the houle

of Brandenburg, it will not be amifs to give here a

concife account of the original ftate and government

of this country, and in what manner it fell to duke

Albert, the eledor's father- in-law. ,

The word PrufTia figniiies near the Ruffe j the RulTc

is a branch of the river Niemen, which is now cal-

led Memel, PrulTia was originally inhabited by Bo-

hemiansj Sarmatians, Ruffians, and Venedi. All

thefe people were ftupid idolaters, worHiipping the

gods of the forefts, lakes, rivers, and even ferpents and

€lks. Their rude and favage religion rendered them

ftrangers to the elegance and magnificence of temples.

The eftabliftied worfhip of their principal idols, 'Po-

trimpos, \Percunos and Picoius, was under oak

trees, where they were (et up at Ramowa and at Hei-

Ugenbeil. Thefe people facrificed the prifoners ta-

ken from their enemies to their falfe gods. S. Adel-

bert v/as the firft who preached Chriftianity to the

Pruilians towards the year jooo, and received the

crown of martyrdom. Crifpus relates that three

kings of Poland, who were all named Boleflaus,

went to war with the Pruffians, in order to convert

them : but thefe people, grown flcDful in war, ra-

vaged Mazovia and Cujavia. Conrad, duke ofCu-
}avia, called in the knights of the Teutonic order

from Germany to his fuccour, who^e grand mailer

at that time (in • 2..^9) was Herman of Saiiza. He
cntred -Pruflia, and by the afliftance of the Livonlan

knights, who were a kind of templars, he founded

the fourbifliopricks of Culm, Pomefan, Ermeland,

and Samland. The war between the Teutonic or-

der
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der and the PrufTians Jafted ^^ Y^^rs. Thofe

knights were obliged afterwards to engage in other

wars, in order to defend themfelves either againft

Poland, or againft the dukes of Pomerania, who were

jealous of their eflablifliment. Then it was that the

families of the feveral knights began to fettle in Pruf-

fia, from whoni, in ^reat part, the prefent nobility

are defcended.

Under the grand-mafter Conrad of Erlichhaufen,

and in the year 145S, the cities of Dantzick, Thorn
and Elbing, declared to him, that as they were tired

of his adminiftration, they had transferred their al-

legiance to Cafimir, fon of Jageilon king of Poland.

The war which then broke out between the^ knights

and the Poles, concerning Pruflia, lafted thirteen

years ; in which the Poles were vidorious, and

prefcribed the law. Prulfia on the hither fide of the

Viftula was annexed to that kingdom, and called Roy*
al Pruflia ; the order kept the further Pruflia, but was
obliged to pay homage for it to the conquerors.

In 15 10, Albert of Brandenburg was chofen grand

mafter of the order. This was the great grandfon

of Albett the Achilles , as we have already obferved.

The new grand mafter, defirous of vindicating the

honour of the order, undertook a new war againft:

the Poles, in which he was very fuccefsful ; for

he was created duke of Pruflia by Sigifmund I. king

of Poland, who rendered that dignity hereditary to

this prince, and to his defcendents. Albert in re-

turn was only obliged to do homage to Poland.

Albert, now mafter of the further Pruflia, flung

off the habit,, the crofs, and arms of the .Teutonic

order. The knights behaved on this occafion as the

weakeft commonly do; protefting againft what was

P Z not
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not m their power to hinder. The new duke had a

war to maintain iii 1563 againft Eric duke of Brunf-

wick, and commander of Memel. Eric entered

Pruffia at the head of twelve thoufand men y but was

ftopt by Albert on the banks of the Viftula. As no-

thing remarkable happened, in this expedition, and

both fides of the river were covered with foldicrs,

who employed their time in gathering nuts, it was

called the -war of the nuts. Albert turned proteftant in

15(9, and Pruflia followed his example- His fon

Frederick-Albert fucceedcd him in 1568. This

prince received the inveftiture from king Sigifmund-

Auguftus, to which the envoy of the eletflor Joachim

il. greatly contributed. It was this Albert-Frederick

that married Mary-Eleonora, daughter of John Wil-

liam, and fifter of the laft duke of Cleves. John Si-

gifmund was fon-in-law, and guardian to this duke of

Pruflia, by whofe death, in 1 618, he entered into

the intire pofTeffion of this duchy. This eleftor had

embraced the fedl of Calvin in the year 1 614, to

pleafe the inhabitants of the country of Clevcs, who
v;ere to become his fubjeds. The emperor Ro-

dolph II. died during the adminiftration of this elec-

tor ; and the electoral college chofe Matthias, bro-

ther of the deceafed, in his flead. The eledor find-

ing himfelf broken with old age and infirmities, re-

figned the government to his fon George-William^

and died not long after.

CEORG E-JVILLIAM.

George-William came to the deflorate in 16194^

and had a moft unfortunate reign. The dominioni

of this weak prince were ravaged during the whole

courfc
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eourfe of the thirty years war, the traces of which

are to this very day difcernible in Germany. All

the miferies that can aflBidl a country fell upon the

cledorate of Brandenburg. A fovereign incapable

ofgoverning j a minifter, who was a traitor to his

country*; a war, or rather a general ranfacking and

plundering; an inundation of armies, fome friends,

fome foes, but all equally barbarous, deftrudiive, and

cruel ; armies, that tofling to and fro like the waves

of the fea, exhaufted thefe provinces by their flux and

reflux, never withdrawing till they had laid every

thing wafte, and compleated the defolation of the

country.

This fatality, which feemed to perfecute the debtor,

extended to all his relations. George- William was
married to the daughter of the eleitor Palatine Fre-

derick IV. and lifter to the unfortunate Fre-

derick V. king of Bohemia, who was defeated at

Weiflenberg, ftrlpped of the Palatinate, and put un-

-der the ban of the empire. The emperor Ferdinand II,

confifcafed the duchy of Jagerndorff; becaufe the

dukC: who was uncle to George-William, had efpou-

fcd the caufe of Frederick V. This duchy the emperor

gave to the princes of L)chtenftein,whoareftIllinpoP'

feilionofit. Theeledtor proteftedasmuch as he plea-

fed, but no notice was taken of him. His uncle, the ad-

miniftrator of Magdeburg, was difpodefled, and put

under the ban of the empire, for entering into the

league of Lauenburg, and concluding an alliance with

the king of Denmark. At that time the emperor was
almoft defpotic.

The truce which had been concluded between

Spain and Holland in 1621, for twelve years, was

now expired. The feat of war was removed to the

D 3 provinces

* The count of Schwartzenbcrg, ftadtholder of the Marck.



vinces of the dlfputed fuccefllon of Cleves. The
Spaniards made themfelves mafters of Juliers,

which the Dutch held for the eledor ; and Cleves and

Lipftadt furrendered to Spinola. The Dutch, indeed,

fome years afterwards, in 1629, drove the Spaniards

out of the country of Cleves, and retook fome towns

for the elev5lor. At length George-William and the

duke of Neuburg prevailed on the Spaniards In 1 630
to evacuate in fome meafure the provinces of the

fucceflion ; the Dutch garifoncd the towns belonging

to the elector, and the Spaniards thofe belonging to

the duke. But this convention did not laft long

;

for the war broke out again in thofe provinces in

1635, \v:th greater fury than ever. I fhali only

obferve, that during the whole adminiftration of

this eledor, the country of Cleves was a prey to the

Spaniards and the Dutch, who made themfelves ma-

ilers of different pofts, took towns by furprife, and

gained and loft feveral advantages over each other ;

but came to no decifive engagement. The contributi-

ons raifed by the generals, and the pillaging of the

Ibldiers, condituted at that time the principal part

of the military art.

The' the emperor pretended to aflume an abfolute

fovereignty over the empire, ftill the feveral princes

"were ftrenuous in oppoCng his encroachments, with

a refolution that fometlmes put a ftop to them ; and

they entered into confederacies that alarmed the court

of Vienna. Tt.e elecftors of Brandenburg and Saxo-

ny interceded with the emperor for their collegue,

the elector Palatine ; and refufed to acknowledge the

elector Maximilian of Bavaria, whom Ferdinand II.

had raifed to this dignity, in prejudice to the Pala-

tine family, and contrary to the laws of the empire.

For,
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Tor, according to the Goldtn Bull, ^hlch is con-

fidered as a fundamental law, no elector can be put

under the ban of the empire, nor ftnpt of his dig-

nity,- without the unanimous confent ofthe diet in

body alfembled. However, the good offices of thefe

eledors had no effect.

At length the progrefs of the reformation, which

dividing Germany, had given birth to two power-

ful pariies, occafioned a v/ar. The proteftant princes

entered into a confederacy at Lauenburg, to main-

tain the free exercife of their religioa. Chriftian IV.

king of Denmark, the dukes of Brunfwick Lune-

burg, Holftein, .Mecklenburg, and Ghriliian-Wil-

liam, adminillrator of Magdeburg, all joined in this

alliance. The emperor took umbrage at this and

fent general Tilly in 1625 into the circle of Lower
-Saxony, at the head of 12,000 men. Tilly fat

<iown before Hall, and tho* the town furrendered

without any refiilance, he gave it up to the foldiers to

pillage. At the fame time Wallenflein, with ano-

ther army of 1 2,000 men marched into the pro-

vinces of Halberftadt and Magdebarg. The ftates

of Lower Saxony deiired to be reconciled to the em-
peror ; but their propofals did not hinder Wallenflein

find Tilly from invading the abovementioned pro-

vinces. Chriftian- William, adminillrator of ^Nlag-

deburg, was depofed * ; the chapter chofe another

in his Head, and nominated Augullus, the elector of

Saxony's fon, coadjutor. In the mean while, the

^dminiftrator joined his troops wiih thofe which the

king of Denmark had in Lower Saxony. Chriilian-

WilUam and .Mansfeld, w^ho commanded this army,

-attacked Walftein at the bridge of DelTaw, and were

D 4 entire-

* The emperor had defigned this benefice for his foa.



( 40 )

entirely routed ; after their defeat, they efcaped in-

to the marquifate of Brandenburg, which they plun-

dered. Tilly routed another body of Danifti troops

at Lrutter in Lower Saxony. The neighbourhood

and fnccefles of the Imperialifts, obliged George^

"William to comply with the emperor's defire, and to

acknowledge the ele<51:or Maximilian of Bavaria.

The king of Denmark, who had now repaired his

lolTes, took the field the year folbwing, in 1 626,

with two armies, one commanded by himfelf in per-

fon, and the other by the adminiftrator. But he

durft not prefent himfelf before Tilly, who had ga-

rifoned Brandenburg, Ratenow, Havelberg, and Per-

leberg.

Mansfeld alTembled the fhattered remains of his

army, and ventured to march into the country of

Brandenburg againft the confent of the eleftor. The
Imperialifts fent a detachment of 7000 men againft

him, who were afterwards,joined by 800 of George-'

William's forces, under the orders ofcolonel Craght

:

thefe pafTed the Werthe, and foon difperfed Manf-

feld's fugitive troops. By thefe feeble fuccours, w€
find that the eIe(5lor had hardly any army on foot.

The Imperialifts, making a proper ufe of their ad-

vantages, garllbned all Pomerania, under pretext of

fecuring Germany againft any attempt from the

Swedes ; but the real motive, perhaps, was becaufe

Bogiflaus, the laft duke of Pomerania, had left the

fucceflion of his dominions after his death to thp e-

ledtor of Brandenburg, who had already the expe(Jlan-

cy of them. Walftein laid fiege to the town of Stral-

fund, but was obh'ged to raife it, with the lofs

cf 1 2G00 men. Striilfund entered into an alliance

with
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nvith the king of Sweden, and admitted a garilbn of

900 Swedes.

About this very time, the emperor publiflied his

famous edidl of reflitution, in which he enjoined

the proteftant princes to reftore to the church the

lands they had feized fince the treaty of PalTaw.

This would have been a terrible blow to the pro-

teftant princes. The houfe of Brandenburg, in par-

ticular, would have loft by it the bifhopricks of Bran-

denburg, Havelberg and Lebufs.' This was the fig-

nal which once more fet the proteftants and catholics

together by the ears. Ferdinand II. wanted to fifh

in troubled waters, and to appropriate to himfelf the

archbifhoprick of Magdeburg ; but Walftein was o-

bliged to rife from before that town after a liege of
twenty-eight weeks.

The eledor went in perfon to Warlaw, in the

year 1626, to receive the inveftiture of Pruflla. A
new war broke out at that time in thofe quarters,

Sigifmund III. king of Poland, formed pretenlions

againft the kingdom of Sweden, at that time govern-

ed by 'Guftavus Adolphus. Guftavus, in order to

be beforehand with his enemy, marched into Prullia,

took fort Pillaw in 1628, and made a confiderable

progrefs in Livonia and Polifh Prullia. This prince

made a truce for fix years with the Poles, which v/as

figned at Dantzick in 1629, where he was himfelf

in perfon ; in this the eledtor was comprehended, and
afterwards they extended it to twenty-fix years.

The king of Sweden had formed a defign of enter-

ing Germany, in order to reap fome advantage from
the troubles of that country, which had been Co

greatly increafed by the emperor's edi6t of reflitution.

Guftavqs pubiiihed a kind gf a manifefto, fetting forth

the
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the grievances he had received from the emperor.

His fubjeds of complaint were thefe : that the em-

peror had aflifted the king of Poland with io,00o

men ; that he had depofed his ally, the duke of

Mecklenburg ; and that he had ufed the town of

Stralfund very ill, with which he was in alliance. Im-

mediately upon this declaration, all the ports of Po-

merania were blocked up by the Swedilh fleet. Who-
foever confiders thefe reafons, will not find them

imore foiid than thofe which Charles II. king of

England, made ufe of in his declaration of war a-

gainfl: the Dutch. One of the principal grievances of

the Engliih was, that MelT de Witt had a fcanda-

lous * pi(5ture in their houies. Muft fuch frivo-

lous reafons as thefe be given for the devaftation of

provinces ; and human blood be thus wantonly fpilt,

to fatisfy the fancy and capricious whims of a fingle

man >

It was In the year l 630 that all the calamities,

which had hitherto menaced the eledorate, of Bran-

denburg, broke out, and the ftorms that roared in

the neighbourhood, all joined to deftroy this.mife-

rable country. Walftein, who had taken up his

quarters in the elector's territories, raifed moft ex-

orbitant contributions on them : Surprifing ! that

the Imperial armies (hould thus feverely treat a coun-

try, whofe prince was clofely united to the emperor.

It is eafy to judge of the fituation of the ele(^or

George- William at that time, by his anfwer to Fer-

dinand II. who invited him to the diet of Ratifbon.

He fays : The Marck is fo greatly exhaufhdy as to

be incapab'.e of ft^pp y'mg my ordinary expences^

much

* This is faid to have been the plflure of a fea-fight, in whick

the Duich had been vidorious over the Engliih.
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much kfs thofe &/ a journey of that kind. The
regiments of Pappenheim and St Julian were quartered

in the middle Marck, which they drained of 300,000

crowns in (ixteen months. The filver mark at that

time was nine crowns ; at prefent it is twelve ; fo

that this fum would now amount to 400,000 crowns.

It is faid that Walftein drew from the whole eledorate

the fum of 2000000 of florins, which in our prefent

fpecie, would make 1,777,777 crowns. This ac-

count appears to me exaggerated, and I believe it

"would be no miflake to abate two thirds of the

fum.

In the mean while Guftavas Adolphus entered

Germany, and made a defcent upon the ifle of Ru-

gen, from whence he djflodged the Imperialifts by

the help of the ftrong garifon which he had at Stral-

fund. At the approach of the Swedifh army, the

emperor gave notice to th# electors of Saxony and

Brandenburg, to furnilli provifions and ammunition

to his troops, promiling in return to moderate the

edi<St of reftitution in their favour. While the diet

was aflembled at Ratisbon, Guftavus m^de himfelf

mafter of Pomerania, threw a Swedifh garifon into

Stettin, and chafed Torquato Conti, who com-
manded the Imperial troops, from this duchy.

This king concluded a treaty with the duke of

Pomerania, by which it was ftipulated, that if, af-

ter his deceafe, the fucceflion of that country fliouid

be difputed with the eledlor of Brandenburg, or if

Sweden was not intirely indemnified for the expences

of the war, this province fhould be fequefliered into

the king's hands. The Imperlalifts, driven from

Pomerania by the Swedes, retired into the New
Marck
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Marck, and (Jrew up in a body towards Frankfort

on the Oder.

At the approach of the Swedifh army, the eleflor

raifed fome Intrenchments in a hurry before the gates

of Berlin, where he planted a few cannon, and o-

bliged the burghers to mount guard ; an evident Hgn
that he had no regular troops in the town.

The city of Magdeburg joined with the Swedes,

and promifed them the paffage over their bridge on
the Elbe. The troops of this city drove thelmperi-

alifts out of their country; but Tilly returned with

I?is army, fubdued the whole country, and blockaded

the city.

The proteftants held an alTembly at Leipfick in

-J 63 1, where they entered into debates concerning

their refpedive intereits. The eledors of Branden-

burg and Saxony came to a refolutlon to ftand by

the emperor, and to fummon their arrier-ban, in

order to oppofe the Swedes.

In the mean while Gullavus traverfed the Marck,

to aflift the duke of Mecklenburg. This prince,

who was both the politician and the foldier, fha.de

his troops obferve an exaft difcipline during their

inarch ; and he endeavoured to bring the proteftants

over to his intercfts, by declaring folemnly where-

ever he came, that he had entered Germany with

ho other view than to refcue the princes from the

yoke which the emperor wanted toimpofe upon them,

and to defend their religious liberties. He entered

into an alliance at the fame tim.e with Lewis XIII.

king of France, who had the fame intereft as him-

felf to reduce the power of the emperor. This trea-

ty was concluded at Berwald.

Tiily left a body of troops to continue the bloc-

kade
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kade of Magdeburg, and joining the Imperialids it

Frankfort on the Oder, he traverfed the Marck to

attack the Swedes, who had over run the duchy of

Mecklenburg ; but the fortune of Guflavus prevailed

over that of the Imperial general. The king of

Sweden inarched from the duchy of Mecklenburg to

Schwet, where he pafTed the Oder, and laid fiege to

Frankfort, in which there was an Imperial garifon

of 7000 men. He carried the town by ftorm,

where he found a numerous train of artillery ; and
having afterwards made himfelf mafter of Lansberg

and CrolTen, he turned Ihort all of a fudden, and

marched his army towards Berlin, in order to relieve

Magdeburg, which was beficged by Tilly in perfon.

As foon as Guftavus arrived at Gopenic, he fent

a mefTage to the elector, deCrlng him to put the for-

irelfes of Spandaw and Cuftrin into his hands, in o-

der to fecure a retreat, in cafe of any misfortune.

The eleftor, furprifed at fo extraordinary a demand,

was incapable of coming to any refolution. A pro-

pofal was therefore made of an interview betv/een

thofe two princes. Accordingly they met in a little

wood, about a quarter of a mile from Berlin ; where
the cleflor found Guftavus-Adolphus guarded by a

thou.fand foot, and four pieces of cannon. Here
the king renewed the fame propofals to the eleitor,

who not being able to come to an immediate deter-

mination in this difficult dilemma, defired half an
hour to Gonfult with his miniflers, v^'hich was agreed

to. In the mean while the Swedifli monarch enter-

tained himfelf with the princefTes and the la-lies of
the court : but as the eled:or, after all thefe delibe-

rations, could come to no concluiion, he invited the

king to go with him to Berlin. Guftavus confented,

and



and entered the city with his thbufaftd Swedes, two

hundred of whom mounted guard at the caftle of

Berlin. The reft of the foldiers were quartered upon

the burghers. The day following, the whole Swe-

difli army came and encamped in the neighbourhood

of this capital ; and the eledor, perceiving bimfelfno

longer mafter of his own refidence, acquiefced to

•whatever Guftavus dcfired. The Swedifli garifons

of the fortreffes of Spandaw and Cuftrin took the

oath of fidelity to the eiedor ; and the king gave his

word, that he would give up thofe fortreftes again

to the troops of Brandenburg, as foon as he fhould

have no further occafion for them. Things being

thus fettled, Guftavus advanced beyond Potzdam ; u-

pon whofe approach the Imperialifts, who were in

pofleiTion of Brandenburg and Ratenaw, retired, and

joined the army that formed the fiege of Magdeburg.

The king fent to the eledtor of Saxony, to delire a

' pafiage over the Elbe, at the bridge of Wittenberg,

but it was refufed him, which hindred him from re-

lieving Magdeburg.

This city, which Tilly and Papenheim had not

been able to take by force, was furprifed at length

by ftratagem. The Imperialifts entered into a ne-

gotiation with the city of Magdeburg, by the inter-

pofition of the Hans-towns, aud propofed fome ad-

vantageous condicions. During the conferences, they

affeded to leave off firing on the town ; this de-

ceived the Magdeburghers, whole vigilance was re-

laxed by this falfe fecurity. For moft of the burghers,

who had been on guard all night upon the ramparts,

went off towards morning. Papenheim, who had

carried bis approaches as far as the counterfcarp of

the ditch, took notice of this negleft, and made a

pro-
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proper ufe of it ; he ordered the town to be a/Iaile4

in four places at once, and made himfclf mafter of

the ramparts, without any great refinance. The
Croats marched along the Elbe, which at that time

was very low, and parting the river, attacked the

works on the other fide. Upon this alarm, the garifon

and burghers drew up in a hurry in the public

fquares ; but Tilly, having made himfelf mafter of the

cannon of the ramparts, ordered them to be pointed

diredly againft the ftreets ; and the Imperial troops \

pouring in at the fame time in great numbers, it was '

in vain for the inhabitants to make any further refift- V

ance. Thus this city, which had been one of the ^

moft fiourifhing in Germany, was unfortunately given 1

up to the fury of the foldiers, who ranfacked and
plundered it during the fpace of three days.

i

All that the moft unbridled licentioufnefs and vil-

lany can invent, v/hen men abandon themfelves to

their fury, was committed by thofe foldiers, who had
been let loofe to glut their barbarous cruelty. Thefe '

inhuman plunderers put almoft all the inhabitants to "

the fword ; only fourteen hundred, who had retired )

into the cathedral, and to whom Tilly gave quarters^
j

were faved- After the pillage and malfacre were o- ]

ver, they fet the town on fire, and in a few hours '

the private houfes and public edifices were reduced
,

to a heap of afties and ruins, like thofe of Troy. In
the whole town fcarce 140 houfes were preferved.

\

It is faid on this occafion, that no lefs than twelve

hundred maidens drowned themfelves in the Elbe, to
j

prcferve their chaftity from the dangers to which the

violence of the foldiers might have expofed it.
f

Thefe examples are fine, but uncommon ; and if to /

as they appear fabulous, it is owing either to the cor-

ruption
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^uption of our morals, or to the want of fufficlent au-

thority to afcertain the fact.

After the taking of Magdeburg, Guftavus came

and encamped a fecond time in the neighbourhood

of Berlin. He was provoked at having mifcarried in

his defign, and laid the blame upon the ele<flors of

Brandenburg and Saxony. The king ordered his

artillery to be planted againft the town, and at the

fame time demanded a palfage for his army. George-

William fent the ele^lrefs, and all the princelTes of

his court to the Swedilh camp, to try to pacify this

monarch, and came himfelf foon after : he gran-

ted, a^ it. m^y well be imagined, every article the

king demanded. Upon the elector's return, the

king ordered him to be faluted by a difcharge of his

artillery. But as they forgot to turn them towards

the fields, a great number of houfes and roofs were

damaged by the cannon balls : this indeed was a ci-

vility a little of the Gothic and Herulian order.

The day following the army defiled through the

town, and pafTed the Spree.

The eledlor excufed his condu<5l to the emperor,

by alledging his incapacity of refifting the violence

offered him by a foreign prince. Ferdinand anfwer-

ed him dryly, that the Swedifli troops would not

fpare the Marcks more than the Imperialifts had done.

Tlie eledlor of Saxony, perceiving the fuccefs of the

Swedifti arms, embraced the fide which fortune fa-

voured, and fet an example to all the proteftant

princes. The Swedes reftored Spandaw and Cuftrin

to the elector, and over-run all Lower Saxony.

They entered the old Marck, where the king pof-

felTed himfelf of the camp of Werben, which was

vallly ftrong, by its fituation at the conflux of the

Havel
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Havel and the Elbe. Tilly, being uheafy about

Papenheim, who had been obliged to fhut himfelf up
in Magdeburg, quitted Thuringia to march to his

relief, dnd advanced towards the Swedilh camp. The
good genius of this prince, which favoured all his

undertakings, fuggefted to him a fcheme for furpri-

fing a vanguard of three regiments, which the Auftri*

an general had detached too far from the main body

of the army. Accordingly he furprifed them, cut

them in pieces, and returned to his camp at Wer-
ben. Tilly, in hopes to wipe off this difgrace, wan-
ted to attack the Swedes in their camp ; but the

fituation appeared to him fo ftrong, and the dilpofi-

lions of the enemy to receive him fo good, that he
durft not venture it. Being obliged to retire for

want of provifions, he marched to Hall, with an in-

tention of taking Leiplick, and of obliging the eledor

of Saxony to renounce his. engagements with the

Swedes. Guftavus, aware of his defign, quitted his

ftrong camp at Werben, pafled the Elbe at Witten-

berg, joined the Saxons at Duben, and fell upon the

Imperialifts, whom he totally defeated in the neigh-

bourhood of Leipfick. Among the numerous artil-

lery which the king took in that battle, there were

feveral pieces marked with the arms of Brandenburg,

Saxony, and Brunfwick, which the Imperialifts had
appropriated to themfelves by the right of convenl-

ency. Tilly^ after the iofs of fix thoufand men u-

pon the fpot, was obliged to fly, and colledted the

remains of his ftiattered army in Thuringia. We
fliall not follow the Swedes in the courfe of their vic-

tories : it is fufficient to mention, that Guftavus was

become the arbiter of Germany, by penetrating as far

as the Danube j while Bannier, with another body of

E troop.s
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troops, made himfelf mafter of the open country

3found Magdeburg, where the Imperialifts had ftili a

ftrong garifon. The Swedes, who were now ma-
ilers, eftabllflied a regency in the provinees of Mag-
deburg and Halberftadt.

At the beginning of the year 1632 died Sigifmund

king of Poland j and Uladiflaus was chofen to fill the

vacant throne. The Swedes did not fleep over their

laurels, but eame to lay fiege to Magdeburg. Pa-

penheim, who was in the duchy of Brunfwick, flew

to the affiftance of the Imperialifts ; and Bannier

raifed the fiege upon his approach. But the duke

©f Lunenburg having entered into the alliance of

JLeipfick, came with a fine army to join the Swedes.

Papenheim finding himfelf then too weak to refift

thofe united forces, evacuated the city of Magde-

burg, abandoned the open country, and retired in-

to Weftphalia and Franconia, whither the enemy

followed him. The Swedes took poiTeffion of Mag-
deburg ; and the few that remained of the ancient

inhabitants began to repair the ruins of their coun-

try, and to rebuild their habitations.

The emperor being grown more gentle by the ill

fuccefs of his arms, began to tamper with the eledtorS

of Saxony and Brandenburg, in order to draw thenr

off from their Swedifh alliance ; but his endeavour*

proved unfuceefsful. George-William went even fa

far as to fend fome fmall fuccours to the Saxons,

who were in purfuit of a body of Imperial troops in

SileCa, commanded by Balthafar de Maradas. The
emperor, provoked at this irruption into Silefia, and

defirous to fhew his refentment for the denial

which had been given him by thofe two eledSiors, {entf

an army, under the command of Walftein, to feizc

OH-
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on their eIe<ftorates. Papenheim left Weftphalia to

join Walftein; and thefe generals taking advan-

tage of the abfenee of the king, of Sweden, who was

then in Bavaria, made themfelves mafters of Leip-

fick, Naumburg, Mersburg, Hall, and Gibichinftein.

Lower Saxony would have been ravaged anew, if the

king of Sweden had not fiown to its alliftance. He
came, he died, and dying won the famous battle of

Latzen, The Swedes, tho' conquerors, looked upon

themfelves as beaten, having their hero no longer at

their head ; and the Imperialifls, though beaten,

thought themfelves vidlorious, having no longer Gu-
ftavus Adolphus to dread. After the death of Tu-
renne, the French army retreated, and repafled the

Rhine ; after the death of Guftavus Adolphus^ the

Swedes drove the Imperialifts out of Lower Saxony ;

and all towns which had been taken by Walftein,

were retaken by the elector of Saxony in 1633.
Oxenftiern had after this the diredion of affairs in

Germany ; and the Swedes concluded an alliance at

Heilbrun, with the circles of Franconia^ Suabia, the

Upper and Lower Rhine.

Tho' the eledlCr did not join in the alliance of
Heilbrun^ yet he made fome efforts in favour of the

common caufe, by fending a few fuccours to Am-
heira, who commanded the Saxon troops in Silefia.

The eledor's whole forces at that time confifted of
no more than 3000 hoirfe and 5000 foot. At the

approach of Walftein and Galas he called a

kind of arrierban, or rather a general rifing of all

his fubjefts.

Walftein entered Silefia at the head of an army of

45000 men, and amufed Arnheim v/ith feigned pro-

pofals of accommodation. He feemed to threaten

Saxony ; Arnheim was deceived by this flratagem ;

E a for
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for while he covered that ele<florate, the Impetial

general turned unexpededly towards the bridge of

Steinaw, where he defeated 800 Swedes ; after which

he retook Franckfort, and fent out parties that ra-

vaged Pomerania and the Marck. He fummoned
Berlin to bring him the keys ; but hearing at the

fame time that Bernard of Weimar had taken Ratif-

bon, and that nine thoufand Saxons and Bfanden-

burghers, were advancing towards him, he abandon-

ed all his proje(fts. Berlin was covered by Arn-

heim and Bannier ; and Walftein retired into Silefia^

leaving a (Irong garifon in Frankfort and fome o-

ther towns.

Oxenftiern having found his advantage in the al-

liance which he had concluded at Heilbrun in 1634,

with the four circles, propofed another of the fame

nature to the circles of Upper and Lower Saxony. It

was concluded at Halberftadt ; and the principal con-

tradting parties were the electors of Brandenburg

and Saxony. This Swedifh minifter pulled off the

ynall^ at the afTembly of Frankfort on the Main,

where he propofed to the dates, without any kind of

difguife, to yield Pomerania to Sweden after the death

of the laft duke, as an indemnity for the expence*

which that crown had been at to fupport the Pro-

teftant intereli in German-y. The eledtor of Bran-

denburg was highly irritated at this propofal. It

was indeed too precipitate ; nor fliould Oxenftiern

have made it, till conjundures had been fo favour-

able as to permit him to oppofe openly the pretend-

ons of George-William, without endangering the in-

terefts of Sweden. In the mean while the eledor,

with the affiftance of the Swedilh troops, found him-

fclfat the head of20000 men; fcarce the fixth part

of
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of whom belonged to him. The names of the regi«

ments of Brandenburg that were in that army, are

thefe ; Borfdorff, Wolckmann, Francis Lauenburg,

Conrad Borfdorff, and Ehrenreich Borfdorff. He took

Frankfort on the Oder, where the garifon confifting

of I ooo men were allowed to march out by capitu-

lation ; and the Imperial garifon of CrofTen march-

ed out with white flicks in their hands. But thefe

fmall fucceffes were fuificiently counter-balanced by

the news he received,, that the archduke Ferdinand

and the Cardinal infant had gained a compleat victory

,over the Swedes at Nordlingen. The ele<5tor ofSaxony

could not bear that Oxenftiern fhould have the di-

redion of the affairs of Germany preferable to him-

felf; and George- William was greatly incenfed at

,the propofal made by Oxenfliern at the affembly of

Frankfort.

Thefe pacific difpofitlons produced a very ipeedy

effed. The emperor, defirous of dividing Germany
that had been leagued againfl him, laid hold of the

opportunity with eagernefs, and a peace was con-

cluded at Prague the 20th of March in the year

1635. The conditions were, that the eleftor of Sax-

ony's fecond fon fhould continue adminiflrator of

Magdeburg, and that the four bailiwicks difmembred

-from that archbifhoprick * fhould be left to Saxony.

The eledlor of Brandenburg had affurances given him,

that his rights to Pomerania fhould be maintained ;

and the emperor engaged, not to reclaim the church

lands poffeffed by the proteflants, and to confirm the

pafts of confraternity between the houfes of Branden-

burg, Saxony and HefTe.

After the conclufion of this peace, the Saxon and

E 3 IlH*
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Imperial troops cleared the country of Halbcrftadt

and Magdeburg of the Swedes by whom it was ftill in-

fefted ; but the capital held out for the the Swedes,

The duchy of Mecklenburg, the Old Marck, and

jpomerania, were expofed anew to the calamities of

"war ; the Swedes made incurfions as far as Oranien-

burg, and the Saxons and Imperialifts extended them-

felves along the banks of the Elbe and the Havel.

Bannier, whole attention was fixt upon preferving

Pomerania for the crown of Sweden, alTembled his

troops arRatenaw, and marched by Wittenberg to

Hall, in order to keep off the war from the frontiers

of Pomerania, and at the fame time to relieve the SwC-

difli'garifon that was ftraitened at Magdeburg. The
cle<5tor of Saxony marched with all expedition in-

to Mifnia, where he joined the Imperial troops com-

manded by Morofini. The feat of war was confined

for a while to the banks of the Sale ; but at length

the Saxons obliged Bannier to retire, and the Imperi-

alifts became mafters once more of Magdeburg. Ban-

nier retreated into the country of Lunenburg, and

from thence into the Marck. Here he was joined

by Wrangel, with a reinforcement of 8000 men

;

tipon which they furprifed Brandenburg, and carried

Ratenaw by ftorra,' where there was an Imperial ga-

rifon. Thus this poor deflorate was a prey to the

firft comer, ranfacked, pillaged, and laid wafte alike

by foe and friend. 'All the towns along the Havel

were pillaged twice by the Swedes, and once by the

Imperialifts, in lefs then fix weeks. This devafta-

tion was univerfal ; the country, properly fpeaking,

was not ranfacked, but utterly deftroyed.

Such was the unhappy fate of the Marck, that for-

tune feemed determined to perpetuate the war, by
"^
^ never
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aever declaring himfelf entirely in favour of one fide*

The Swedes unexpectedly refumed their fuperiority

,

Bannier gained a vi<5lory at Witftock over the Impe-

irialifts and Saxons ; the vanquifhed troops never halted

till they got toLeipfick ; the Swedes improved their

advantages, and again over-run the Marck, Wran-
gel came before Berlin, where he put a garifon of five

companies^ and infilled again upon the ele(5lor's de-

livering up his fortreiTes. George-William, who was

at Peitz, made anfwer that he was entirely at the dif^

cretion of the Swedes ; but as his fortrefles were

garifoned by Imperial troops, it was not in his power

to do as he pleafed. Wrangel then quartered his ar-

my in the New Marck.

The emperor Ferdinand II. the tyrant and op-

preiTor of Germany, died at lerigth in 1637, and

his fon Ferdinand III. who was already king of the

Romans, fucceeded him, as if this throne had been

hereditary. During thefe troubles died Bogillaus,

duke of Pomerania, whofe family had been poilelled

pf this duchy 700 years, and in him that family be-

came extindl. As the Swedes were mafters of Pome*
rania, and even of the electorate itfelf, the elector

was unable to afTerthis rights j he was fatisfied with

fending a trumpet to the^ dates of Pomerania, order*

ing them to fall upon the Swedes. This extraordi-

nary embaffy had no efTeCt ; and I believe it is the on*
ly inftance in hiftory of a trumpet's having been

charged with the like commiflion.

In the mean while the Imperialifts, under the com-
mand of Hatzfeld and Morofini, drove Bannier out

gf Saxony, purfued him beyond Schwet, and retook

Landsb^rg. At the fame time Klitzing, the Sax-

on general^ cleared the Marck and the banks

E 4 of
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©ftlie Havel, by driving away the Swedes. The
war, which continually (hifted from one province to

another, was removed again to Pomerania ; and

the Imperialifts received a reinforcement of three

thoufand Hungarians. Thefe, I believe, were the

iirft of that nation, that were ever employed by

the Imperialifts out of their own country. Pome-

rania underwent the fame fate as the Marck ; and

being expofed to the fame incuriions, was taken,

retaken, burnt, and deftroyed.

In 1638 the Swedes received a reinforcement,

which feemed to come only to perpetuate the war,

•with all the horrors that attend it. They drove

the Imperialifts and Saxons out of Pomerania, broke

into the Marck, burnt Bernaw, defeated 7000 Sax-

ons commanded by MoroGni, and obliged Galas, the

Imperial general, to fly before them as far as Bohe-

mia. Notwithftanding this reverfe of fortune, £he

ele<5lors of Brandenburg and Saxony continued firm-

ly united to the emperor.

Thus the Swedes appeared in 1639, for the fourth

time, before the gates of Berlin. The Brandenbur-?

ghers however made an unexpeded diverfion upon
them, by falling upon Livonia with 4000 men from

^ruflia ; but as they negleded to make themfelves

mafters of fome of the ftrong-holds, they were obli-

cd to relinquifli their conquefts, and the expedition

came to nothing. The Swedes revenged themfelves

upon the Marck for their loftes in Livonia ; for

when they drew near to Berlin, the garilpn, which

confifted only of 400 men, retired ; and the town
immediately furrendered ; they likewife furprifed

I 500 Brandenburghers at Bernaw, who were under

the command cf BorsdoriF. Devitz direded his march

towards
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towards Silefia, and Eannler fell to plundering

again the elcdorate of Saxony and the country of

Haiberftadt.

Axelille, who commanded at Berlin in 1640,

kept Spandaw clofely blocked up, but was lefs ftrid

in the blockade of Cuftrin, where the elector had re-

tired for flielter ; the ravages and extortions of the

Swedes were almoft incredible. The dates of Po-

merania held their alTembly, to which the eledor fent

his deputies. The refolutions of thefe dates were not

favourable to the Swedes ; and the eleftor's comniif-

faries took place as reprefentatives of the duke of

Wolgaft and Stettin, at the diet of Ratisbon. . The
fame year George-William took a journey into Priif-'

fia, in order to convene the ftates at Koningsberg,

and to demand of them the arrears of fome fubfidies

due to him ; but he died there the third of De-

cember, leaving to his fon Frederick-William a de>

folate country, void of all refource either in troops

or money.

We cannot, without offending the laws of equity,

charge George-William with all the misfortunes that

happened to him. He was guilty however of two
very capital miftakes. One was his not raiCng an

army of 20000 men, which he was able to main-

tain, and which would have enabled him to fupport

his rights to the fucceflion of Cleves, and might have

been (till more ufefully employed in the defence of his

country : the other was his placing fo unlimited a"

confidence in his minifter the count of Schwartzen-

berg, who had fold himfelf to the Imperial court,

and whofe ambitious views tended even to render

himfelf mafter of the Marck. The complication of

pdd conjundures this prince was in left him only

the
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the liberty of chufing the leaft of two evils. He was

wnder a necelTity of chufing between the Imperialifts

and the Swedes, which he would perfer as friends or

mafters. The edid of reftitution, the defigns of the

Imperial court upon Magdeburg, and liberty of con-

fcicnce, ought naturally to have infpired George-

William with aa averlion to Ferdinand II. but by

joining with the king of Sweden, whofe intention was

to acquire Pomerania, he became fubfervient to his

enemy in depriving himfelf of his juft inheritance.

On the one hand he was greatly difpleafed with the

emperor's feverity, which induced him to liften

to the infiuating artifices of the Swedes ; and on 'the

other, he was provoked at the Swedilh ufurpations,

which made him apply to the court of Vienna for fuc-

cour. This ticklifh fituation was the caufe of his

changing fides continually, and joining with the

ftrongeft ; and the inconftancy of forbjne, which al-

ternately favoured the Swedes and Imperialifts, di4

not give his allies even time to protect him.

FREDERIC K-IVIL L I A M,
furnamed The Great.

Frederick-William was born at Berlin the 6th of

February 1620, He v/as furnamed the Great, and

was really fo. He was a prince that may be faid to have

been formed by heaven, to redrefs by his vigilance and

a<5livity the diforder and confufion into which his

territories had been thrown by the indolence of the

preceding reign ; to be the reftorer and defender of his

country; and the glory and honour of his family.

Nature feemed by miftake to have united in his per-

fon the foul of a great king, with the moderate for-

tune
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tune of an eIe(5tor : and indeed his fpirit was much
fuperior to his ftation. Europe in him beheld a

prince, whofe a<Sions difplayed the noble foul, and

the fuperior genius ; one while tempered by prudence,

another time bearing that charadler of enthufiafm,

which forces our admiration : a prince, who conftant-

ly repaired his lofles, without foreign fuccours
;

who formed all his proje(5ts himfelf, and put them

in execution : who by his wifdom retrieved a defolate

country ; by his policy and prudence acquired new
territories ; by his valour aflifted his allies, and

defended his people : a prince, in fine, who was e-

<jually great in all his undertakings.

Frederick-William was twenty years of age, when
he came to the adminiftration. His education was
like that of Philodletes ; he underftood how to con-

quer, at an age when the generality of mankind feek

only for amufements. He had learnt the military

art under Frederick-Henry, prince of Orange ; and

was prefent at the lieges of fort Schenck and Breda,

Count Schwartzenberg, minifter to George-William,

who was uneafy to lee, in the chara<fl:er of this young
prince, the early fparkles of that fire which afterwards

made fo bright a flame, kept him at as much diflance

as he could from the court, being convinced that his

condufl would not bear the examination offo vigilant

an infpeiflor. The young prince neverthelcfs re-

turned to his father, in fpite of the minifter, and
went with him to Pruflla, where by the decealc

of George-William he took poffeflion of his here-

ditary dominions.

But this fucceflion was in great part in the hands

of the Swedes, wtio had reduced the eleftorate of

Brandenburg to a frightful defart; where towns were

traced only by rubbifh and ruins, and villages by

heaps
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heaps of aflics, which hindered the grafs from grow-

ing.

Nor were the duchies of Cleves, and of the

Marck, more happy ; the produce of thefe provinces

was divided between the Spaniards and the Dutch,

who plundered them alternately, by railing exorbitant

contributions, under a pretence of defending them.

Pruflia, which had been feized by Guftavus-Adol-

phus, was ftiil bleeding of the wounds it had receiv-

ed from the war. Under thefe defperate circum-

ftances Frederick-William began his reign : though

he was a prince without territories, an eledor with-

out power, a fucceffor without inheritance, and juft

in the flower of his youth ; an age which, expofed

to the vivacity of paflions, renders mankind almofl

incapable of diredion
;

yet he gave marks of the

mod confummate wifdom, and of every virtue that

could render him worthy of command.

He regulated his finances, proportioned his ex-

pences to his revenues, and got rid of thofe ignorant

or corrupt minifters, who had contributed to the

mifery of his people, The coujit of Schwartzenberg

was the firft whom he difmilfed : this count was grieat

commander of Malta, governor of the Marck, pre-

sident of the council, and great chamberlain. And
if there had been any other more important employ*'

ments, he would have had them all j for both the

council and court of George-William were concenter-

ed in one perfon. This count, who had foldhim-

felf to the houfe of Auftria, returned to Vienna,'

where he died the fame year.

After the death of Schwartzenberg, the eledor

fen t baron Borgfdorff to Spandaw and Cuftrin, to

fet his feaj to the effefls of the deceafed. The gO'.

vernors
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Vernors of thofe two fortrelTes refufed to obey hirn,

under a pretence that they durft not do it without

exprefs orders from the emperor, to whom they had

taken the oaths of fidelity. BorgfdorfiT diflTembling

the infolence of this behaviour, lay in wait for Ro-

chow, governor of Spandaw, and fecured him, as

he imprudently came out of the fortrefs. The elec-

tor ordered this rebel to be beheaded ; upon which

the governors of his other fortrefTes returned to their

duty.

Frederick-William received in perfon the invefti-

ture of Pruflia in 164 1 , from the hands of Ladiflaus

king of Poland. The eleftor engaged to pay an an-

nual tribute of 1 20,000 florins to that crown, and

to make neiiher peace nor truce with her enemies.

Baron de Leben received, in his name, in 1 642,
the inveftiture of the eledorate, of the emperor Fer-

dinand III. but he could not obtain that of the du-

chy of Cleves, becaufe this fucceflion was ftill in

litigation.

After having difcharged this kind of duties, he

turned his thoughts towards eafing his people, being

defirous of delivering his territories from that mlfe-

rable fituation into which they had been plunged. By
his negotiations he entered into the polTeilion of his

dominions that were withheld from him ; and he con-

cluded a truce for twenty years with the Swedes *,who
evacuated the greateft part of the Marcks of Bran-

denburg. He paid the Swedifli garifons, who were
ftill in pofTefTion of fome towns, 140,000 crowns,

which am.ounts to near 200,000 of our prefent mo-
ney, and athoufand bufhels of corn a year. He con-

cluded a treaty in 1 644 with tbe Heffians, who re-

ftored

* At Stoskholm ; Gotzs and Leuchtrasr were his cnyop.
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ftored to him part of the duchy of Cleves, which had

been in their polTelfion ; and he prevailed upon the

Dutch to evacuate fome other towns.

The powers of Europe, who now began" to feel

the weight of a long and ruinous war, gave ear at

length to propofals of peace. The cities of Munfter

and Ofnabrug were pitched upon as proper places

for opening the conferences ; and the eledor fent his

minifters thither.

The great ^variety of fubje<5ls that were to be de-

bated, the complication of caufes, the multitude of

fovereigns who were to be pleafed, the different pre**

tenfions upon the fame provinces, religion, pre-emi-

nences, the fettling the proper bounds of the Imperi-

al authority, and of the Germanic liberty ; all this

perplexed chaos kept the minifters employed till the

year 1647, when they agreed upon the principal ar-

ticles.

It is not at all necelTary to copy here the treaty of

Weftphalia, on which a laborious author has wrote

a learned and ufeful treatife ; I fhall be fatisfied with

giving fuch heads of it as any way relate to the hi-

ftory of Brandenburg.

France having efpoufed the interefts of Sweden, in-

(ifted upon Pomerania as an indemnity for the ex-

pences which Guftavus-Adolphus and his fucceffors

had been at to maintain the war ; but the eledtof

and the empire refufed to give their confent. Fre-

derick-William at length agreed to yield to the

Swedes the Hither Pomerania, the ifles of Rugen and

Wollin, the cities of Stettin, Gartz, and Golnow,

and the three mouths of the Oder ; adding, that if

the male defcendents of the eledoral line fhould come

to be extind, Pomerania and the New Marck fhould

devolve
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devolve to Sweden ; and that, in the mean tlmc^

both houfes ftiould bear the arms of thofe provinces.

In return, as an equivalent for the ceflions made by

the eleftor, the bi(hopricks of Halberftadt, Minden,

and Camin, were fecularized ; and he was immediate-

ly put into the polTefTion ofthem, as alfo of the coun-

ties of Hohenftein and Richenftein. He had likewife

the expectancy given him of the archbiflioprick of

Magdeburg, of which Auguftus of Saxony was then

adminiftrator.

This peace, which is conSdered as the bafis of all

the pofTeffions and rights of the ieveral princes

of Germany, and of which Lewis XIV. became

guarantee, was publifhed in the year 1648.

Tho*. the eledor's intercfts had been thus fettled,

he was yet obliged to make a new treaty with the

Swedes in '649, for the regulation of difputed lilnits,

and for,the difcharging of fome debts, of which Swe-

den paid only a fourth part. But the ele<5lorate, Po-

merania, and the duchy of Cleves, were not entirely

evacuated by the Dutch and the Swedes, who were ftili

in poifeffion of fome places, till the year 1650.

The duke of Neuburg had like to have throws,

things into the fame confufion, from which they had

been fo lately, and with fo much difficulty, difemba-

ralTed, by perfecuting the proteftants of Juliers.

Frederick-William took them under his protedtion,

and fent general Spaar with a body of troops into that

duke's territories : at the fame time making propofals

of accommodation to him, by the mediation of the

Dutch.

During thefe iranfaaions, CTnarles IV. duke of
Lorrainy a wandering prince, v;ho was expelled his

i| dominions by the power of France, and led rather

the
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the • life of a Tartar than of a fovereign, came to

the afTiftancS of the duke of Neuburg. Upon his ar-

rival, the pacific difpofitions of both parties were very

near vanifhing ; but at length they came to an agree-

ment. With regard to the order of their pofTeflions,

they ftuck to the treaty of Weftphalia *
; and as to

the article of liberty of confcience, it was agreed to

abide by thofe treaties which had been made in fa-

vour of the proteftants, from the year 16 12 tp

1647.

There happened an event at that time in Sweden,

in 16^4, which, from its extraordinary nature, en*

groiTed the attention of all Europe.

Queen Ghriftina abdicated the throne in favour

of her coufin Charles-Guftavus, prince of Deuxponts.

This adion was cenfured by the politicians, efpecial-

ly by thofe who judge of human conduct only by

principles of intereft and ambition. Thofe who pre-

tended to the greateft penetration, would have it, that

the young queen refigned the regal dignity, merely

becaufe of the averfion Ihe had conceived to

Charles-Guftavus, whom fhewas follicited to marry.

The learned were too profufe in their panegyrics up-

on this princefs, for having facrificed, at fo tender an

age, the glittering charms of grandeur to the more

folid pleafures of philofophy. But if fhe had been

really a philofopher, her glory would never have

been fullied by the murder of Monaldefchi, nor

by the continual uneafinefs and regret which (he

{hewed at Rome after her abdication. In the opini-

on of the mofl: judicious, the condud of this prin-

cefs could not but appear extraordinary. She meri-

ted

• The duchy of Cicvcs, the Marck, and Ravensburg fell to

the elector's Iharc
;
Juliers, Bcrgues, a.nd Ilavcnftein to the

duke.
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ted neithei" praife nor blame for having abdicated the

throne. An adiion of that nature cannot be called

great, but from the importance of the motives that

determine it, from the circumftances that attend it,

and from the magnanimity with which it is afterwards

fupported.

Scarce had GharIes«Gufi:avus afcended the throne,

wheii he (hewed his ambition of diftinguifhing him-

fclf in the military art. The truce which Guitavus-

Adolphus had concluded with Poland, was within

fix years of its expiracion. His defign was to o-

blige John Gafimir, who in 164S fucceeded Ladi-

flaus, to renounce all the pretentions which the

crown of Poland formed on Sweden, and to yield

Livonia to him. Frederick-William, who miftruft-

ed the Swedes, faw into their defigns ; but in order

to amufe Sweden, he mediated a reconciliation be-

tween the Swedilh regency of Stade, and the city of

Bremen, whofe difputes related to the liberties of this

Hans-town.

Charles-Guftavus pretended, that his military pre*

parations were defigned againft Ruffia, and fent a

melTage to the elector, defiring him to put into his

hands the ports of Pillaw and Memel, in the fame

manner as Guftavus-Adolphus infiftcd upon George-

William's delivering up the fortreiTes of Spandaw

and Cuftrin, But the fcene was changed ; Frederick-

William had too brave and generous a foul to ftoop

to fuch a condefcenfion. He boldly rejected fo in-

folent a propofal ; and made anfwer, that if the king

of Sweden really intended to attack the Ruffians, he

"would engage to aflift him with a body of 8000

j
men

;
pretending, that the progrefs of the Ruffian

i arms in Poland rendered him apprehenfive, left they

F ftiould
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lEould draw near to his own frontiers. This artful

and polite evafion gave the Swedes to underftand^

that the eledor wanted neither courage nor fenfe.

The republic of Poland having been apprifed by

the eledor of the danger that threatned her, entreat-

ed him to afTift her with his artillery, troops, and

good counfels. This entreaty was followed with

an embafTy, dcfiring him to mediate a reconciliation

between her and Sweden ; and to this foon fwcceeded

another, prefling him to furnifh the fubfidies nece(^

fary for the expenee of the war.

The eledlor, who was well acquainted with th<*

nature of the tumultuous deliberations of this repu-

blic, always ready to declare war, without ever

preparing the means to fupport it, exhaufted by the

rapine of the great, uncertain in her refolutions, ill

obeyed by her troops, and inconftant in her engage-

-ments, made anfwer, that he would neither take the

misfortunes, which they apprehended, upon himfelf,

nor facrifice his own interefts for an ungrateful nati-

on. In order, therefore, to provide for the fecurity

of his dominions, he entered into a defenfive alliance

with the Dutch for eight years ; and he courted the

friendfhip of Cromwell, that fortunate ufurper, who
had gained in his life-time the title of protestor of

his country, which pofterity changed into that of «

tyrant. He tried to make an alliance with Lew-
is XIV. who, after the treaty of Wcftphalia, was be-

come the arbiter of Europe. He flattered the im-

perious humour of Ferdinand HI. in order to engage

him in his interefl: ; but he received no other anfwer

from thofe princes, but compliments and empty

Ipceches.

It was not long before Charles-Guftavus confirmed

thf
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the eleftor's fufplcions. General Wertenberg tfa-

verfed the new Marck with a body of Swedilh troops*

without permifTion obtained, and drew near the

frontiers of Poland. "No fooner had Steinbock at*

tacked that kingdom, than two palatinates cff the Up-
per Poland fubmitted to the Swedes.

Frederick-William, perceiving that the whole

ftrels of the war v/ould be towards the frontiers

of Pruffia, marched his army thither in perfon, in

order to be ready to concert proper meafures, and to

put them immediately in execution. At Marienburg

he concluded a defenfive alliance with the ftates of
Polilh Pruffia. The chief articles were the agree-

ment of a mutual fuccour of 4000 men, promifed

by the contracting parties, and the maintenance of
the Brandenburg garifons at Marienburg, Grodentz,

and other towns.

The Swedes were not at that time the only enemies
'

of the Poles. The Czar of Mufcovy had penetratedl
\

the year before into Lithuania with a numerous army*
i

The pretext of this irruption was a frivolous omif^ I

Hon of fome titles, which the Polifli chancery had ^

forgot to give to the Czar. Strange, that a nation, '

which did not perhaps know even fo much as how to

read, (houldgo to war with her neighbours for fuch.

4 grammatical trifle as the fubfcription of a letter I ^

Charles-Guftavus, taking an advantageof the per*
"

plexity of his enemies, made in a very fhort time a
confiderable progrsfs. He marched his army into

Pruffia, notwithftanding the remonftrances of the

cledor ; his troops took up their quarters in Ducal

f
Pruffia, and advanced into the neighbourhood of Ko-

j

nigs-berg.

j
The eleftor, to whom the Swedes had more than

F % ©ncf
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©nce-offered advantageous c nditions, was corrt«

now to the critical moment, in which he could not

continue his neutrality, without expofing Pruffia to

inevitable ruin He followed therefore the road which

the fnccefs ofthcSwedifh arms pointed out to him,

and concluded a treaty with that crown at Konigf-

berg in 1656, by which he acknowledged himfelf a

vafiTalof Sweden, and promifed to yield homage for Du*

cal Pruflia, on condition that the bifhoprick of Warmia

fhould be feculafized in his favour. In order to

ftrengthen this new alliance, he concluded another

with Lewis XIV. who guarantied to him his pofTefli-

ons in Weftphalia, and upon the Rhine. Not long

after * he changed his treaty with the Swedes into an

oiTenfive alliance. The king and the eleftor had

an interview in Poland, where they fettled the ope-

rations of the campaign, . and particularly agreed to,

retake Warfaw from the Poles, who had driven the

Swedes from that city.

The eledor marched his troops afterwards through

Maflbvia, and joined the Swedi(h army at the con-

fluence of the Viftula and the Bock. The aHies pafled

the Bock, and at the fame time the Polifliarmy paf-

fed the Viftula at Warfaw ; fo that there was no fur-

ther obftacle to hinder them from coming to aflion.

The French miniflerS) d'Avaujour and de Lom-
bres, flattered themfelves with the hopes of recon-

ciling the contending parties, by their negotiations*

"With this intent they went from one camp to the o<

ther ; but the Poles, confiding in their fuperior num-

bers, being. 40,000 ftrong,defpifed the others, whofe

forces fcarce amounted to i 6,000 men, and infolent-

}y rejefled every propofal made to them.

The
* At Marlenburg.
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The Poles were ftrongly intrenched In their camp,

their right extending towards a morafs, and the Vi-

ftula covering their rear towards the left, in a tranf-

verfe line ; in which fituation Charles-Guftavus and

Frederick-William marched up to them.

The king palTed through a fmall wood, with his

right to the Viftula ; but the ground was fo narrow,

that when his troops were drawn out, he could pre-

fent only a fingle front, of twelve fquadrons and

three battalions, to the enemy. He was obliged

therefore to form his men in columns, and the day

was fpent in fldrmifhes and canonading. The in-

fantry did not come up till late ; the elecftor, who had

the command of the left, covered it as well as he

could with the wood, which had been juft palTed by

the right wing ; and the army continued thus under-

arms all night.

The day following, which was the 29 th of July,

the eledlor took pofTeflion of a rifing ground, fitu-

ated towards his left ; from whence hedifcovered a

fmooth open plain, proper for extending the troops be-

yond this little wood. He ordered his column to file pfT

to the left, ftretching along the plain, and flanked it

with fix fquadrons. The Tartars perceiving this mo-
tion, attacked the eleflor on all fides, but were repulled

;

and his whole left wing formed themfelves on the plain.

The Tartars made a new attack, which fucceeded as

ill as the firft; upon which they retired in confufion,

,
The king, finding it impoflible to attack the ene-

j

ray's intrenchments on the fide of the Viifluia, made
jadifpofition for a new attack. A motion of the Po-

JlLQi infantry, which feemed to indicate their intent

^, ofmarching out of their intrenchments, retarded him

jfor forae time ; but a few Sv/edifli cannon^ which

I

f 3 were

i
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were levelled againft the Polifh intrcnchments, did

fuch execution, as often as the Poles attempted to

march out, that they were obliged to return to their

intrenchments in confufion. Charles-Guftavus want-

ed only this opportunity to change his order of bat-

tle. The Swedes, who were in the right wing,

traverfed the wood, and came and formed themfelves

©n the plain, to the left of the Brandenburghers, who
were already drawn up there.

At the fame time the Polilh army marched out of

their intrenchments by their right, and formed a

front fuperior to that of the allies. Their whole ca-

valry was to the right, covered by a village lined with

infantry, and by a battery placed on an eminence.

The king of Sweden advanced beyond them, and

took them in flank. Upon which the Poles fet fire

to the village, and abandoned it, rallying behind

another village, which v/as covered by a morafs.

The king purfued them, and took them once more

in flank, which obliged the Poles to fet fire alfo to

this village, and to retire as before. In this cri-

tical lltuation, the Polifli cavalry made a genera]

effort, and atacked the allies at the fame time

in the rear, in flank, and in front ; but as

this was forefeen, and there were troops prepar-

ed to receive them, the referve dilengaged the

rear, and tlie Poles were repulfed on all fides with

confidcrable lofs. The night coming on deprived

the Swedes this time of a compleat vi<Flory ; and they

waited for the return of day-Jight on the field of bat'-

tie, all under arms,.

At day-break, which was the 50th of July, the

king thought fit to make fome new difpofitions. He
formed his two lines of infantry, the cavalry was

placed in a third, as a referve to the right; where

tho^
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fh« eleiJldr was himfelf in perfon with the cuiraflicrs

•nd dragoons of Brandenburg.

As the enemy were ftill in pofleiCon of a wood o-

ver-againft the left, a brigade of artillery was detached

thither, fupported by 500 horfe. After a fhort

cannonading, the cavalry drove the enemy from the

wood, which was immediately occupied by 200 foot.

The cledor then attacked the Polifh cavalry, who
were drawn up on an eminence, drove them into the

morafles, and intirely difperfed them. The Polirti

infantry finding themielves abandoned, and having

loft their cannon, gave way immediately, without

waiting for the enemy, and fled in the utmoft con-

fafion. The vanquifhed army repafled the Viftula,

and abandoned Warfaw, which furrendered the next

day to the conquerors.

The Polifli army loll 6000 men in the different

engagements* of thofe three days ; and the allies be-

ing haraffed with falling all that time, were not able

to purfue them.

Jolin Cafimir had been prefent himfelf at the de«

feat of his troops ; the queen likewife, and fome of

the principal ladies of the kingc'om, beheld it from
the bridge of the Villula ; but they contributed only

to increafe the Ihamc and confufion of a total de-

feat.

After the viftorious army had refted Ibme time,

they made a march of fix German miles in purfuit of

the enemy. But the eledor liaving received advice^

that a body of Tartarian irregulars had made incurfi-

ons into Prulfia, he left a detachment of his troops

with the king of Sweden, and returned with the main

body of his army to cover his own frontiers. He
?.cq.uainted the emperor with the news of this vidlory

;

F 4 an«l
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irA this prince, who in his heart was far from being

pleafed with the eledor's extraordinary fuccefs, gave

him no other anfwer, than ** that he pitied the Poles

for having two fuch brave princes to deal with.''

Frederick-William, obferving the great need which

Charles-Guftavus had of his afliflance, made fo good

aufeofit, as to obtain the intire Sovereignty of JPrufTia

by the treaty of Libau ; and Sweden referved to her-

idf only the eventual fucceflion.

The emperor, who at that time, in 1 6^y, en*

joyed a profound peace, feemed defirousof concern-

ing himfelf in the troubles of Poland, either with a

view of defending that nation, or of promoting his

own private advantage. Accordingly he fcnt Hatz-

feldt with 1 6,000 men to the afliflance of this re-

public : and Denmark at the fame time efpoufed her

quarrel cut of hatred to Sweden. Ferdinand III. not

fatisfied with affifting the Poles with his troops, en--

deavoured alfo by his perfuafions to rid them of a

formidable enemy, foliciting Frederick-William in

the flrongeft terms to break with the Swedes. This

powerful alliance was to Guflavus a certain omen p^
the inconftancy of fortune.

The eledor, thus prelTed on all fides, refolved to^,<

prevent the laws of necefnty ; and with a good grace

be confented to what he could not avoid granting to

the fuperior force of a diverfion, which the emperor

^d the king of Eenmark were capable of making in

his territories. He Cgned a peace with the Poles at

Velaw ; by which this crown acknowledged the fo->

vereignty of Priflla, and yielded to him the baili-

wicks of Lawcnburg ard Butaw, as an indemnifica-?

lion for thebifhoprick of V\'armia. The city of El»

bing was likcwife mortgaged to him for a fum of mo^
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ney ; and the fucceffion of Pruilia was extended to his

coufins the margraves of Franconia. Poland and

Brandenburg promifed to affill: each other with 2000

men ; the eledor evacuated all the towns of Poland,

that had been garifoned by his troops; and thisim*

portant treaty was ratified at Braunfberg.

The eleilor, by abandoning the Swedes, broke in

fome meafure aJfo with France; he thought it there-

fore necellary to fupply his old alliances with new
ones; and concluded a treaty with the emperor and

the king of Denmark. Ferdinand III. engaged to

furnilh a body of 6000 men, and Frederick- William

a contingent of 3500, in cafe either of the contract-

ing parties (hould want the other's alliftance.

At that time the imperial throne, which was be-

come vacant by the death of Ferdinand III. was fil-

led by the archduke Leopold, whom his father had-

caufed to be created king of the Romans, as early as

1633, in fpite of the golden bull, and contrary to

the opinion of the princes of the empire.

Charles-Guftavus being highly provoked againft the

emperor and the king of Denmark, for defeating the

vaft projedls which he had formed againll: Sweden, in

their very infancy, revenged himfelf upon Zealand,

where he made an irruption, and obliged Frederick III.

king of Denmark, to clap up a peace, which was
figned at Rodfchidt. Scarce had this peace been con-

eluded, when it was broke through again by the king

of Denmark, who, as foon as he was at liberty, an-

nulled a treaty v/hich he had figned through ccnftraint.

Frederick III. tho* the aggrefibr, follicited the elec-

tor to aififl: him againfl Sv/eden, and his requell was

granted.

Frederick
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Trederick'William made the prince of Anliaulf go-

vernor of bis dominions during his abfence, and fet

out from Berlin at the head of his cavalry, and three

thoufand imperial cuirafTiers. He obliged the Swedes,

who were quartered in the duchy of Holftein, to re-

tire beyond the Eider, and threw a garifon of Impe-

rialifts and Brandenburghers into Gottorp ; and, after

having driven the Swedes from the ifle of Aland, he

put his army in-to winter quarters in Jutland.

The year 1 oliowing, in i6«;9, he opened the cam-

paign with the taking of Friderichfoude, and of the

ifle of Fionica ; but he failed in his attempt upon the

ifle of Fuhnen, by the difappointment which he met
with in difembarking his troops, the transport vefl^ls

having been difperfed by eight Swedifh men of war.

In order to divide the Swedifti forces, De Souches

marched into the Hither Pomerania, with a body of
Imperialifts *, and two thoufand Brandenburghers.

This general, and Staremberg, having made them-

felves mafl:ers of feme fmall towns, and of the ifle

of Wolin, laid fiege to Stettin. V/urtz, who was
the governor, made a very brave defence. The news
of this expedition was foon brought to Denmark.
As foon as Wrangel heard it, he flew to the defence

of Pomerania, and landing his troops at Stralfund,

he furprifed i 200 Brandenburghers in the ifle of Ufe*

dom, and threw a reinforcement of 1600 men into

$tettin.

Wurfl: did not let his troops ly idle, but made 91

furious fally, drove the Imperialifts from their ap-

proaches, nailed up their cannon, flung their camp
into a general confternation, and compelled them to

raife the fiege, which had lafted forty-fix days.

The
Commanded by general d;e Dqh'na.
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The eIe<3:or, finding the war was drawing towards

his own frontiers, drew his troops out of Jutland,

and followed Wrangel into Pomerania. He took

Warnemunde and Tripfce, defeated in perfon a de-

tachment of 300 horfe in the neighbourhood of Stral-

fnnd, and finifhed the campaign with the taking of

Demin.

While the war was thus carried on in Holftein and

Pomerania, the Swedes had driven the Poles and

Brandenburghers, in I <>58, from the great and little

Werder, and from the town of Marienburg in Pruf-

(la. But they were expelled from thence in 1659,
by the Tmperialifts and the Poles ; and Polentz, with

the troops of Brandenburg, made an irruption into

Courland, where he took fome towns.

I muft obferve here, for a greater illudration of
thefe military details, that moll of the towns which

Were befieged at that time were incapable of making

a defence of 24 hours, after the manner of befieging

In our times, unlefs there was an army at hand to re-

lieve them.

The euftom of abdicating was become epidemical

in Europe. Queen Chriftina had fet the example,

which was followed by John Cafimir, and Michael

Goribut was chofen in his place.

Amidft thefe troubles and confufions in which the

Korth had been involved, Gharles-Guftavus died in

the flower of life, in f 660. The minority of his

fon Charles XI. allayed the wa^rlike fire of the Swedes,

giving their paflion leifure to cool, and affording

them time to embrace more pacific fentiments.

The beliigerant powers now longed for peace, and
feemed defirous only of the means of fecuring it

;

their animofity, together with the caufe of it, was in-

tirely
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tirely extindl. The feveral princes agreed to open

the conferences in the abbay of Oliva, in the neigh-

bourhood of Dantzig. As ambition was baniflied

from the;fe negotiations, they foon came to a happy

conclufion. The treaty of Braunfberg v/as guaran-

tied in favour of the eieilor, and the fovereignty of

Pruflia was acknowledged. The other powers agreed

among themfelves to re-eHablifh the order of their fe-

veral poiTellions, juft as they had been before the

war.

Pruflia, neverthelefs, fubmltted with difficulty to

the treaty of Brauniberg ; the ftates of this duchy

pretending that Poland had no right to difpofe of

them. Upon this occafion, a gentleman named Rhode,

and who was one of the moil turbulent of the mal-

contents, was put under arreft. Thefe firft motions

of revolt were eafily fuppreffed by the ele(5lor, who
was accuilomed to furmount the greateft difficulties ;

and foon after he received in perfon the homage of

the Pruffians at Konigfberg.

Frederick-William, who. was the defender of his

fubjeds in time of war, had a noble ambition of (hew-

ing himfelf their father in time of peace. He re-^

lieved thofe families which had been rained by the

enemy, and built new walls for towns whofe old

ones had been deraoliflied. Forells, and favage beafts,

their wonted inhabitants, difappeared to make room

for colonies of hufbandmen, and for the numerous

herds, which now grazed in places that had been laid

•wade by the fury of the fword. Induftry and rural

csconomy, things fb ufeful, and yet fo defpifed, were

encouraged. New villages were daily feen to rife,

new canals were cut out for the conveniency of the

inhabitants; and even a bed was opened for an artifi*

cial
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cial river, which, joming the Spree.-to the Oder, fa-

cilitated the commerce of the different provinces, by

enabling them to communicate their feveral commo-

dities. Thefe wife arrangements were owing as well

to Frederick^William's continued application to (late-

affairs, as to the goodnefs and humanity of his cha-

rader. This prince was perhaps ftlll greater in this

refpeft, than by his heroic valour and political abili-

ties, which enabled him to take a proper manner and

lime for the execution of all his prcjeds.

In 1 66^, the Turks attacked the emperor in Hun-

gary, arid he fent him a reinforcement of 2000 men,

under the command of the duke of Holftein.

The Poles had a war of the fame nature to main-

tain againfl: the Infidels, upon which occafion he af-

filled Michael Coribut with a body of men.

He received the eventual homage of the city of
Magdeburg, and garifoned it with his own troops.

He acquired the lordfhip of Regenftein, which was a

fief of the duchy of Halberfladt, and maintained his

rights, in oppolition to the duke of Brunfwick's pre-

tenfions. He reconciled, in 1665, the duke of Lu-
nenburg's fons, who were tearing one another to

pieces for their paternal inheritance; he terminated

by a treaty the differences which ftill fubfifted between

him and the dukes of Neuburg, relating to the fuc-

ceflion of Cleves ; he entered into a defendve alliance

with Sweden, and concluded a quadruple alliance at

the Hague with the king of Denmark, the republic of
Holland, and the duke of Brunfwick, to which the

emperor acceded.

The intent of thefe alliances was to fecure the

tranquillity of Germany. And yet the great pre-

caution taken to render them fo numerous feemed to

diminlfh their va^uc. Not-
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"Kotwitbftandlng all thefe endeavours^ Lewis XIV.
dlfturbed the peace of Europe in 1667, by invading

the Spanifli Netherlands. The reafon given by him

for this war was his demand of Maria Terefa's for-

tune, which had not been paid. Though this pre-

text did not feem to bear the fame weight at Madrid

as Jit Verfailles, yet Lewis XIV. thought he pro-

ceeded according to rule in invading the Spanifli Ne-

therlands, whofe towns at that time were but poorly

garifoned.

France being attentive to prevent any alliances that

might be formed for the fupport of the Spanifli intereft,

thought proper, in this conjunfture, to court the

cledlor's friendfhip; and this prince engaged not to

concern himfelf in the war, which in fadl was quite

foreign to him.

As early as the year 1670, the defigns which Lew-

Is XIV. bad formed againft the United Provinces

were not fb fecret but fome politicians fawinto them.

Thofe who are leaft interefl:ed in affairs are often-

times the moft clear-lighted. Frederick-Wiljiam guef-

fed at the French king's intentions, and endeavoured

to divert the ftorm which threatned the Dutch. Lew-

is XIV. infl:ead of coming into the eledor's pacific

views, tried to make him a party in the war. For

this purpofe he fent the prince of Furftemberg to Ber-

lin, who was aflioniflied to behold a fovereign that

preferred the fentiments of friendfliip and gratitude

to the bait of intereft, and the feducing charms of

ambition.

Frederick-William concluded a treaty at Bill^feldt

with the eledor of Cologne, the biftiop of Munfter,

and the duke of Neuburg, for the defence of the U*

mtcd Province!. Scarce had this engagement been

entered
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entered upon, when the duke of Neuburg and the

cle^f^or of Cologne deferted to the oppofite party.

Such was the fituation of Holland, attacked by

France, and haralTed by the eledor of CoJogne and

the bifhop of Munfter, that fhe was aimoft deftitute

of hopes of afliftance from the generofity of her allies.

The unfortunate have an opportunity of making an

infallible experiment of the human heart ; for the de-

cline of fortune is generally attended with that of

friendlhip. What expectation then could Holland

have to find a prince of fo magnanimous a foul as to

attempt to flop Lewis XIV. in the triumphant courfe

of his profperity, and to expofe himfelf, at the fame

time, to the calamities wl^ich the republic had reafon

to apprehend both for heriielf and her deli\/erers. And
yet fuch a deliverer was found in Frederick-William^

who entered into an alliance with this republic at the

very time that Europe expe<5led to fee her overwhelm-

ed by thofe waters over which ftie had fo abfolutely

reigned.

The eledor engaged tofurnilh her with 20,000 men,
half of whom were to be maintained at the expence of
the republic , and both parties agreed not to make a

feparate peace. The emperor Leopold followed the

ele^or's example, by acceding to this alliance.

The invafion of Lewis XIV. had changed the face

of government in Holland. The people, grown de-

fperate by the public calamities, laid the blame on the

penfioner, and revenged themfelves of the miferics

that threatned Holland on the brothers de Witt. Wil-
liam prince of Orange was unanimoufly elected Stadt-

holder. This prince, who was only nineteen years

of age, became the moft implacable enemy that the

ambition of Lewis XIV. had to contend with-

Scarce
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Scarce had the cle<5lor afiembkd his army, \vhen he

marched towards Halberftadt, where he expefled to

be joined by Montecuculli with ten thoufand Imperi-

alifts. He continued his march towards WeftphaHa
;

but Turenne quitted Holland, took fome towns in

the county of Cleves, and came to meet him at the

head of 30,000 French. In the mean time Groning-

.en was evacuated by the biftiop of Munfter, and the

fiege of Maeftricht was raifed by the French ; which

were the fird fruits of this diverfion.

Montecuculli had received private orders from the

emperor not to ad offenfively. The eleftor s inten-

tion was to fight Turenne, and to march diredly to

the afTiftance of the Dutch. But as Montecuculli

would not confent to this, and the Brandenburghers

were not ftrong enough to attack Turenne, Frede-

rick-William was obliged to conform to the emperor's

intention, and he direfted his march towards Frank-

fort on the Main, acquainting the prince of Orange,

at the fame time, with the motives of his condud.

This march neverthelefs obliged Turenne to repafs

the Rhine at Andernach, and rid Holland of 20,00a

of her enemies.

The eledor v/anted to follow Turenne, and hacj

made all the necelTary preparations for palling the.

Rhine at Kirftein ; but Montecuculli ftill oppofed it,

declaring that the Impeiialifts fhould not pais that ri-

ver. Thus the campaign was fruitlefsly fpent, and

the eledor took up his winter-quarters in Weftphalia.

Turenne made a proper ufe of this inadtion ; he

pafled the Rhine at Wefel, and made himfelf mafter

of the duchy of Cleves, and of the county of Marck,

from whence he advanced into Weilphalia, At the

fame
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fame time the blfliop of Munfter ventured to befiege

BIJIefeldt, but was diTappointed in the attempt.

The prince of Anhalt advifed the eledor to attack

Turenne ; but the fame reafons for avoiding an en-

gagement fliil fublifted. As the emperor had not de-

clared war againft France, he did not care that his

troops fhould a(5t offenfively, and the Brandenburgh-

ers were not ftrong enough of themfeJves to venture

an engagement with fuch an enemy.

The Dutch were ftill behind-hand in the fublidies

which they had engaged to pay to the e]e<5t:or ; be-

fides, as neither Spain nor the emperor had declared

againft France, dl the territories of Weftphalia were

in danger of being loft. Under thefe conjunctures

Frederick-William was dilpofed to come to an agree-

ment with Lewis XIV. A peace was accordingly

concluded at Voffen, and the French king ratified

it in his camp before Maeftricht. The elector was

reinftated in his poffeilions, excepting the cities of

Retz and Wefel, which the French kept till the con-

clufion of a peace with Holland. He engaged like-

wife not to aflift the Dutch any more ; but referved

to himfelf the liberty of defending the empire, in cafe

it was attacked. The other articles of this treaty re-

late to the indemnity for the ravages committed by
the French troops, which Lewis XIV. promifed to

pay to the eledor.

Notwithftanding the endeavours that were ufed,

the French could never be prevailed upon to comprize

Holland in this treaty. Frederick-William had lacri-

! ficed himfelf for this republic ; and if his generous

example had been followed, at leaft in part, by tiie

'Other princes, his expedition would have been de-

G ciiive
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clfive, and he would not have been obliged to fub-

niit to the fuperior power of Lewis XIV.
Even the very enemies of Frederick-William felt

the effeds of his magnanimity.

A Frenchman, by name Villcneuve, who was in

Turenne's camp, made offers to the eledlor of mur-

dering the French general, Frederick- William fhud-

dered at fo horrid a propofal, and gave notice to Tu-

renne to beware of the traitor, who was in his own
army ; adding, that he embraced this opportunity

with pleafure of teftifying, that the efteem he hacj

for his merit was no way altered by the mifchief

which the French had done to his territories in

Weftphalia.

The ambition of Lewis XIV. was increafed by

his pofterity. He had over-run Holland in
1673J

and 1674, ^^^ obliged her allies to abandon her,

while the terror of his arms kept the two branches

of the houfe of Auftria in a ftate of inadion. At the

fame time his troops committed mod horrid exceiTes

in the Palatinate, by levying contributions with the

utmoft rigour, and opprelling the people The elec-

tor Palatine complained to the diet ; and the emperor,

who had been a quiet fpediator of the conqueft of

Holland, waked out of his lethargy, as foon as the

fecurity of the empire itfeif was in danger. He de-

clared war againfl: France, the only war perhaps that

the houfe of Auftria ever undertook for the fecurity

and defence of Germany.

Leopo'd joined with Spain and Holland ; an4

Frederick- William engaged to lead an army of r 6000

men to the affiftance of the empire, which he was

permitted to do by the treaty of Volfen. Spain and

Hoi-
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Holland promired to pay for the maintenance of hh
troops.

The beginning of this campaign proved unfucc^fs-

ful to the allies. The Dutch were defeated at Senef

by prince Conde, the duke of Lorrain was beaten at

Sintzheim, and M. de Bourrionville at Holtzhelm in

Alface, both by marHial Turenne.

The elecftor pafTed the Rhine at Strasbnrg, and

joined the Iraperialilts a few days after their defeat.

Here he found the different generals of the army

greatly divided, and more bent upon hurting one a-

aother than the enemy.

By the junction of the Brandenburghers this array

was 5C,0Q0 ftrong. The eledtor, who was defirous of

glory, and wanted to fight, could never perfuade

Bournonville to hazard an engagement ; fo that the

campaign was fpent in obferving Turenne. The ar-

my marched to Kokersburg, and the Brandenbur-

ghers made themfelves mafters of the fmall caftle of

Wofelfheim ; while Turenne, who aimed at fome-

th-ng more important, repaffed the Sarre, and retir-

ed into Lorrain.

The elector extended his quarters from Calmar to

Malfmunfter, and the Imperialifts blocked up Brifac,

Turenne had confiderably the advantage over an

army torn by divifion and jealoufy, efpecially after

having received a reinforcement of lo,oco men from

the army in Flanders. He had retreated like Fabius,

but now he advanced like Hannibal.

The elector fbrefaw what happened. He advifed

Bournonville to colledl his fcattered forces ; but this

general, thinking hlmfelf fecure, rejefted his advice.

In the mean time Turenne pafTed by Tan and Bed-

fort; broke into the Imperial qua:cters^ \yhere be

G 2, fur-
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furprlfed a detached party, defeated Bournonvilje in

the Sundgow near Mulhaufen, and purfued this ge-

neral, who made all pofTible expedition to join the

eleftor in the neighbourhood of Colmar. Turenne

came round this camp with his feccnd line ; upon

which the eleflor finding himfdf ftraitened for

ground, flanked by Turenne, and contradided by

Bournonville, decamped in the night, ana repailed the

Rhine at Strasburg.

The Imperialiits raifed the Cege of Brifac, and the

French became once more mafters of Alface.

Frederick-William put the troops of Brandenburg

into winter quarters in Francoriia.

This ill fuccefs ought not to furprife ihofe who-

are acquainted with the principles and condu(5t of the

Imperial court.

The council of Vienna was widely different from

that of Verfailles, and Bournonville was no way a

match for Turenne.

At Vienna, the minifters, who were mere politici-

ans, and unprac'^ifed in the art of war, fettled the o-

perations of the campaign in their clofets, and the

generals were only intruded with the execution of

them : they were led, as it were, by leading-firings,

in an employment that requires the grcatefl freedom

and ad:ivity.

At Vierfailles, the generals were made acquainted

with the intentions of the court, and the Conde's and

Turenne's were thought men of fuificient capacity to

be depended upon for the manner of putting them in

execution.

The abbe Fouquet, cardinal Mazarine's favourite,

took one day the liberty to point out with his finger

on a map; the place where raarfhal Turenne fhould

pafs



< 8j )

pafs that river. Turenne replied coolly, Sir, your
Jinper is not a bridge.

The French generals were like fovereigns in their

armies. As their abilities were known, they were
J aid under no conftraint, but in every thing were
left to follow the free impulfe of their genius ; thus

they made a right ufe of thofe moments, which the

enemies loft in the difpaiching of couriers, to ask

leave to execute fuch things, as were no longer prac-

ticable at their return. Hence it was that Frederick-

William never made fo great a figure at the head of
the Imperialifts, as when he commanded only his

.own troops.

The emperor, w^ho had given him little more than

a nominal command, placed his whole confidence in

his own generals. Thus Montecuculli defeated every

fcheme formed by the elector in the campaign of

1672 ; becaufe, as the Imperiaiifts had not declared

war againit France, rhey avoided acting oifenfively,

and were fatisfied with the ceremony of making their

appearance in the armies.

Bournonville, who had been beaten at Holtzheim
in the above mentioned campaign, received orders

not to hazard another engagement. Very likely he
pppofed the eIe(^or's fchemes thro perfonal jealoufy,

and to prevent its being faid, that this prince's fupe-

fior [kill in the military art, had retrieved the lorfes,

whjch had been fuftained thro' the other's incapa-

ci-ty.

The French, not fatisfied with recovering Alface,

wanted to weaken the Imperial army, which might
have been able to deprive them in the fpring, of the

advantages they had obtained during the winter.

For this purppfe they created new enemies to the e*

G 3 lector.
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leftor, who, by the diverfion they made, obliged

him to return to his own dominions.

Kotwithftanding the defenfive alliance, which the

elector had concluded with the crown of Sweden, and

the duke of Neuburg, in 1673, Wrangel marched

into the Marck in 1675, at the head of a Swedifh

army.

The prince of Anhalt, who at that time was go-

vernor of the Marck, complained bitterly of this

Swedlfh irruption. Wrangel anfwered, that the

Swedes fliould withdraw, as foon as the ele(5tor con-

clue'ed a peace with France.

This prince acquainted the ele<5lor with the de-

vaftation of his territories, and the enormous excef-

fes committed by the Swedes, But as he had not a

fufficient number of troops at Berlin to prefent him-

lelf before an army, the eledor thought proper that

he fhouid not engage the Swedes, but wait his arri-

val.

While the elector's troops refrefhed themfelves

after their fatigues, in their winter quarters in Fran-

coiiia, tlie peafants of Brandenburg, impatient of a

foreign yoke, and driven to defpair by the exto tions

of the Swedes, alTembled in bodies, and gained fome
•advantages over their opprelTors. They formed

themfc'ves into feveral companies, and the elf(5tor's

name was in their colours, with this infcription,

"For our prince and country ive facrifice our lives*

In the mean time while Wangelin fell ill, which in-

creafcd the liccntloufnefs of the foldiers, they did

not ev-en fpare churches, but carried their rapacious

cruelty to the highell degree of violence.

While
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" While the Marck fighed after a deliverer, Fre-

derick-William was making preparations to con-

found the infolenceof his enemies. He fetout froni

Franconia, and arrived the n th of June at Magde-

burg. Immediately he ordered the gates of the town

to be (hut, and ufed every precaution to conceal the

news of his approach from the enemy Towards the

evening his army paffed the Elbe, and direding their

inarch through by-ways, reached the night following

the ga:tes of Rathenaw. The elector gave notice to

the baron de Brift, who was there at that time, of

the arrival of his troops, and concerted v/Ith him
proper meafures tofurprife the Swedes.

The regiment of Wangelin was in garifon In the

town. Brift invited the officers of this regiment to

fup with him. During the entertainment they were

overpowered with liquor ; and while rhey flept them-

felves fober, the elecftor ordered leveral detachments

of his troops to pafs the Havel in boats, and to at-

tack the town on all fides.

General Dorfling, pretending to be a Swedifh

party, purfued by the troops of Brandenburg, was
the firft who entered Rathenav/, and cut the guards

in pieces. At the fame time the gates were forced

bpen and the cavalry cleared theftreets; the Swe-
difli officers could fcarce believe, when they awaked,

that they were the prifoners of a prince, whom they

imagined to be in Franconia at the head of his troops.

The adventure was fo extraordinary, as to appear

like a dream

The elector, who well knew the vafl: confequence

of embracing the critical moment, wouid not wait

for the arrival of his infantry In this delicate con-

j unsure he marched to Nauen, in order to cut off

G 4 two
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two principal bodies of the Swedifh troops, one of

%vhich was in the neighbourhood of Brandenburg, and

the other near Havelberg. That of Prandenburg

had pafTed the Nauen, an hour before the eledor's

arrival. He purfued rhem clofely ; but not being

able to come up with them, he was informed by pri-^

foners and deferters, that they were marching

to Fehrbellin, where they had fixed the rendezvous

with thofe of Havelberg.

The eledor's army confifted of 5600 horfe ; he

had no infantry, and yet he carried with him twelve

pieces of cannon. He did not hefitare a moment to

attack the enemy, notv/ithftanding the inequality of

numbers, and the difference between the troops that

compofed the tu'O armies. He had only a body of

horfe, and the Swedes had ten regiments of foot,

with fome dragoons.

Frederick- William gave the van-guard on the i8th

of June to the prince of Homburg, with 1 600 horfe,

ordering him to reconnoitre the enemy without com*

ing to an engagement. This prince fet out for the

expedition, and after paffing through a wood, he

found the Swcdifh troops incamped between the villa-

ges of Hackenburg and Tornow,with a morafs in their

rear, the bridge of Fehrbellin beyond their right, and

a fmooth plain in their front. He drove the advanced

guards before him, and came up with them flying to

the main body of their army, who marched out of

_their camp immediately to draw up in order of battle.

This prince was carried away by the warmth of his

conftitution, and let himfelf be drawn into an engage-

ment which might have been attended with a fatal con-p

fequence, if the elector, apprifed of the danger, had

not immediaiely flown to his aflliftance.

The
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The eleflor, who was a prince of quick and juft

penetration, and of furprifing adivity, made ufe of

a bank of fand to eredt a battery, which did great ex-

ecution. AstheSwedifh army was thrown intofome

confufion, he fell inftanJy with all his cavalry upon

the enemy's right wing, and defeated them intirely
;

the body guards, ard the regiment of Oftrogothia

were cut in pieces, by the cavalry of Brandenburg,

The defeat of the right brought oti that of the left ;

numbers of the Swedes threw themftlves into themo-

rafTes, where they perifhed ; the remainder flew with

precipitation to Fehrbellin, • where they broke down
the bridge.

The eledor being unprovided with infantry could

not force the bridge to purfue them ; he was there-

fore fatisfied with pitching his camp on the field cf

battle, where he had gained fo much glory. He
forgave the prince of Homburg for having cxpofed,

by his temerity, the fortune of a whole nation, tell-

ing him, " Were I to judge you according to the

rigour of the military laws, you deferve to lofe your

life ; but heaven forbid I ihould ftain my laurels

with the blood of a prince, who has been one of the

principal inftruments of my vidtory."

The Swedes loft eight colours, two Oandards,

eight cannons, 3000 men, and a great number of
officers, in this memorable and deciiive adion,

Dorfling purfued them the day following took a
GonCderable number of them prlfoners, together with

their baggage, and the grcateft part of their plun-

der.
^
The Swediui army, which was now reduced

to 4000 men, made their efcape by the way of
Ruppln and Whitftock into the country of Meck-
lenburg. I think that Casfar's vcnl^ vidl, vut^ may be



C 9° )

juflly applied to the ele<5tor, upon this glorious ex-

"pedition.

It Was owing to the fuccefs of the arms of Bran-

denburg, that the Swedes were declared enemies of the

empire for attacking one of its members. Had for-

tune favoured the Swedes, perhaps they would

have found allies.

' The eledtor, v/hofe army was now increafed with

Imperial and Danifh reinforcements, refolved to at-

tack the Swedes in his turn in their own country ;

he marched therefore into Pomerania, where he ma,de

him (elf mailer of the three principal pafiages of the

Peene.

The Brandenburghers, who looked upon them-

felves as invincible under the command of their prince,

took the town of Wolgaft and the ifle of Wolin.

Wifmar did not furrender to the Danes till after the

prince of Homburg had joined them with a reinforce-

ment of electoral troops.

The eledlor, and the king of Denmark, whofe in-

terefts were equally connefted in their war againft the

Swedes, entered into a clofer engagement in 1676,

to adt with greatefl vigour.

In the mean while the garifon of Stralfund attempt-

ed during the winter to diflodgethe Brandenburghers

iVom the ifle of Wolin. Mardefelt landed a body

of troops, and laid (iege to the capital, which was

defended by an electoral garifon. The vigilance of

Marfhal Dorfling made them pay dear for the temeri-

ty oF the-r enterprife ; he drew fome of his detach-

ftients together, palfed over into the ifle of Wolin,

beat iViardefeldt, and would have entirely defeated

him, if the Swedes had not got on board ill a hurry,

and made their efcape to Stralfund.

At
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At the beginning of this campaign, the Baltic

was covered with two powerful fquadrons, which

locked the Swedes up in their harbours, and hindered

them from fending fuccours to Pomerania. The
Dutch were commanded by Tromp, the greateft ad-

miral of his age ; and the Danifli fleet was under the

command of Juhi^ an admiral likewiie of eftablifhed

reputation. Even the privateers of Brandenburg took

feveral prizes of the Swedes.

This nation, forefeeing the diScuIty of withftand-

ing fuch a number of enemies, attempted to make
propofals to the eledor, in order to draw him oiTfrom

his allies, or perhaps to fet him at variance with them.

Wangelin, whO' was made prifoner at Rathenaw,

-founded the eledor's mind, and made overtures tend-

ing to an accommodation; but this prince refufed to

dnter into any kind of negotiation.

Frederick- William put himfejf at the head of his

troops, and took Anclam, in fpite of general Ko-
•nigfmarck, who atlempted to relieve the town. He
turned afterwards his vi(5torions arms towards Stettin,

-^hich he only blockaded, becaufe the feafon was too

far advanced to betjege it in form.

The enfuing campai.i^n in 1677 was opened with

a fea-fight, in which the Danes defeated the Swediflx

Heet.

Charles XI. who had hitherto b-^en in a ftate of
pupillage, began to appear like a king His firft ef-

fay was the gaining of the famous battle of Lundin
In Scania, where Chrlftlan V. lofl 6oco men.

Fortune, which favoured the Sv/edes againfl the

Danes, feemcd to defcrt them when they had to deal

mxh th? elector , for the campaign of Pomerania

'turned out to their difadvantage.

The
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The ele^or opened the trenches the 6th of June bc^

fore Stettin. The Brandenburghers attacked the town

toward the left bank of the Oder; their allies the Lu-

sienburghers carried on their approaches on the right

bank, and the iiei^e ialted fix months.

The fortifications of Stettin confifted of earthen

baftions, (urrounded with a ditch, and defended by

a wretched counterfcarp. The outworks confifted

only of two earthen redoubts. In our days this pal-

try town could- not have ftood a fiege of above eight

days At that time the eledor's troops, accuftomed

jOnly to field battles, were quite unpradlifed in fieges,

and deflitute of engineers.

Stettin did not capitulate till the 1 4th of December,

The garifon was reduced to 300 men, and the rela-

tions of thofe days inform us, that this fiege coft the

befiegers 1 0,000 men. The Lunenburghers return-

ed to their own country. The great advantages

which the eledor gained over his enemies did not

make fo favourable an impreflion upon the Imperial

court as rnight have been expected. The emperor

wanted to have weak vaifals and poor fubjeds in Ger-

many, but no great lords or powerful princes. As

his politics a'raed at arbitrary power, he was fenfible

of the importance of keeping the princes of the em-

pire in a ftate of mediocrity and impotence, in order

to exert the tyranny which the houfe of Auftria in-

tended to e(tabli(h in Germany. The emperor's coun-

cil, and, an^ong the reft, one Hocherus, had the in-

folence to fay, that the court of V;enna was uneafy

to fee a new king of the Vandals enlarging his terri-

tories on the borders of the Baltic. This prophecy-

was afterward verified.

While
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While the eledor's campaigns were attended with

a continual feries of triumphs, which were the fruits

of his prudence, the Dutch concluded a feparate peace

with France.

Frederick-William reproached thefe republicans

with their ingratitude. France propofed to this prince,

that he fhould reftore his conquers to tl;e Swedes, and

indemnify them for the expences of the war. Gould

Lewis XIV. have prefcribed much harder conditions

to a conquered prince ? The elector indeed rejected

them ; and, as he had higher views, he wanted to pre-

ferve by treaties what he had conquered by arms.

But he was even happier in his negotiations than in

his viftories.

The war was therefore continued in Pomerania.

In the beginning of the enfuing campaign in 1 6j8,
the Swedes furprifed in the ifle of Rugen two detach-

ments of Danes and Brandenburghers, each of 600
men. The king of Denmark moreover loil Ghrifti-

anfladt, and the ifle of Blechingen.

The eletlor's fortune, or rather his prudence, not
being fubje<5l to caprice, was much more conftant.

He received a reinforcement of 4000 Lunenburghers

apd, with the afliftance of fome Danifli velTels, he
made a defcent upon the ifle of Rugen, drove the

Swedes from thence, and made himfelf mafter of
Fehrfchantz. He took afterwards pofl^efTion of the
ifle of Bohrnholm, fat down before Straifund, and
bombarded this town fo brifldy that it furrendered in

two days. At length he finiftied this glorious cam*
paign with the taking of Grypfwalde.

Fortune feemed to take a pleafure in furniflilng

this prince with every occafion to difplay his great

abilities. Scarce had this campaign been ended,

"When
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when he had tidings brought him that the enemy had

attacked him on another fide, and that general Horn

was niarched from Livonia at the head of Ccop men

to enter Pruffia.

The eledlor received this news without being in

the leafl: furprifed, and applied a fpecdy remedy. As

his genius was fruitful in expedients, it furnifhed him

at the fame time with proper meafures for putting

them in execution; and indeed he pirojeded and exe-

cuted, as it were, at th6 fame time. Hefent general

Gortz before him with 30CO men, who making a

forced march, paiTed the Viftula, and arrived fafely

at Konigfberg, where he was joined by Hohendorft',

and remained there till the eledor's arrival.

During this diverfion, the eledlor's affairs grew ftill

worfe, by the defertion of the emperor and Spain,

who, after the example of the Dutch, concluded a

peace with France at Nimeguen; without taking any

notice of the elector's interefts. Thus this prince

and the king of Denmark were left alone to carry on

the war.

Frederick-William,in order to ftrengthen his party^

concluded a defenfive alliance with thofe very Dutch

who had fo bafely deferted him. He refigned fort

Schenck to them, and forgave them the arrears of

the fubfidies due to him, for all which he received

only empty guaranties In return, which thofe ungrate-

fiil republicans refufed even to fulfil.

In the mean while the Swedes made a confiderable

progrefs in Pnlffia. They burnt the fuburb of Me-

mel upon their march, and made themfelves mafters

of Tihit and Infterburg; their troops fpread them-

felves around, and their different parties over-run

the whole country.

But
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But the eledior foon retrieved thefe lofles by his

prodigious diligence. He fet out from Berlin in 1679,
and put himfelf at the head of 9000 men, whom he

had fent before him under the command of Dorfling.

He pafTed the Viftuia the 1 4th of January, preceded

by the terror of his name, which was now become

formidable to the Swedes. Horn, confounded at his

approach, loft all hopes of withftanding the hero of

Fehrbellin ; and as his troops were alfo disheartened,

he thought proper to retire. Gortz, taking an ad-

vantage of this confufion, purfued, harafted and re-

tarded him in his march; on which occafion the

Swedes loft 8000 men. A great number of peafants

having joined the body of troops commanded by

Gortz, took all the ftragglers of the enemy's army
prifoners.

The elector, who did not lofe a moment of time,

appeared on the banks of the FrlcflihafF. Having put

all his army in fledges, prepared on purpofe, he pro-

ceeded the fame day with his troops (even German
miles from thence, and continued his march in this

new and extraordinary manner. It was a furprifinci

Jpedlacle to fee an army march over a frozen guiph,

which two months before was covered with ftiips.

The elector's march with his army had the air of

a nioft fof^mn and magnificent proceflion. The elce*

trefs and the whole court were with him in fledges,

^nd this prince was received where-ever he came as

the deliverer of Pruflia.

He difpatched Trefenfeldt from Labiaw with ^000
horfe, to ftop the Swedes till he could come up with

them. The fame day he made a very long march
on the gulph of Courland, and arrived, the 19th of

-January, with his little army within three miles of

Ti%
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TilGt, where the Swedes had taken up their quartern.

He received tidings the fame day that Trefenfeldt had

defeated two of the enemy's regiments, in the neigh-

bourhood of Splitter, and that he had taken from

theni twenty eight * colours and ftandards, two pair

of kettle drums, and feven hundred waggons full of

baggage ; upon which he ordered him to improve

thefe advantages.

The Swedes, beaten by Trefenfeldt, haraffed by

Gortz, and intimidated by the neighbourhood of the

eleflor, abandoned Tilfit, and retreated towards

Courland. Gortz came up with their rear, confift-

ing of 1 400 men, between Schukzen, Crug and

Cuadjuc, and defeated them entirely. Both he and

Trefenfeldt returned different ways, loaded with tro-

phies, and conducing a great number of prifoners^

together with all their plunder.

^ The retreat of the Swedes was like to a total rout ;.

liot above 3000 men of their whole army returned

into Livonia, the reft were all deftroyed.

Thus ended this expedition, the only one in its

kind, and in which the ele<5ior fhewed the full extent

of his genius ; an expedition in which neither the ri-

gour of the feafon in that extreme cold climate, nor

the length of the march for an army to the frontiers^

of Livonia, nor nothing, in fine, could ftq[|i»4rim.'"*'

This campaign, which was planned with fo much

prudence and judgment, and executed with fo much

refolution and fuccefs, gained the eledlor nothing.-

more than empty fame. This is the reward of he-

roes^

• Either the number of the Swedes mufl: have been vafily redu-

ced, or there mufl; have been fome miftake in the number of co-

lours I fhonld have fcrupled to relate this fa£t, had I not found

it aJfcertained by the different relations prefcrvcd in the archive*.
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roes, but princes are not always fatlsfied with fuch

payment.

His enemies^ had brought him from the Rhine into

the Marck, and from Pomerania into Prullia. Scarce

had he driven away the Swedes, when the cries oJt

his fubj 6(518 gave him to underfiand that the French

had entered the duchy of Gleves with 30,000 men.

Lewis XIV. infifted upon the entire reinftatement

of the Swedes; and was inflexible upon this article.

Every propofition that the eledor's minifters made to

Colbert was rejeded.

It was an unequal match ; for the eledor of Bran-

denburg and the king of Denmark could not pretend

to cope with Lewis XIV. and Charles XI. Valour

fubmitted to numbers ; and notwithftanding the re-

pugnance which the eledor had to give up his con*

queds, he made a truce of fifteen days with the French,

that they might agree upon the articles of peace ; and

he put them in poffeflion of the towns of Wefel and

Lipftat, till it was entirely concluded.

Upon the expiration of this term, Crequi entered

the principality of Minden with i o,coo men. Here

he was joined by the Lunenburghers, and thefe troops

fhut up between them and the Wefer a body of Bran-

denburghers commanded by general Spaan

Frederick- William, who received nothing but ex-

cufes and refufals from the Dutch, with regard to

their not executing the guarantee, refolved to come
to an accomodation. He fent the baron de Meyn-
tler to St Germains, where they agreed upon the fol-

lowing conditions, viz. that the treaty of Weftpha-

l| lia fhould be the balls of this peace ; that the eledlor

I) (hould have the property of the cuftoms in Further

'} Pomerania j and. that the towns of Camin, Gartz,

'\ H GreifFenberg
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^rielTenbeirg and Wildenbruch, fiiould be yielded m
him. In return, he agreed to reftore to the Swedes

all he had conquered from them, and not to affift

the king of Denmark. Upon which France with-

drew her troops from his territories, and paid him

50,000 ducates, as an indemnity for the mifchiei

which Crequi had done to his fubjefls.

The peace being thus concluded, was ratified and

jput in execution, without any difficulty intervening

©n either fide, to prevent an intire evacuation.

The king of Denmark, who was now the only

champion left in the lifts, foon followed theeledlor's

example, and concluded a peace at FontainbleaU

^ith France and Sweden. With this difference, that

the elector at kaft gained fomething by it, whereas

the king of Denmark, by holding out toa long, got

nothing at all.

The peace of St Germains put an end ta Frederick-

William's military exploits. His laft years were

jnore pacific, and lefs glorious. And yet he ftilJ

fhewed himfelf the great and benevolent man, even

in the mofl: private pallages of his life.

The wifdom, conftancy, penetration, and every

other virtue of this prince, were regulated according

to his different circumftances ; appearing one while

snore fublime, and another time more tender and

obliging ; but always direded by the principles of

Juflice, and tending only to the glory of his reigi^

and the welfare of his fubjedls.

It is owing to a general prejudice, that the gfeat-

cfi: part of mankind idolize the fuccefsful temerity c^

the ambitious. The glory of military exploits ren-

tiers them blind, even t(? civil virtues j iu their

wajr
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way of thinking, the Eroftrati are preferable to th^

moJern Araphions.

Frederick- William was equally admirable at tha

head of his armies, where he appgared as the de-

liverer of his fubjeds ; and at the head of his coun-

cil, where he adniinidred jaftice to his people, and

to his neighbours ; and raifed his country from a

ftate of annihilation, into which it had been plunge4

by the war.

The ele(5tor's virtues were of too extenGve a na-

ture, not to be known ; his excellent endowments
gained him the confidence of his neighbours. His

impartial juilice rendered him a kind of fupreme ar-

biter, whole jurifdidion extended beyond his own
fronriers, by which he judged and reconciled kings

and fovereign princes. He was chofen for a medi-

atjr between the king of Denmark, and the city of
Hamburg. ChriiHan V. received twenty-five thoa-

fand crowns of this town, which ferved as a fponge

to the Danes in their prefent neceflity. This city

was hard prelTed at that time, and would have been

entirely ruined, had it not been for the alliilance andl-

protcvftion of Frederick-William,

The Eaft paid homage to the reputation of this

prince, which had reached as far as Afia. And Mu-
rad Geray, Cham of the Tartars, courted his friend-

fhip.

The barbarian ambaflador appeared in tattered

tlothes, which fcarce covered his nakednefs. They
were obliged to give him other apparel) before he

could be admitted to court. The Boudziake's in-

terpreter had a wooden nofe, and no ears. This

was carrying fimplicity, and the contempt of pomp,

U .3t to.
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to the higheft excefs ; however, Europe was fkr

from growing jealous at this hungry embally.

While the eledlor was courted by the Tartars, he

caufed himfelf to be refpeded by the Spaniards.

This court owed him fome arrears of fubCdies, which

they declined paying him. fie fent therefore to the

coaft of Guinea nine fmall vefTels, which he had made

ufe of in the Baltic ; and this little would-be fqua-

dron took a large Spanilh man of war, and carried

it into Konigsberg.

This prince made two confiderable acqulfitions In

J 680. Upon the deceafe of the adminiftrator of Mag-

deburg, this duchy was incorporated for ever with

the eleftorate of Magdeburg. As director of the circle

of Wcfl:phalia,hehad the Imperial commiffion to pro-

ted the ftates of Eaft Friefland againft their prince,

who had invaded their privileges ; and having th6 e-

ventual fucceffion of that principality, he availed him-

felf of the occafion toput a Brandenburg garifoh inta

Gritzii, and to eftablifh a company of merchants at

Embden, who traded to Guinea, and built Great

Frederickfburg.

But thefe fmall advantages were nothing in copi-

parifon to thofe of Lewis XIV. This prince made
as many conquefts in time of peace as of war. He
purfued a new method, in eftablifhing the chambers

of re-union, whicli by examining the ancient charters

and old precepts, adjudged feveral towns and lord-

fhips to him, which he had taken poffeffion of, as being

originally fiefs or dependences on the prefedlure of

Stralburg and Alface. The empire being exhaufted

with a long war, was fatisfied with complaining to

Lewis XIV. in writing. But as the eledor had not

been included in the treaty of Mimeguen, he refufed to

figa
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fign tills letter, and he concluded, in 1681, alreaty

of alliance with the elcdor of Saxony, and the duke

of Hanover, for the maintenance of the peace of

Weftphalia and St Germains.,.

Lewis XIV. being unwilling to be difturbed by

the emperor, or by the empire, in his pacific con-

quefts, fct his engines to work in the Eaft in 1682,

which foon flung Leopold into the utmoft confufion.

There were flill two years to come of the truce^

which the Infidels had concluded with the Chriftians

after the battle of S. Godart. And yet the Turks

fent fuccours to the Hungarians, who had revolted

againft the houfe of Auftria, and they marched with

a formidable army up to the gates of Vienna.

Leopold, who, like the reft of his family, was no
foldier, fled to Lintz in 1683, wiih all his haughti-

nefs : he would neither make conceflions to the

Trench, who had taken Luxemburg from him ; nor

to the Turks, who befieged his capital. And yet the

empire was incapable to withftand fo many enemies.

At length, the prefling follicitations of the pope, of

Frederick-William, the elector of Bavaria, and of

the chief princes in Germany, prevailed upon him to

agree to a truce, which was concluded with France

the 15th of Auguft 1684.

The fame year the eledor concluded an alliance

%vith the circles of Lower Saxony and Weftphalia,

for their common, defence. In this treaty it was ex-

prefsly agreed, that the princes who aflembled the

confederate troops fhould draw contributions from

the neighbouring flates. The manners of that time

^re too much charaderifed by fuch pafFagc^s as thefe,

to be omitted in our hifl:ory.

Frederick-William had pretenlions to the duch-

H 3 i»s
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les of Jagerndorff, Ratlbor, Oppelen, Brieg, Wo1a«_

and Lignitz. Thefe duchies belonged to him ir.

ftrid juftice by the treaties of confraternity, whicl:

had been concluded with the princes who formerlji

polTefTed them, and ratified by the kings of Bohemia,

He looked upon this as a favourable conjund:ure tc

defire the emperor to fatisfy his juft preteniions, and

to grant him at the fame time the inveftiture of Mag-

deburg. Leopold, who knew no rights but his own^

no pretenfions but thofe of the houfe of Auftria, and

no juftice but his own haughtinefs, granted what he

could not refufe ; namely, the inveftiture of the duchy

of Magdeburg. And yet he wanted a contingent oi

Brandenburg troops, but they were refufed him.

The eleflor however fent fuccours to John Sobiefld,

who was alfo attacked by the Tu^ks in 1 68 5 ; thefe

iuccours confifled of 2coo men.

Every circumftance of that time feemed to contrl*

"Bute to aggrandize the elector. France was diflurbed

by the revocation of the famous edid of Nantes ; and

fuch a migration enfued, as can hardly be parallelled

jn hiftory A whole nation, as it were, departed

the kingdom, thro' the fpirit of party, and Out of

hatred to the pope, in order to receive the commu-
nion in both kinds in another climate, and to chant

Clement Marot's old pfalms in other temples. For

fuch powerful motives as thefe, two hundred thoufaiid

inhabitants went into voluntary banifhment, and a-

bandoned their poffeflions, carrying with them their^

induftry, and manufa^Uircs, to thofe places of refuge

•which they e> changed for their own country., Twen-

ty thoufand French came and fettled in the territories

of the eledor, who by their numbers repaired in

fpme inealure th^ depoi i;ktipn which had been cauf-
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4^ by the wars. Frederick-William received them

with that pity, which mifery excites^ and with the

generofity of a fovereign, who rewards thole artifts,

whofe induftry is fo ufeful to his people. This in*

duftrious colony multiplied, and made ample returns

to their benefadtor for his hofpitality and protection.

The Marck of Brandenburg became foon capable of

drawing from her own ftock thofe commodities, which

fhe had been obliged to impoirt from foreign coun-

tries.

Lewis XIV. was offended at the reception which

the ele(5tor gave to the refugees. Frederick-William,

being apprehenfive that his piety would imbroil him
with France, entered into a more intimate connefli-

on with the emperor, and fent him, in the year

1686, dght thoufand auxiliary troops againft th«

Turks, under the command of Schoning. Thele

troops had a great ftiare in the taking of Buda, and
diftinguifhed themfelv^s greatly at the general aflault

of that town, where they were the firii that entered.

Notwithftanding thefe fervices, they were denied

winter quarters in Silefia, and were obliged to come
back and winter in the Marck. The emperor, how-
ever, granted the circle of Swibus to the eledlor, as

an indemnity.

The reception of the French at Berlin, and the

fucGours granted to the emperor, at length exafperat-

ed France ; (he broke in fome meafure with the elec-

tor, by refufing to continue the payment of the an-

nual fubfidy, which had been granted him by the

peace of St Germains. Lewis XIV. could not a-

vpid breaking the truce concluded with the emperor ;

by maintaining the pretenfions of Charlotte, prin-

tefs Palatine, wife to the duke of Orleans, to fome

H 4 baili-
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bailiwicks of the Paktlnate, which that princefs laid

claim to ; and by repairing the fortifications of Hun-

ningen, tho' this was contrary to the treaty of Nime- |i

guen. So enterprilihg a neighbour alarmed all Ger-

many ; the circles of Suabia, Franconia, and the Lo-

wer Rhine, concluded an alliance at Augfburg, to

guard againfl: the continual enterprizes, which were

formed by the ambition of Lewis XIV.
Notwithftanding fo many fubjeds of complaint,

which the empire had againfl: France
;

yet the em-

peror confirmed the truce in 1687, which he had

concluded with that crown ; for the apprehenflon of

the Turks rendered him prudent and circumfpefl.

And yet we fhall fee in the courfe of this hiftory,

how the eledtion made by the chapter of Cologne, in

favour of the prince of Furftenberg, at that time

bifhop of Strafburg, and protected by France, obli»

ged the eledcr at length to break with a neighbour,

whofe ambition kept no meafures, and who knew no
limits to his power.

The eledtor had no fiiare in this war, but died be*

fore it broke out. He granted his protection for the

fecond time to the city of Hamburg, which was be-

fieged by the king of Denmark in perfon with i 7000
men. Paul Fuchs and Schmettau, both envoys from

the elector, perfuaded Frederick V. to raife ihe

fiege, and to re-eftablifli matters upon the fame foot-

ilig as they flood before that expedition. At the

fame time, the difference was compromifed, relating

t) the four bailiwicks of the duchy of Magdeburg,

which were in the poiTe/Ijon of the duke of Weffein-

fels. The elector purchafed the bailiwick of Bourg.

for ?^!,ooo crowns, and relinquifh'd his pretenCons

to thofe of Querfurt, Yuterbock, and Damme.
The.



The North was in danger of being diflurbed agai»

by the differences which arofe in 1688, between the

king of Denmark and the duke of Gottorp, concern-

ing the peace of Rodfchilt, by which Charles Gufta-

vus had procured for the duke the intire fovereigaty

of his territories. The Danes, offended at this fo-

vereignty, drove this prince from Schlefwick, and

declared that they intended to keep polTellion of this

duchy, as well as of Denmark. The emperor Leo-

pold wanted to intermeddle in the quarrel ; but the

king of Denmark refuled to truft his affairs into any

other hands than thofe of the eledlor. Conferences

were accordingly held at Hamburg and Altena. Fre-

derick V. offered to yield fome counties to the duke

of Gottorp, the income of which would be equal to

the revenues of Schlefwick, excepting the fovereign-

ty. The duke refufed thofe offers, and Frederick"

William did not live to fee a conclufion of the affair
;

for death put an end to his glorious reign.

Frederick-William had been a long time troubled

with the gout. This dlftemper turned into a dropfy ;

and as his complaint grew worfe every day, he met

dea'th with the greateft undauntednefs and refoiution.

Two days before he died, he convened his council

;

and after having affifted at the debates, and decided

affairs with a found judgment, and a perfefl free-

dom of mind, he addreffed his difcourfe to his mini-

fters, thanking them for the fidelity they had fhewn
him, and exhorting them to difcharge their duty in

the like manner to his fon. He turned then to the

eledoral prince, and laid before him the feveral duties

of a fovereign ; he gave him a fhort analyfis of the

ftate in which he left iiis affairs, exhorted him to af-

fift the prince of Orange in the expedition, which he

was
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was then meditating againft England ; and, above

all, recommended to him the love and prefervation

ef his people, as a good father would have recom-

mended his children. After which he performed fome

adts of devotion, and waited calmly for death. He
expired the 29 th of April 1 688, with the fame tran-

quillity of mind, and heroic indifference, which he

had conftantly difplayed in all his victories.

He was twice married, the firil time to Henrietta

of Orange, mother of Frederick HI. who fucceeded

him ; the fecond time to Dorothy of Holftein, who
was mother to the margraves Philip-Alberl;, and

Lewis, and to the princefles Elizabeth Sophia, and

Mary-Amelia.

Frederick-William was endowed with all the qua-

lifications requifite to form a great man, and provi-

dence furnifhed him with the proper occafions of dif-

playing them. He gave inftances of his prudence,

at an age in which unruly and fiery youth give ge-

nerally only marks of licentioufnefs. He never ex-

erted his heroic valour in the purfuit of any bafe dc- .

Cgn; but employed it conftantly in defence of his ter-

ritories, or in the afTiftance of his allies. He was warm

and prudent, qualifications that rendered him a great

politician; he was induftrious and humane, virtues

which rendered him a great' prince. He was infen-

(ible to the dangerous charms of lawlefs love, and

had no other weaknefs, but for his wife and wine.

His fiery temperament rendered him fubje<5l to tranf-

ports of choler ; but if he gave way to the firft: mo-

tion, he always checked the fecond ; and his gene-

rous heart abundantly repaired the miftakes, which

his natural impetuofity made him commit. This

prince was kind, magnanimous; charitable, humane.



C 107 )

«nd naturally inclined to virtue ; he was the reflorer

and defender of his country, the founder of its power,

the arbiter of the feveral princes his equals, and the

honour of his nation. A plain narrative of his life

is his greateft panegyric ; whoever would attempt

to embellift the ftory, would only dirainifh its beauty :

'to touch his laurels would make them wither.

Europe had granted the furname of Great to three

ibvereigns, who reigned almoft at the fame time,

namely, Cromwell, Lewis XIV. and Frederick-Wil-

liam : To Cromwell, for having facrificed every

civil duty to the defire of reigning ; for having pro-

ftituted his talents, v/hich inltead of being ufeful to

his country, were fubfervient only to his ambition

;

for having concealed his 'impoftures under the mafic

of fanaticifm ; for having enflaved his country un-

der a pretence of fighting for her liberties ; for be-

coming the executioner of his king, whom he facri-

ficed to his fury : to Cromwell, a bold, cunning, and

ambitious man, but unjuft, violent, and void of vir-

tue ; a man, in fine, who had great qualities, but

never a good one. Cromwell therefore did not de*

ferve the furname of Great, which is due only to vir-

tue ; and it would be degrading Lewis XIV. and

Frederick-William, to compare them to fuch a rival,

Thefe two princes were confidered, each in hi«

fphere, as the greateft men of their age. Sometimes

the events of their life referable each other ; and at other

times feme important circumftances deftroy the refem-

blance. To compare thofe princes with refpeit to their

power, would be comparing Jupiter to Philodletes,

or the thunderbolts of Olympus to this hero's arrows.

But if, abftracling from their dignities, we confider

them only in regard to their perfonal qualifications,

I am
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i am fatisfied, that whofoever will give his judg"

ment impartially, will not find the foul and adions

of the eledtor inferior to thofe of the monarch.

They had both an engaging and agreeable phyfio-

gnomy, ftrong features, a Roman nofe, eyes that

(hewed the real fentiments of their hearts, an eaf/

accefs, a noble air, and majeftic gait. Lewis XIV,

was fomewhat taller, more gentle in bis carriage,

and more Laconic in his difcourfe, than Frederick-

William, who had contraded a ft iff carriage in Hol-

land, and a more diffufive way of fpeaking in the

univerfities. Their birth was equally illuftrious. The
Bourbons, indeed, reckoned a greater number of fo-

vereigns among their anceftors than the Hohenzol-

lerns ; they were alfo kings of a large monarchy, and

the others only eledors of a country of a fmall ex-

tent, and partly depending on the emperors.

Thefe princes in their younger days had almoft the

fame fate. The young king refiding in his own
kingdom with his mother Anne of Aultria, and his

minifter cardinal Mazarin, purfued by the {lingers

and the princes of the blood, beheld, from a diftant

eminence, the battle which his rebellious fubje<5ts

fought againfl his troops in the fuburbs of S. Antony.

The young prince, whofe father had been ftript of

his territories by the Swedes, was a kind of fugitive

in Holland, where he ferved his military prenticefhip

under Frederick Henry prince of Orange, and figna-

Hzed himfelf at the iiege of fort Schenk and Breda.

Lewis XIV. upon coming to the regency, reduced

his kingdom to obedience by the weight of his royal

authority. Frederick William fucceeded his father

in a country pofTelTed by the enemy, but recovered

his inheritance by policy, negotiations; and- treaties.

Richlieu,
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Richlieu, minifter to Lewis XIII. v/as a genius of

the firft clafs ; whofe abilities laid the foundations of

that grandeur, on which Lewis XIV. had only to raife

the fuperftrudure, Schwartzenberg minifter to George-

William was a traitor, whofe mal-adrainiftration

flung the territories of Brandenburg into that deplo-

rable fituation, in which Frederick-William found

them when he came to the regency. The French

monarch is therefore juftly deferving of praife, for

having purfued the road to glory, which had been

pointed out to him by Richlieu ; but the German

hero appears fomething more than human, by creat-

ing his territories, as it were, anew, and by owing

his grandeur entirely to the adivity of his genius.

Both thefe princes commanded their armies Iij

perfon. Lewis XIV. had under him the moft cele-

brated generals in Europe, the Turenne's, the Con-

de's, and the Luxemburg's ; encouraging abilities of

every kind, exciting merit by the emulation of plea-

ling him, looking on the diredion of armies during the

whole war as beneath him, but not difdaining to make

a campaign ; beCeging towns, but avoiding battles.

He was prefent in perfon at that rapid expedition, in

which prince Conde fubdued Franche Comte in three

weeks. He encouraged his troops by his prefence

when they pafTed the Rhine at the famous ford of

Tolhuys, and drove away the Dutch, who were

drawn up on the oppolite bank ; an exploit which

the idolatry of his courtiers and the flattery of his

poets extolled as miraculous. Frederick-William,

without any able general to advife him, fupplied e-

very deficiency himfelf ; he formed his own projeds,

and put them perfonally in execution ; and tho' he

thought like a general, yet he knew how to fight

like
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like a foJdicr. Asa contrafi: to the parage of tli«

Rhine, I fhall mention the battle of Warfaw, which

lafted three days, and in which the great eledor was

one of the principal inftruments of the victory ; a-

gainft the conqueft of Franche Comte, I (hall fet the

taking of Rathenaw, and the battle of Fehrbeliin,

where our hero at the head of 5000 horfe charged

and defeated the Swedifh army ; and if this is not

enough, I fhall throw into the account the expedi-

tion of Pru/Iia, where his army Hew on frozen feas,

advanced forty German miles in eight days, and

where the name alone of this great prince drove the

Swedes, in fome meafure, without fighting, intirely

out of Pruflia.

The adlions of Frederick-William render him fo

much the more worthy of admiration, as they were

intirely owing to the genius and courage of a prince,

who with few helps undertook the boldefl: proje<5ts,

and executed the mod difficult enterprizes ; his ge-

nius appeared to be fruitful of expedients, in pro-

portion to the increafe of the obftacles he met with.

The adtions of the French monarch dazzle us^

by the magnificence with which they are difplayed,

by the importance of the objedis interefting to all

Europe, and by the multitude of troops that contri-

buted to his glory. Thofe of the German hero

furprife us by their boldnefs and rapidity ; they

force our admiration by the /;harader of enthufiafra

with which they are ftaraped.

Lewis XIV, continued fuccefsful only during the

lives of the Colberts, the Louvois's, and fome great

generals to whom France gave birth. The fortune

of Frederick-William was almoft generally conllant

and uniform. It fecms therefore, that the grandeur-

of
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•f the one was owing to his minlflers and general,

and that the heroifm of the other was inheren't in his

perfon.

The king, by his conquefts, added Flanders,

Franche Comte, Alfacc, and, in fome meafure, Spain

to his monarchy, which expofed him to the jealoufy

of ail Europe. The elecHior acquired Pomerania, Mag-

deburg, Halberflat, and Minden by treaties, making

fo dexterous ufe of the envy which then reigned a-

mong his neighbours, as to render them fubfervient

to the augmentation of his grandeur.

Lewis XIV. was become the arbiter of Europe

by his power, to which even the greateft princes fub-

mitted. Frederick-William became the oracle of his

neighbours by his virtue, which gained him the efteem

and confidence of princes. While fome bore with

impatience the defpotic yoke which the former im- '

pofed upon them, others chufed to fubmit their dif-

ferences to the jufl: and impartial judgments of the

latter.

In vain did Francis I. endeavour to draw the polite
^

arts into France ; this great work was referved for

Lewis XIV. He took them under his protedion,

and immediately the Attic tafte and Roman urbanity

were revived at Paris. Urania had a golden com-
pafs in her hands. The bays of Calliope were be-

fprinkled with the waters of Padolus, and fumptuous

temples were appointed for an afylum to the Mufes.

George-William made feveral ufelefs efforts to pre-

ferve the tafte of agriculture in his country ; but the

thirty years war, like a furious torrent, laid all the

north of Germany wafte. Frederick- William repeo-

pled it, and changed the moralfes into meadows, the

deferts into villages, the ruins into cities, and the

' wild
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wild beafls of the woods into numerous flocks, whofe

milk &nd fleeces enriched the inhabitants. The nfe-

ful arts are the eldeft fifters of the polite ones, and of

courfe muft precede them.

Lewis XIV. deferves immortal fame even for this

paflage of his life ; the memory of the eledor will be

dear even to his lateft pofterity, for not having de-

fpaired of his country. The fciences ought to ered:

altars to one, whofe liberal protedlion contributed to

enlighten the world ; mankind Hiould raife altars to

the other, whofe humanity repeopled th^ earth. One

thro* the inferiority of his ftation reaped only corn ;

the other's opulence fet him upon gathering flowers.

But the king drove the proteftants out of France,

and the elector received them into his dominions.

In this refpe<5l the fuperftitious king is far inferior to

the humane and tolerating prince. Policy and hu-

manity both combine to give the eleflor the intirc

preference in this article,

With regard to gallantry, politenefs, generofity,

vaft defigns, and magnificence, the French fumptuouf-

nefs compared to the German frugality,carries it great-

ly. Lewis had as much the advantage over Frederick-

William, as Lucullus over Achilles.

One granted fubfidies by opprefling his people,

the other received them to eafe his. Thus France

was exhaufted to fuch a degree, that Samuel Bernard,

to fave the honour of the crown, turned bankrupt

for her; but no bankruptcy of that kind everftained .

the honour of the government of Brandenburg. The
bank of his dominions maintained its ground, and kept

paying notwithdanding the irruption of the Swedes,

the plundering of the Auftrians, and the misfortune of

the peftilence.

They
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They both concluded treaties, and both broke

'th«m ; one thro' infatiable ambition, and the other

thro' abfolute neceflity. The ftrongelt rid themfelves

of the obligation of their promife, by their own free

will ; this weakeft fail in their engagements, thro'

corapuifion and force.

The monarch was governed towards the end of

his reign by his miftrefs, the hero by his wife. The
pride of mankind would be too much humbled, if

th-e frailty of thofe deml-god's did not convince us,

that they are under the fame condition of mortality as

ourfelves.

They both ended, as they had lived, like great

men, meeting death with unfhaken refolu^jgn, quit-

ting pleafures, fortune, glory, and life, with a ftoical

indifference; holding the helm of government with a

Heady hand to the laft moment ; recommending, at

their death, their people with a paternal tendernefs

to their fucceffors ; and j uftifying by a life full of glo-

ry, virtues, and wonders, the furname of Great gi-

ven them by their cotemporarles, arid which has

been confirmed to them with one common voice by
pofterity.

j? R E-
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FREDERICK III.

THE

Firft KING of PRUSSIA.

FREDERICK III. was born at Konigf-

berg in PrufTia, the zid of July 1657, of

H^ifa-Henrietta of Orange, firft wife to the

great eledor. His mother died, and the eledrefs

Dorothea made his life very uneafy in his younger

days. She contrived to prejudife Frederick-William

•againft this fon of the firft venter, who was fickly,

and deformed, and whofe education had been greatly

negleded. The father's prepoflefTion againft him went

fo far, that he would have been pleafed to fee the

fucceflion devolve to prince Philip his fecond fon.

The eledrefs was fufpeiled in thofe days of having

attempted to poifon her ftep-fon ; but as there is no

undoubted proofof this fadi, and as it is only glanced

at by fome writers, it ought not to have a place in

hiftory, which being the depoGtory of truth, Ihould

never fully the memory of the great with the imputa-

tion of heinous crimes^ without having fuch proofs

as amount to full convidlion.

The fads themfelves fufficiently clear the eledrefs 5

fnice it is certain that Frederick III. lived, and marri*

ed in the i 679, for his firft wife, Elizabeth -Henrietta,

daughter
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driughter of William VI. landgrave ofHefTe; and

that after her deceafe, in 1684, he was married again

to Sophia Charlotte, daughter of Erneft-Auguflus,

duke of Hanover, and (ifter of George, who was

afterwards king of England.

The eiectrefs Dorothea feemed to aim rather at the

property, than the life of this prince. For it is po-

sitively affirmed, that the great eledor was determin-

ed at her folicitations to make a will, by which he

divided all the acquifitions which he had made during

his reign, among his children by the fecond venter.

The Auftrian party made a proper ufe of this will to

prejudile the eledor againft France. The emperor

engaged to annul this fettlement, on condition that

Frederick III. reftored to him the circle ofSwibus;

we fhali fee in the fequei of this hiilory, in v/hat man-
ner this convention v/as executed.

The accellion of Frederick III. to the regency In

1688, is remarkable for the breaking out of a new
war. Lewis XIV. was the caufe of it, who infifted

upon fome bailiwicks of the Palatinate, as belonging

to the duchefs of Orleans. He complained alfo of

the aftront done him by the German princes, who
had entered into a league againft him at Augfburg j

and he declared, that he v/as obliged in honour to

maintain the election made by the canons of Co-
logne, in favour of the prince of Furftemberg, which

was oppofed by the emperor.

This declaration of war was backed by armies-

The marihals de Duras and Montglas took V^^orms^

Philiplburg, and Mentz. The Dauphin befieged Man-
heira and Franckendahl in perfon ; and almoft the

whole courfe of the Rhine fell, in lefs than one cam-

paign, under the French dominion,

12 The
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The ele^or, who imputed all the vexation whicli

his flep-rnother had given hira to France, becaufe

Ihe had her particular reafons for engaging Frederick-

William in the intcreft of Lewis XIV. had an ut-

ter averiion for every thing that was French. This a*

verfion was diligently fomented by the Auftrian party,

as it could not but turn out to their advantage ; they

encouraged it alfo by creating that phantom of the

tmiverfal monarchy of Lewis XIV. with which they

bewitched one half of Europe. Germany was often

alarmed by this childifh bug-beat, and plurtged in-

to wars, in which flie had no manner of concern : but

as the edge of the very beft weapons grows blunt in

time, thefe arguments infenfibly loft their illufory

force ; and the German princes at length perceived,

t&at if they had any arbitrary power to dread, it was

not that of Lewis XIV.
At that time the fpell v/asi in its full force, and

operated efficacioufly on a mind difpofed by preju-

dices to give it a favourable reception. Frederick III.

thought himfelf therefore obliged to affift the emperor i

and fent general Schoning with a confiderable body

of troops to the Upper Rhine. The Brandenburghers

having made themfelves mafters of Rhinbergde ; the

elector took the command of the army in perfon, and

laid liege to Bonn. Mentz furrendered to the allies ;'

the troops which had taken this town joined the e-

le(5tor, and hindred Boufflers from relieving Bonn ; fo

that Asfeldt, who was governor of this place, fur-

rundered it by capitulation the i2th of Oftober.

The eledor made the enfuing compaign in 1 690,

and continued to furnifh confiderable fuccours t6 tbtf

powers allied againil France,

Wjiliam^
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WiHIam, prince of Orange, had undertaken the

conqueft of England, foon after the death of the great

eledor, A Jew of Amfterdam, by name Schwartzau,

lent him two millions for this expedition ; telling

him, If you fuccced, I know you will pay it me a-

gain ; ifyou mifcarry, I am willing to lofe it. With
this fum William landed in England, where he de-

throned James his father-in-law, fubdued the op-

pofite party, and became, in fome meafure, the law-

ful fovereign of thofe three kingdoms, by the con-

fent of the people, who feemed to juftify his ufiir-

pation. James, who was incapable of conciliating

the public efteem on, the throne, or of reigning over

a nation whofe privileges he fliould have regarded.

Jet the fcepter flip through his hands ; and being pur-

fued by his own children, who had ftripped him of

the crown, he retired into France, where neither his

dignity, nor misfortunes; could procure him any
efteem.

The new king of England took the command of

the allied army in 1 69 1 . He governed Europe by
his intrigues, exciting the jealoufy of every prince

againft the power of Lewis XIV. whom he mortally

hated. The world was all up in arms, to keep him

jn poflellion of that defpotic power with which he

governed the United Provinces, and which he would

have loft in time of peace. He was called the king

of Holland, and ftadtholder of England. Though
he was unfuccefbful in war, where he was generally

beaten ; yet he was fertile and vigilant in repairing

his loftes ; which rendered him the hydra of the fable;

fo that he was as much dreaded by his enemies after

Ills defeats, as Lewis XIV. after his viflories. He
I 3 had
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had an interview with the elfe<5lor concerning the po-

litical interefts of thofe times.

There was too wide a difference in the charai^ler 6f

thefe two princes, to exped: any thing of importance

from their deHberations. William was grave, plain,

and full of folidity : Frederick III. was reftlefs, im-

patient, prepoiTciTed with the idea of his grandeur

and magnificence, regulating the mofi: trifling adions

with the exad compafs of a ceremonial. The punc-

tilio of a great chair had like to have embroiled thofe

princes for ever. And yet the eledor ient i cooo

I3randenburgers to join the army in Flanders comman-

ded by king William, and another confiderable body of

troops to aflift the emperor againft the Infidels.

Thele troops diftinguifhed themfelves at the battle of

Salanquemen, which prince Eugene gained againft the

Turks.

King William who was lefs fortunate, or lefs fkil-

ful, loit in Flanders the battles of Leufden and Lan-

den in 1692.

Erneft AuguOus, duke of Hanover, father-in-law

of Frederick III. fupplied the emperor with a body

of 60CO men in 1 693, and in return for this affif.

tance he received the eledloral dignity. The creation

of this ninth cle(ftorate met with great oppofition in

the eii;pire. None but the eleifrors of Brandenburg

and Saxony confented to it ; but as the emperor

wanted real fuccours, he did not think that he pur*

chafed them too dear with frivolous titles.

This feemed to be the feafon in which the am-

bition of princes v/as to hud and difclofe itfelf. The
time for aggrandizing themfelves proved fo favour-

able, that William prince of Orange was become

king of England; and Ernell duke of Hanover was

raade
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mzdc eledor. Auguftus of Saxony was upon tlie

point of being chofen king of Poland, and Fre-

derick III. began now to meditate the fcheme of his

royalty.

As this is one of the principal articles of this

prince's life, and an event of great importance to the

houfe of Brandenburg ; and as the projed: of royalty

is a chain, on which every action of Frederick III. de-

pends, it is neceifary that I (hould explain here the

motives that gave rife to it, the means by which it

was executed, and fome circumftances that influenced

the political meafures of thofe times.

The ambition of Frederick III. was confined, a$

well by his ftation, as by his dominions. He was

too weak to raife himfelf above the heads of his neigh-

bours, who were as ftrong and as powerful as him-

felf; therefore he had no other expedient left but the

pomp of titlesjto fupply the intrinfic defed of power.

Hence all his thoughts and defires were turned to-

wards the regal dignity.

We find in our archives a very fenfible memorial,

which is attributed to father Vota, a jefuit. It runs

chiefly upon the choice of one of thefe titles, either

that of the king of the Vandals, or of the king of

Pruflia ; and on the advantages ariling from the regal

dignity. It feems wrong to attribute this work to that

Jefuit, efpecially as the foclety could have no interefl

in aggrandizing a proteftant prince. Beiides, it is

natural to fuppofe, that the elevation of the prince

of Orange, and the expediation of Auguftus of Sax-

ony, rendered Frederick III. jealous, and raifed an

emulation in him, to place himfelf like them on a

throne. We are generally miftaken^ when we feek

14 for
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or the principles of human actions any where but

in the paflions and affeftions of mankind.

So difficult was this projed to execute, that it ap-

peared chimerical to the eledlor's council. His mini-

flers, Danckelman and Fuchs, objefted againft the

frivoloufnefs of it, the infuperable obftacles by which

they forefaw it would be obftruded, the little benefit

to be reaped from it, and the great trouble and ex-

pence that muft necelfarily b^e incurred to maintain

the fplendor of a dignity, from which nothing could

beexpeded but empty honours. But all thefe argu-

ments had no manner of weight with a prince, pre-

pofTelTed with his own ideas, jealous of his neigh-

bours, and greedy of grandeur and magnificence.

From this day, Danckelman dated his dilgrace.

He was fent afterwards to Spandaw, for telling his

fentiments too freely, for difclofmg the truth with>-

out artifice or difguife-, to a court corrupted by flat-

tery ; and for contradi(^ing a prince, who was full of

bis vain projeds of grandeur.

There is a medium between the poifon of flattery,

and the wholefdme feverity of truth, which is conii-

flent with the charafter of a man of honour. The lec-

tures of a Mifanthrope exafperate the mind ; but thofe

fage counfels, which foften the feverity of truth, are like

the honey, which is put round the brim of a veflel

full of wormwood. It is a vehicle that conceals the

bitternefs of it. Happy thofe princes, whofe ears

are not fo delicate, but they can have a relifli for truth,

even when conveyed by indifcreet fpeeches ! but this

is an effort of virtue which few men arrive at.

Danckelman was fucceeded in the prince's favour

by a young courtier, very little known for genius or

abilities; this was baron deColbe, afterwards count

. dc
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de Wartemberg. He was^ not indeed poflefled of

thofe fhining virtues, which command the admiration

of the public ; but he was -maftej: of the art profeffed

at court, which is that of attendance and flattery,

or rather of fervile meannefs. Thus he entered

blindly into his mafter's views, from a convidion,

that to render himfelf fubfervient to the gratifying of

his prince's paflion, was the way to make his own
fortune.

Colbe was not fo ignorant, as not to fee that he

wanted an able perfon to allifl: him in his new em-

ployment. D'llgen, who was clerk in the fecretary

of ftate's office for foreign affairs, gained his confi-

dence, and d;red:ed him with fo much prudence, that

Colbe was declared prime minifter, and obtained the

department of foreign affairs.

Frederick III. was flattered only with the exter-

nals of royalty, with the pomp of fcenery, and with a

kind of irregular felf-love, which takes a pleafure in

making others fenfible of their inferiority. But that

which was the effe»5l of a childifh vanity, turned out

afterwards a mafler-piece of politics : for the regal dig-

nity refcued the houfe of Brandenburg from that ftate

of fervitude, in which the houfe of Auftria had hither-

to kept the princes of Germany. It was a kind of

bait, which Frederick flung before all his pofterity,

by which he feemed to fay to them,
** I have procured you a title, fliew yburfelves

worthy of it ; I have laid the foundation of your

grandeur, it is your buGnefs to raifc the fuperftruc-

ture."

Frederick III. was obliged to put every fpring of

politics in motion, and to exhautl: the whole art of

intriguing to bring his projeil to bear. But firft of

all^
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ail, It was necelTary to make fure of the emperor's

good difpofitions, as the approbation of that prince

was likely to draw after it the fuffrages of the whole

Germanic body. In order therefore to determine

him in his favour, theelecflor reftored to him the circle

of Swibus, and was fatisfied with the expedancy of

the principality of Eaft-Frifeland, and the barony of

Limburg, to which the elefloral family had otherwife

uncontefted rights. From the fame principles the

troops of Brandenburg ferved in the Imperial armies,

in Flanders, on the Rhine, and in Hungary ; tho*

the eleftor had, neither direflly nor indirectly, any

intereft in thofe wars, and it would have been far

more advantageous to him to have oblerved an e^2L^

neutrality.

"While Europe was thus torn with bloody wars,

the elector, after his father's example, reconciled in

1 69 5 the dukes of Mecklenburg, Schwerin, and de

Strelitz, who were quarrelling about the fucceflion.

The miiverfity of Halle was founded in 1696. He
built thofe beautiful flulces on the Salle, which faci-

litate the trade and exportation of fait ; and in 1 697,
he received that extraordinary embaffy, in the retinue

of which the Czar Peter Alexiowitz was himfelfiA

perfon.

This young prince difcovered, merely by the

flrength of his own genius, that he himfelf was a bar-

barian, and his people favages. He had now quit-

ted his dominions for the firft time, excited by the

noble ambition of getting inftrucflion, and of carry-

ing back to his fubjeds the light of reafon, and the

ufe of induftry, which they wanted. Nature had

formed him to be a great man, but the want of edu-

cation had left him a favage. Hence it came^ that

there
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there was fuch a ftrange mixture in his condu(fl ; a<fli-

ons really great, with ridiculous idngularities ; witty-

repartees, with brutifh manners ; noble and ufeful

de(igns, with inftances of the moft cruel revenge. He
complained himfelf, that he had contrived to civilize

his nation, and yet he could not Tubdue his ov/n fe-

rocity. In point of morals, he was an odd pbneno-

menon, that infpired admiration and terror. To his

fubjeits he was like a ftorm, whole fary beats down
fteeples and trees, while it refrePnes the country with

fruitful rain. From Berlin he fet out for Holland,

and from Holland he palTed over to England.

Europe was now dilpofed for a general peace.

The allies were difcouraged with the bad fuccefs of

their arms ; and Lewis XIV. feeing Charles II. king

of Spain in a declining (late of health, and of a con-

ftitution that could not hold out much longer, liften-

ed to propofals of accommodation. Tho' he reftored

his conqucfts, almoft without any manner of reftridi-

on, yet he facrificed only tranfient advantages to

more important views. He wanted the conveniency

and fweets of peace, to prepare himfelf for a new war,

which was likely to be of the utmoft confequence to

the houfe of Bourbon. The peace v/as concluded at

Ryfwick, and the eleiflor, who was concerned in this

War only out of complaifance, reaped no benefit

from it.

In the North, Auguflus, eledlor of Saxony, was e-

leded king of Poland in 1698, where the intrigues

of Fleming, his minifler and general, prevailed o-

ver the treafures dillributed by prince Conti. The
nev/ king of Poland exhaufted himfelf by his ex-

travagant expences, which obliged him to fdl the

advow-
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advowfon of the abby of Quedlinbnrg and ofTeterf-

berg at Halle, in 1699, to Frederick III.

The eledlor made a proper ufe of the troubles of

Poland, and took pofleflion of Elbing, as an indemnity

for a fum of money due to him by the Poles. An
accommodation was agreed upon, by which the Poles

left a crown, and Ibme Ruffian jewels, with him in

pledge. Upon which the cleftor evacuated the town,

and kept pofTeffion of the territory of Elbing, with

the confent of the republic.

It was not long before the tranquillity of Europe

was difturbed again in the beginning of this century,

on account of the fucceffion of Charles II. king of

Spain, which upon this prince's deceafe was dilputed

by the houfes of Bourbon and Auftria.

Attempts had been made to prevent the bloody wars

which were likely to be occafioned by this fucceffion.

Lev/is XIV. had agreed with the maritime powers to

a treaty of partition. Other meafures were after-

wards taken ; but fate had decreed, that every en-

deavour of that kind (hould prove ineffedual. The
young prince of Bavaria, who was defigned for the

throne of Spain, died even before Charles II.

The emperor, moreover, protefled againft this

partition. This prince maintained the indivifibility

of the Spanifli monarchy, pretending, that as they

"were of the fame houfe, divided into two branches,

they had a right to fucceed to each other, that of

Spain to that of Auftria, and alternately. The em-

peror Leopold and Lewis XIV. were in the fame de-

gree of kindred, both grandfons of Philip III. and

both married to the daughters of Philip IV. But the

right of feniority was in the houfe of Bourbon ; and

Lewis XIV. founded his pretenlicns chiefly on that

famous
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famous will of Charles II. which cardinal Porto.ca-

f-ero, his confeflbr, made him lign with a trembling

hand, as he was ready to expire. This will changed

the face of all Europe.

Lewis XIV. refigned his rights to his grandfon,

Philip of Anjou, expeding to remove by the nomi-

nation of this prince, who was fo diftant from the

crown of France, the difEjculties and obftacles which

the jealoufy of Europe might raife againft his gran-

deur. Philip fet out for Spaia, and was aclvnow-

ledged king by all Europe, except the emperor Jo-

feph.

At the commencement of this war, France was at

her higeil pitch of grandeur. She had been vidto-

tious over all her enemies ; and the peace of Ryf-

wick was a late inftance of her moderation, Lewis

XIV. difplayed his fplendor and magnificence through-

out the univerfe ; he was every where feared and re-

fpe(5led. France was then like a wreftler, prepared

for combat, that entered into the lifts where no ad-

verfary appeared. No military preparation was o-

mitted upon this occafion, and the armaments by fea

and land were equally numerous. This monarchy,

in her greateft efforts, maintained an army of four

hundred thoufand men ; but her great generals were

dead, and (before the merit of Villars was known)
France was found to have 800,000 arms without a

head. So true it is, that the fate of ftates depends

very often upon a fingle man.

The houfe of Auftria, almoft exhaufted by con-

tinual wars, was far from being in fo happy a fituati-

6n. Her government was in a weak and languifhing

condition ; and tho' joined to the Germanic body^

yet fhe was incapable of doing any thing without

the
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the afriftance of the Dutch and the Englifh. Bui

with lefs fuppiies and troops than France, fhe had

prince Eugene of Savoy at the head of her armies

King William, who governed England and Hol-

land, was in the utmoft degree of furprife upon re-

ceiving this news, fo that he acknowledged the duke

of Anjou as king of Spain thro' a kind of precipitati-

on. But when he had time to refled: and recover his

natural flegm, he declared for the houfe of Aullria,

biecaufe the Engllih would have it fo, and his own
intereft feemed to demand it.

The north itfelf was plunged at this time into a

war, which Charles XII. was carrying on Denmark.

Charles's youth had emboldened his neighbours tQ

attack him, but they found a prince in whom were

joined the moft impetuous courage and the moft im-

placable revenge. ;

Frederick III. who was then at peace, was drawn

into the grand alliance againft Lewis XIV. which

was animated by king William ; from the expedlation

of paving the way to the regal dignity by this fervice,

and with a view of maintaining by fubfidies a nume-

rous body of troops, and that this foreign money

might fupport him with more eafe in his prodigality

and magnifience.

It is difficult to conceive how great and generous

fouls can floop fo low as to receive alms from their

equals. Vain were the atempts of France to draw

the ele^or off from this alliance ; he was inticed to

it by fubfidies, by inclination, and by his expedtati-

ons.

It was in this conjun<5lure, that the treaty of co-

ronation was negotiated at Vienna, by which the

emperor engaged to acknowledge Frederick III, king

of
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Pruffiaj on condition that he fhould furnifh a hody of

10,000 men to the allies during the whole courfe of

the war, that he fhould maintain a company in gari-

fon at Philipsburg, that he fhould join with the em-

peror in all affairs relating to the empire, that his

royal dignity fhould make no alteration with regard

to his German territories, that he fhould relinqaifh

the fubfidy due to him by the houfe of Auftrla, and

that he fhould promife to give his vote for the elec-

tion of the male children of the emperor Jofeph,
" unlefs there fhould be very weighty and important

reafons that would oblige him to chufe an emperor of

another family.'*

This treaty was figned and ratified. Rome cried

out, and Warfaw was filent. The Teutonic order

proteded againfl this ad, and even prefumed to re-

claim Pruffia ; but the king of Engknd, who wanted

only allies to join with him againft France, was

ready to purchafe them at any price. As he flood in

need of the elector's affiflance in the grand alliance,

he was one of the iirfl: that acknowledged his new
dignity. King Auguflus, who was bufy in lecuring

his own crown, fubfcribed to it alfo. The king of
Denmark, who only dreaded and envied Sweden^

made no difficulty to join with the reft. Charles XII.

being engaged in a difficult war, did not think it

worth while to enter into a difpute about a title

which might increafe the number of his enemies ; and
the empire, as it was forefeen, was drawn in by the

emperor. Thus ended this great affair, which had

met with fuch oppofltion from the elector's council,

from foreign courts, from friends, as well as foes

;

an affair which requiring a complication of fuch ex-

traordinary circuroftances to make it facceed, had

been
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been treated as a chimera, but of which the public nov/

conceived a far diiTerent opinion. When prince

Eugene heard the news, he faid that the emperor

ought to hang thofe minifters who had given him fo

treacherous a counfel.

The ceremony of the coronation was performed

the year following, which was 1701. The king,

whom we fhail henceforward call Frederick I. went

to Pruflia, and at the ceremony of the confecration

it was obferved, that he put the crown himfelf on

his head. In memory of this event, he created the

order of the knights of the black eagle.

The public, notwithftanding, could not divefl:

themfelves of the prejudice they had conceived againft

this royalty. The common fenfe of the vulgar would

have been glad to fee an augmentation of power, as

well as of dignity. Even thofe who were above the

vulgar thought in the fame manner ; and the eledrefs

was heard to fay to one of her ladies in waiting,

^* that it vexed her to the very heart to go and aft in

Pruffia the theatrical queen along with her Eibp."

She wrote alfo to Leibnitz, " Do not imagine that

I prefer this pageantry and pomp of crowns, which

are here fo much efteemed, to the charms of the phi-

lofophical entertainments we enjoyed at Charlotten-

burg,"

At the prefTing follcitations of this princefs, a royal

academy of fciences was erefled at Berlin, of which

, Leibnitz, was the founder and chief.- Frederick 1.

was perfuaded that it fuited his dignity to maintaih

an academy, as a young gentleman is made to believe,

that it becomes his quality to keep a pack of hounds.

We intend to treat more at large of this academy m
its proper place.

After
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After the coronation j the king indulged his incli-

tiation for ceremony and magnificence, without any

manner of bounds^ At his return from Pruflia, he

made a magnificent entry into Berlin.

During the diverfion of thefe feafts and folemni-

ties, news came that Charles XII. the Alexander of

the North, who in every refpedt would have refem-

bled the king of Macedon, if he had been as fuccefs-

fui, had gain-'d a compleat victory over the Saxons

in the neighbourhood of Riga. The king of Den-

mark, as we have already obferved, and the Czar^

had attacked this young hero, one in Norway, and

the other in Livonia. Charles XII. obliged the

Danifh monarch in his own capital to conclude a

peace ; from thence he palled with 8 oo,o#iiiSwedes

into Livonia, defeated 80,000 Ruffians in the neigh-

bourhood of Narva, and beat 30,000 Saxons at the

paHTage of the Dwina,

The Saxons in their flight drew near the frontiers

of Pruflia. Frederick I. was fo much the more un-

eafy at this, as the greateft part of his troops were

in the Imperial armies, and the war was fhifting to-

wards his new kingdom. Neverthelefs, Charles XII.

out of regard to the interceffions of the emperor,

England, and Holland, agreed to a neutrality for

Pruffia.

This year 1762 was famous for the triumphs of

the king of Sweden ; he difpofed of Poland like a fo-

vereign, his negotiations were orders, and his battles

vidlories ; but as glorious as thele viftories were, ftill

:hey wafted the conquerors, and obliged the young
lero very often to recruit his armies. A body of
iwedlfh troops landed in Pomerania, at which Berlin

vns alarmed ; thefe marched notwithftanding through

K the
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the eIe«^orate, and arrived in Poland the pkde of

their deftination.

Frederick I. raifed 8000 men new troops. In-

ftead of employing them for the fecurity of his own
dominions, he fent them to the allied army in Flan-

ders. He went himfelf to the duchy of Cleves, to de-

mand the inheritance of William king of England,

who was fucceeded in the throne by Anne, the fecond

daughter of king James.

The rights of Frederick I. were founded on thf

will of Frederick Henry prince of Orange, whc

had fettled his eftate, in failure of male ifTue, on hij

daughter, who was married to the great eledor

King William made quite another will in favour ol

the Frill*! prince of NafTaw, and appointed the State*

General his executors. This inheritane^e confiftec

of the principality of Orange, Moeurs, and feverai

lordfhips andeftates fitaated in Holland and Zealand

Frederick I. threatned to withdraw his troop;

from Flanders, if he did not receive fatisfadion. Thii

menace convinced the Dutch of the legality of hii

rights. They contrived, neverthelefs, a provifiona

agreement, which divided the inheritance into twc"

equal (hares. A large diamond was immediately feni

to Frederick I. and he confented to let his troop:

continue in Flanders. Lewis XIV. put the princt

©f Conti in pofTeflion of the principality of Orange

a proceeding which fo greatly offended the king, tha

he increafed his army, and even hired fome troop:

of Gotha and Wolfenbuttle. He declared foon aftei

war againft France, becaufe BoulHers's army ha(

committed fome exceffes in the country of Cleves

Lewis XIV. did not feel in this ftep a new enemy

while the new king did a great deal for hi* pafEon
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but nothing for his intereft. He fhewed his averfioa

to France upon all occaGons, even fo as to oblige

duke Antony Ulrick of Wolfenbuttle to renounce th^

engagements he had contradled with Lewis XIV. af-

ter the duke of Hanover and Zell had difperfed the

troops which he maintained by the help of French

fubfidies.

At that time, viz. in 1703, England exerted

herfelf greatly in favour of the houfe of Auftria. Her
fleets convoyed the arch-duke Charles, who was af-

terwards emperor, to a kingdom, which an Englifh

army was to help him to conquer. The enthufiafm

of Europe in favour of the houfe of Auftria can hardly

be defcribed.

In this war for the Spanifh fucceflion, the Prufliart

troops maintained the reputation which they had ac-

quired under the great eledtor. On the Rhine they

took Keyferfwerth in Germany ; and at the adion of
Hochftet, where Villars furprifed and beat Stirheim^

the prince of Anhalt made a fine retreat with 8000
Prufiians under his command, I have been told,

that as foon as he perceived the confufion and fright

of the Auftrians, he formed his troops into a fquare,

and traverfed a large plain in very good order, till he

came to a wood, which he reached towards night j

and all this while the French cavalry never durft at-

tack him.
' The fuccefs of the Pruflian troops on the Rhine^

and their good condud: in Suabia, did not fecure Fre-

derick I. againft the apprehenfion he was under from

the neighbourhood of the Swedes, whom, at that time,

nothing could withftand. The genius of Peter I-

and the magnificence of Auguftus, were of no force

againft the fortune of Charles XII. This hero was

. K 2 at
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at the fame time more valiant than the Czar, and

more vigilant than the king of l^olahd. Peter preferred

ftratagem to bravery, , Auguftus pleafure to foils, and

Charles the love of glory to the polleflion of the uni-

verfe. The Saxons were often furprifed or beaten,

the Ruflians had learnt the art of retreating at their

own expence ; for the war at that time was only a

continual leries of incurlions, the Swedifh armies being

always the aflailants, and always victorious. But
Charles XII. whofe inflexible obftinacy never in the

leaft: gave way, cOuId execute no pr6jeft, but by

main force : he fubdued, as it were, fortune as wefl

as his enemies. The Czar and the king of Poland

fupplied this enthufiaflic valour by cabinet intrigues J

they awakened the jealoufy of Europe, and ftirred up

the envy of every power againfl: the fuccefles of an am-

bitious young prince, who was implacable in his ha-

tred, and knew not how to be revenged of the kings

his enemies but by dethroning them.

Thefe intrigues did not hinder Frederick I. whb
hadno troops then at hand, from concluding a defeir-

flve alliance with Charles XII. who had a victorious

army in the neigbourhood. Frederick I. and Stanif-

laus acknowledged each other's regal dignity ; but

this treaty lafted no longer than fortune continued

to favour the king of Sweden.

Notwithftanding this alliance the king provided afl

the fortified towns in Pruflia with fufficient garifbns in

1705, and the year following he fent frefh fuccours

to the allied army in Suabia. The Pruflians had acon-

fiderable (hare in gaining the famous battle of Hoch-

ftet ; they were in the right wing under the orders

of the prince of Anhalt, and in that body of the army

which was commanded by prince Eugene, At' the

£ra
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firfl: onfet the Imperial hor{e and foot gave way to

the French and Bavarians , but the PrufEans ftood the

fhock, and brolce thro' the enemy. Prince Eugene

being greatly vexed at the bad condud: of the Aultri-

ans, came and put himfclf at the head of the Pruffian

troops, faying that he wanted to fight with brave

fellows, and not with poltroons. Every one knows
that my lord Marlborough took a considerable body

of the French army, both horfe and foot, prifoners at

the village of Blenheim, and that the iofs of this battle

made the French lofe Bavaria and Suabia.

After terminating this glorious campaign, my lord

Marlborough repaired to Berlin, to perfuade Fre^

derick I. to fend a body of troops into Italy. This
Englifhman, who had formed a judgment of the pro-

jects of Charles XII. by feeing a map laid out on his

table, foon difcovered the character of Frederick I.

by cafting an eye on his court. He was full of fub-

miflion and cringing before this prince, flattering up-

on every occafion his vanity, and even preffing to

hold the ewer to him, as he rofe from table. Fre^-

derick could not withftand him, and granted to the

artful flattery of the courtier, what he would have

refufed, perhaps, to the merit of the great general,

and to the capacity of the profound politician. The
prince of Anhalt was ordered therefore to march in-

to Italy at the head of 8,000 men.

The death of the queen Sophia Charlotte, in 1705^
put the court into mourning. She was a princefs of

j

lingular merit, in whom were joined all the charms

I
of her fex, with the^ graces of wit and the folidity of

I

reafon. In her younger days flie had travelled into

Italy and France, under the care of her relations.

i

She was defigned for the crown of France, Lewis XIV.

{

K 3 having:
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having been ftruck with her beauty ; but political

teafons defeated this marriage. This princefs brought

along with her the fpirit o( fociabiiity, true polite-

nefs, and the love of arts and fciences, into Pruffia.

She founded, as I have already obferved, the royal a-

cademy. She invited Leibnitz, and feveral other

learned men to her court ^ her curiofity leading her

to difcover the firft principles of things. One day,

as (he prefTed Leibnitz very hard upon this fubje(5l,

this philofopher replied to her j
*^ Madam, there is

jio poflibility of fatisfying you : you want to know
the why and the wherefore.*' Charlottenburg was

the rendezvous of people of taft e ; and the great va-

riety of diverfions and entertainments contributed to

render this abode delightful, and the court mofl:

iplendld.

Sophia Charlotte had a great and noble foul ; her

religion was pure, her temper fweet, and her mind

was improved v/ith the reading of good books both

in French and Italian. She died at Hanoyer among
her own relations. They wanted to introduce a

Calvinift minifter into her apartment ; but (he fald to

them ;
^' Let me die in peac€, without difputing."

Upon this occafion one of the ladies- of honour,

whom fhe was very fond of, was difTolved in tears.

** Do not cry for me, (fays fhe) for I am going now
to fatisfy my curiofity on the principles of things,

which Leibnitz could not explain to me, on fpace,

infinity, on being, on nothing ; and I am preparing

for the king my husband the fliew of my funeral,

where he will have another opportunity to difplay

his magnificence." She recommended, upon her

deathbed, the learned whom fhe had taken under her

protedion; and the arts which flic had cultivated, t©

the
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t!ie elector her brother. Frederick I. comforted

himfelf with the ceremony of a funeral pomp, for

the lofs of a wife, whofe death could never be too

much Jamented.

In Italy the war was refumed in 1 70 6 with grea-

ter fury. The Pruflians, who weire lent thither at

the inftances of my lord Marlborough, were beateri

at Cafano, under prince Eugene ; and at Calcinate,

where General Reventlau, who commanded them,

was furprifed by the grand prior.

Prince Eugene was not invincible, but he always

fhewed himfelf the great general in retrieving his

lofTes ; and the difgrace of Cafano was foon wiped

off by gaining the famous battle of Turin, in which

the Pruflians had the greateft (hare. Tho* the duke

of Orleans propofed to the French to march out of

their intrenchments, yet his advice was not followed.

Feuillade and Marfin had exprefs orders from court,

as it is pofitively affirmed, not to venture a battle.

The defeat of Hochftet feemed to have rendered the

council of Lewis XIV. more cautious.

The French, who would have had double the ad-

vantage of the allies, if they had attacked them out

of their intrenchments, were inferior' to them every

where, becaufe the different quarters which they had

to defend were of a great extent, and feparated be-

iides from each other.

The Pruflians, who were in the left wing of the

allied army, attacked the right of the French intrench-

ment, which extended towards the Doria. The
prince of Anhalt was now on the border of the ditch,

and the refiftance made by the enemy had flackened

the vigour of his attack, when three grenadiers Aid

along the Doria, and came round the French in-

K 4 trench-
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trenchment at a place where it was not fecured by this

river. Immediately the alarm flew thro' the French

army, that they were cut off; upon which they de-

ferted their pofts and fled, and at the fame time the

prince of Anhalt fcaled the intrenchment, and

gained the battle. Prince Eugene complimented the

king upon the behaviour of his troops ; a commen-

dation that muft have been fo much the more agree-

able to him, as it came from a prince who was fo

compleat a judge of military merit.

During this war, Frederick I. made fome pacific

acquifitions. He purchafcd the county of Tecklen-

burg in Wefl:phalia of the count of Solms Braunfield ;

and upon the dcgeafe of the duchefs of Nemours,

who was in poflTcflion of the principality of Neufcha-

tel, the council of ftate belonging to that principality

took the regency into their own hands, and chofe

fome of their members judges, to determine the pre-

tenfions formed by the king of Iruflia on the one

hand, and by the levcral relations of the houfe of

JLonguevJle on the other. Their decifion was in fa-

vour of the king, who was faid to have the befl: right

as heir of the houfe of Orange. Lewis XIV. oppof-

cd this fentence, but he had fuch great interelis of

his own to difcufs as would not permit him to at-

tend at that time to thefe trifling difputes, and the fo-

. vereignty of Neufchatei was fecured to the royal fa-

mily by the treaty of Utrecht.

Charles XII was now arrived to his higheft pitch

of profperity. He had dethroned Auguflus king of

Poland, rnd prelcribed moft fevere conditions of

peace to him at Alt-Ranfl:adt in the midJle of Saxony.

'I'he king wanting this prince to quit Saxony, fent his

great marfhal Printz to delire him not to diflurb the

tran-
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trancjuility of Germany by continuing there with his

troops.

Charles XII. who was difpofed, of his own ac-

cord, to quit the territories of a prince whom he had

reduced to defpair, in order to play the fame game

with the Czar at Mofcow, took it amifs that Printz

fhould make him fiich a propofal, and fneering, allied

him, " Whether the Pruffian troops were as good as

thofe of Brandenburg ?'* '^ Yes, Sire, replied the

envoy, they are the remains of thofe veterans that

were at Fehrbellin." As Charles XII. palTed through

Silefia, he obliged the emperor to reftore 1 25 church-

es to the proteftants of that duchy. The pope com-

plained of this conceflion, and did not even ipare his

cenfures. Jofeph anfwered, that if the king of Swe-

den had propofed to him to become a LtUtheran him-

fblf, he did not know what might have happened.

Thofe very Swedes, who at that time, viz. in

1 708, were the terror of the north, concurred with

the Pruilians and Hanoverians in re-eftablifliing the

tranquillity of the city of Hamburg, which had been

difturbed by a popular infurrection. Frederick I.

fent 4000 men to fupport the prerogatives of the

magiftrates. He had fome difference with the city

of Cologne, becaufe the mob had broke into the houle

of the Pruffian relident, who kept a proteftant chapel.

The king ordered the merchandifes of Cologne to be

ftopped, which pafled by Welel, in their way down
the Rhine, and threatned to fupprefs the public wor-

fiiip of the Roman Catholic religion in his dominions,

in the fame manner as had been pradifed, when the

ele<Stor Palatine perfecuted the Proteftants in the

Palatinate. The fear of thefe reprifals reduced

the city of Cologne to their duty, and made thera

fenfi bie^
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fenfible, that toleration is a virtue, which it is fbme-
times dangerous to violate.

The court of Frederick I. was fullof intrigues.

This prince was like a tempeftuous fea, driving dif-

ferent ways according to the different winds ; but in

the midft of all thefe ftornis, which were raifed by

the pallions of courtiers, D'llgen ftill continued td

dire<5l: the helm of government with a fure and fteady

hand. The king's favourites were men of little or

no genius, their intrigues and artifices were of too

coarfe a nature to efcape the public eye ; even

"the prince royal could not diiTemble the difpleafure

lie conceived at their condu<5l. Thele marks of his

difaffedion fet them upon fupporting their ere*

dit with a new prop ; for which reafon they perfuad-

ed the king to marry, though he was very infirm,

living only by art, and of fo crafy a conftitution, a«

to be hardly able to draw the little breath dill left in

his body. They cbofe a princefs of Meclenburg

Schwerin for him, named Sophia Louifa, whole age,

way of thinking, and inclinations, did not agree with

the king's. In fad:, he had no fatisfadion with her,

but in the ceremony of the nuptials ; the remainder

of their time was very unfortunate.

Frederick I. ftill continued to receive favourable

accounts of his troops ;, they fignalized themfelves as

much in Flanders as in Italy, and behaved moft gal-

lantly under the command of the count of Lothum>'

at the battle of Oudenarde, and at the (lege of Lifle.

Fortune was tired at length v/ith proteding the

caprices of Charles XII. He had enjoyed an unin-

terrupted feries of fnccefs for nine years, viz. till

1709 ; but the lad nine years of his life were a con-

tinual fcene of adverfity. He was now returned vic-

torious
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torious to Poland with a numerous army, loaded with

the treafures and fpoils of the Saxons.

Leipfick was the Capua of the Swedes : whether

it was, that the pleafures of Saxony had foftened the

ferocity of thoie conquerors, or profperity had ren-

dered this prince too prefumptuous, and pufhed him

too far ; fortune intirely forfook him. He wanted

to difpofe of Ruflia in the fame manner as of Po-

land, and to dethrone the Czar, as he had done An-

guftus. With this view he marched towards the

frontiers of Mufcovy, to which there were two dif-

ferent roads ; one through Livonia, where he might

have received fuccours from Sweden, and by which

he might have advanced to the new town, which

the Czar was building at that time upon the borders

of the Baltic, and by that means have utterly cut off

the connexion then projefted between Ruflia and

Europe. The other road was through the Uckraine,

and led to Mofcow by impradicable deferts. Charles

determined upon the laft, either becaufe he had heard

it faid, that the Romans could never be conquered

but at Rome, or the difficulty of the enterprize in-

flamed his courage, or that he depended upon Ma-
zeppa, prince of the CofTacks, who had promiled to

furnilh his army with provifions, and to join him

with a confiderable number of his people. The Czar

having received intelligence of this CofTack's intrigues,

difperfed the few troops which Mazeppa had collec-

ted, and made hirafelf mafter of the magazines ; fo

that when the king of Sweden came before the little

town of Pultowa, he found nothing but frightful de-

ferts inftead of magazines, and a fugitive prince, who

\
came to feek for flielter in his camp, inftead of a

I

povvcrful ally, from whom he expefled fuccours.

j
Charles was no way daunted at this difappoint-

1 meat.
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meftt. He laid fiege to Pultowa, as if he wanted no-

thing ; and he, who till now had been invulnerable,

was wouuded in the leg, as he was reconnoitering this

paltry town too near. General Lewenhaupt, who
was marching to him with proviCons, ammunition,

and a reinforcement of thirteen thouland men, was

defeated by the Czar in three different engagements ;

and being forced in this neceflitous conjundlure to

burn the waggons under his care, he arrived in the

king's camp with only three thoufand men, who
were quite exhaufted with fatigue.

The Czar foon drew near to Pultowa, and in this

plain was fought that famous battle betv/een the two

moft extraordinary men of their age.

Charles, who hitherto, like the arbiter of fate, bad

met with nothing that could withftand his will, did

every thing that could be expedled from a prince

who was wounded, and carried about in a litter.

Peter Alexiowitz* who till now had appeared only

as a legiflator, gave proofs on that memorable day of

his being poflelfed of all the qualifications of a great

general ; and indeed he out-did himfelf. But every

thing proved unlucky to the Swedes ; the wounding

of their king, which hindered him in great meafurc

from ailing ; the mifery and want of his foldiers,

which deprived them of ftrength and heart to fight

;

the abfence of a large detachment of troops, which

loil its way the very day of this decifive engagement

;

the numbers of their enemies, and the time they had

to ered redoubts, and to difpofe their troops to ad-

vantage. In fhort, the Swedes were beaten, and

loft, by one decifive and unlucky engagement, the

fruits of nine years labour, and of fo many prodigies

of valour.

Charles
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Charles was obliged to fly for ITieker among the

Turks : his implacable animofity againft: his enemies

followed him to Bender, where he endeavoured in

vain, by his intrigues, to ftir up the Porte againft

the Mufcovites. Thus he fell the vidim of his

inflexibility of mind, which would have been cal-

led obftinacy, if he had not been an hero. After

this defeat, the Swedifli army laid down their arms to

the Czar on the banks of the Borifthenes, as the Ruf-

fian army had done to Charles XII. on the borders

of the Baltic, after the battle of Narva.

Auguftus finding his antagonifl: overthrown, thought

himfelf difcharged from the engagement which he had

contracted at the treaty of Alt-Ranftadt. He had a

conference at Berlin with the king of Denmark and

Frederick I. after which he entered Poland with an

army, and the king of Denmark attacked the Swedes

in Scania. Frederick I. whom thofe princes could

not draw into the alliance, remained neuter.

In Poland the Swedifli party changed fides, and

went over to the Saxons. Staniflaus was with the

Swedifli army commanded by CraflTaw. This general,

finding himfelf inclofed by the Ruflians and Saxons,

crofl'ed the New Marck and arrived at Stettin, with-

out leave obtained from Frederick I . who was uneaiy

to fee thofe marches, and fuch numerous armies in

his neighbourhood.

The king took a journey to Konigfljerg, where

he perfuaded the Czar, who came to meet him, to

reftore the young duke of Courland, nephew ofFre-

derick I. to his dominions, on condition of his marry-

ing the niece of Peter Alexiowitz.

In the fouth, France made propofals of peace at

the Hague ;. but the fermentation of minds was ftill

to«
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too great, and the expeflatlon of both parties too

vague and chimerical, to come to an agreement. l(

men were capable of reafon, would they carry on

fuch long, fuch obftinate and expenfive wars, to re-

turn at laft to conditions of peace, which feemed to

them intolerable, only while they were fwayed by

their paflions, or favoured with fortune's fmjles ?

The allies opened the campaign with the fiege of

Tournay, and with the battle of Malplaquet, where

the prince royal was himfelf in perfon. The count

de Finck had a great (hare in this victory ; he vvaa

the firft that forced the French intrenchments with

the Prultian troops ; he formed his men upon the

parapet, and from thence he fupported the Imperial

cavalry, who were repulfed three times by the French.,

till more troops came up and joined him, which de-

termined the fate of the day.

In Pomerania, the Swedes made fome motions in

1710, as if they wanted to march again into Saxony.

The king was apprehenfive, led the war fhould reach

at length his own territories ; and, to pacify the

troubles of the north, he took the right way to en-

creafethem, by propofing an army of neutrality, which

was never affembled. CrafTaw agreed to a fufpenfiofl

of arms. As foon as Charles XII. heard of it, he

protefted from the extremity of Beilarabia againfl any

neutrality whatfoever. This new treaty was broke,

and had the fate of all thofe public adls, which ne-

ceflity and weaknefs oblige princes to agree to at one

time; and power, encouraged by favourable coa-

jundures, tempts them to break at another.

France renewed the negotiations of peace at Ger-

trudenberg ; and, in the very beginning of the con-

ferences, engaged to acknowledge the royalty of Pruf-
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fia, and the fovereignty of Neufchatel. Neverthe-

lefs the peace once more mifcarried, and the PrufRans

were employed this campaign under the prince of An-
halt at the (lege of Aire and Doway, which they

took. The king declared at that time, that he

would not reftore the town of Gueldre, where there

was a Pruffian garifon, till the Spaniards paid him

the fublldies they owed him. In fadt, he was left in

polTeflion of it at the general peace.

At this time died the duke of Courland, the king's

nephew. The Ruffians made themfelves mafters

once more of Courland, and took EJbing ; but as the

king had pretenlions to this town, it was garifoned

by a Pruffian battalion.

The palTage and neighbourhood of fo many armies
^ had brought the plague into Pcuffia ; and the dearth,

which now began to be very fendbly felt, increafed

the fury and virulence of that contagious diftemper.

The king abandoned thofe people to their unhappy

fate; and, while his revenues and fubfidies were in-

capable to fupport the magnificence of his expences,

he coolly faw above 200,000 miferabie wretches pe-

rifh with hunger, whofe lives he might have prefer-

ved by a moderate liberality.

The prince royal being fhocked at this cruelty,

and knowing that the counts of Witgenftein * and

Wartemberg were the caufe of it, ufed every pof-

fible endeavour to get them removed. The court

is fubjeded to ftorms, and the prince's favour to

perils. Witgenftein was fent to Spandaw, and the

•king wept, when be parted with the great chamber-

lain, for whom he had a great afFe<5tion. Wartem-
berg

• He was dlreftor of the iJitiinces,
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berg retired into the Palatinate with a penCon of

20,000 crowns.

Charles XII. as we have already obferved, had

refufed the neutrality. The Czar, and the kings of*

Poland and Denmark, laid hold of this pretext to at-

tack him in Pomerania, in 1711. Frederick I. con-

ftantly refufed to enter into this alliance, being un-

willing to expole his territories to the incurfionSy

ravages, and hazards of war ; and befides, he hoped

his neutrality would enable him to reap fome

benefit from the difturbances of his neighbours.

The beginning of the operations in Pomerania

were not favourable to the allies. The Danes raifed

the fiege of Wifmar, and Auguftus thofe of Stralfund

and Stettin.

While Europe thus laboured with convulfions, and

the leveral contending powers were inflamed with

hope and ambition, the emperor Jofeph died. The
empire chofe the archduke Charles in his place, who
at that time was blocked up in Barcelona, after hav*

ing been crowned at Madrid, and driven away from

thence by the lofs of the battle of Almanza.

The death of the emperor Jofeph paved the way

for a general peace. The Englifh, who were tired

of the great expences they had been at, began to re-

fle(51: on the original intent of the war. In proporti-

on as the clouds of their enthafiafm vanifhed, they

perceived that the houfe of Auftria woald be power-

ful enough, by retaining her hereditary dominions,

the kingdom of Naples, the Milanefe, and Flanders.

They determined therefore to • hold conferences at

Utrecht, in order to eftablifh a general peace.

The king being defirous of terminating the diffe-

rences relating to the fucceflion of Orange by a de-

finitive
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iinilive treaty, went in perfon to the duchy of Clevfis^

in order to regulate this affair with the prince of

Friefland. But this unhappy prince was drowned in

the pailage of Mordyk, in his way to the Hague.

On the other hand, Frederick I. made another ac-

quifition, by the extindion of the counts of Mans-^

feldt. This country was fequeftered between Pruflia

and Saxony ; the Pruffian regency was eftablifhed at

Mansfeldt, and that of Saxony at Eifleben.

Things drew now infenfibly towards a peace.

The conferences Were held at Utrecht in 1712 ; and

the counts of DohnhofT, Meternich, and Biberftein

repaired thither, as the king's plenipotentiaries.

During the conferences, a revolution happened in

England, which Europe attributed to marfhal Tal-

lard, who was then prifoner in that country. Whe-
ther it was the effedt of the marfhal's" policy, or on-

ly the work of hazard, my lord Marlborough's party

were routed ; and the pacific part of the nation pre-

vailed. The duke bf Ormond was fent to command
the Britifh troops in Flanders, where he feparated

from the allies at the beginning of the campaign.

Prince Eugene, tho' weakened by the defertion of
the Englifh, continued to adl ofFenGvely. The Pruf-

fians, under the prince of i^nhalt, were employed in

the fiege of Landrecy. But Villars marched to

Denain, where he fell upon my lord Albemarle's camp,

and defeated him intirely, before prince Eugene could

come up to his alliilance. This vi(5i:ory reftored

Marchienne, Quefnoy, Doway, and Buchain, to the

French.

The allies followed the example of the Englifh,

and began to think ferioufly of a peace. The em-

peror Y/as the only prince that would continue the

h war;
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war ; whether the flownefs of his council had n6t

yet had time to come to a determination, or that this

frhice thought himfelf ftrong enough to withftand

Lewis XIV. by himfelf. But his affairs only grew

worfe.

The king at that time furprifed the Dutch garifon

at Moeurs, and by poifeffion maintained his rights

to that town.

But the pacific difpofitions of the fouth had no

influence on the north. The king of Denmark en-

tered the duchy of Bremen, and took Stade. The

Czar, and the king of Poland, attempted a defcent

upon the ifle of Rugen, but were difappointed by the

good difpofition made by the Swedes. The allies

were not more fuccefsful in the (lege of Stralfund,

which they were obliged to raife ; for Steinbock had

gained a victory over the Saxons and Danes at Ga-

debufch in the duchy of Mecklenburg; and, upon

the arrival of a Swedifh reinforcement of 10,000

men in Pomerania, this whole country was left a prey

to the enemy. The Danes were obliged to abandon

Roflock, and to refigh this city to the king's troops,

as dire<^or of the circle of Lower Saxony ; but the

Swedes drove the Pruffians from thence. The king's

neutrality was no way infringed, and he continued

to negotiate, in order to dilpofe the minds of the con-

tending princes to fome reconciliation, and to divert

the ftorm that threatned his own dominions.

In the beginning of the year 1713, Frederick L
died of a flow diforder, which had been a long time

bringing him to his end. He did not live to fee

the conclufion of the general peace, nor tranquilli-

ty re-eftabliflied in his neighbourhood. He was

thrioc np-rried ; the firft time to a princefs of Helle,

by
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by \^hom he had a daughter, who was married to the

lereditary prince of Hefle, now king of Sweden. His

fecond wife was Sophia Charlotte of Hanover, mo-
her of Frederick-William, who fucceeded him ; and

lis third wife, who was a princefs of Mecklenburg,

le repudiated for her mad-nefs.

We have fcen the feveral paflages of the life of
Frederick I. We are now only to take a curfory

new of his charader. His mind was flexible to e-

^ery kind of impreffion, like a glafs that faithfully

eprefents the different objeds fet before it. He was
aolent by caprice, and mild thro' indolence ; con^

bunding trifles with grandeur ; fond of the fuper-

Icial, but negledfuJ of the folid ; and more bufy in

he purfuit of empty ftiew, than of ufeful attainments*

ie facrificed 30,000 of his fubjedts in the emperor's

7ars to attain to the regal dignity : and he afpir-

d after this dignity only to indulge his pride,

nd to juftify his fumptuous diffipations under fpeci-

'us appearances.

He was indeed magnificent and generous ; but how
'^Cq the purchafe, by which he acquired the means of
ndulging his paflions 1 He bartered the blood of his

'cople with the Englifh and Dutch for money ; like the

Tartars, who fell their cattle to the butchers of Po-
olia for flaughter. He was upon the point of re-*

ailing 15000 men from Flanders, when the Dutch
:nt him a large diamond, as part of the fucceflion

f the prince of Orange ; upon which the troops

f Brandenburg were permitted to continue with the

ilies.

If we afcend to the origin of things, in order to

3-ve a juft idea of the generofity of a prince, we
ah' find, that as he is the firfl fervant of the flate,

: iS accoiint-ablc to it i^r the ufe to ^vhich he ap=

h 2, pli-?
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plies the public money j that he ought to appropriate

a certain part of it to the fupportof his dignity, and

the remainder to reward the fervices and merit of his

fubjeds J to enrich the ftate by his liberality ; to

maintain the equality of conditions ; not to opprefs

the poor, in order to fatten the rich ; to relieve the

public miferies Avith generofity ; to aflift the unfortu-

nate of every kind and condition; to fhew magni-

ficence in whatever relates to the general body of the

flate ; and to dired all his expences to the advantage

of his people.

The expence which Frederick I. was fo fond of

was far from being of this kind ; it was rather the

diflipation of a vain and prodigal prince. His conn

was one of the moil magnificent in Europe ; and hi<

cmbaflies v/ere as fplendid as tho{e of the Portuguefe

He granted very large penfions to his favourites

His buildings were magnificent, and his entertain

ments grand ; his ftables were filled vvith horfes, hi:

ofl[ices with cooks, and his cellars with wine. H(

gave a fief of forty thoufand crowns to a huntfman

who helped him to kill a large flag. He was ver\

near mortgaging the country of Halberftadt to tin

Dutch, to purchafe the jP///, a large diamond, whici

was fold afterwards to Lewis XV. in the time o

the regency. His domeftics were fure of makini

. their fortune, if they could but bear the firll trani

ports of his paflion. But there was no proportioi

in his expences : the abfurdity of his extravaganc

will appear more evident, if we examine clclely int(

the (late of his revenues. There we perceive robui

members of a gigantic body, clofe to feeble limb

that are perifhing with want. He fold 20,000 mei

to maintain 30,000, His court was like to thof

grea
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great rivers, which fwallow up the water of the little

rivulets. His favourites were loaded with largelTes,

while the inhabitants of Lithuania and Pruffia perifhed

with famine and peftilence ; and this generous prince

refufed to relieve them. An avaricious prince is to

his people, like a phyfician who lets his patient be

Ilified in his blood : and an extravagant prince is

like one that kills him vnth too much bleeding.

Frederick I. v/as never conftant in his favours;

whether it was that he repented his bad choice, or

whether he had no indulgence for human infirmities.

All his favourites, from baron Danckleman down to

count Witgenftein, had an unhappy end. The bad

education, which he had received in his youth, influen-

ced his whole life ; his mind was weak and fuperftiti-

ous. He was particularly attached to Calvinifm, to

which he v/ould willingly have reduced every other

religion ; and in all probability he would have been

a perfecutor, if priefts had introduced magnificence

and ceremonies into perfecutions. He compofed a

book of common prayer, which for his credit was
never printed. If he is deferving of praife, it is for

having preferved peace in his dominions during his

whole reign, while the territories of his neighbours

were ravaged by war ; for being naturally of a bene*

volent temper, and for never having violated his con-

jugal vow. In fiiort, he was great in trifling things,

and a trifler in great things ; and it is a difadvantage to

him to be placed in hiflory between a father and fon^

whofe fuperior abilities eclipfe his merit.

L 3 FOUR
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FOUR

DISSERTATIONS.

DISSERTATION I.

Of manners^ cufioms, tndujlry, and the progrefs

of the human undcrjianding in the arts and

fdences»

'O have an adequate knpwledge of a ftate, it

is not fufficient to be acquainted with its

origin, wars, treaties, government, religion,

and revenues. Thefe are indeed the principal parts

on v/hich the hiftorian difplays the elegance of his

ilyle. But there are are others, which, though not

fo entertaining as the former, are yet entirely as ufe-

ful. Among thefe I reckon whatever relates to the

manners of the inhabitants, as the original of new
cuftoras, the abolifliing of old ones, the rife of in-

tiuftry, the caufes that firft encouraged it, the rea-

fons which accelerated or retarded the progrefs of

the human underftanding ; and, above all, what-

ever chiefly charadlerizes the genius of the nation

whofQ
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Tviiofe hiftory we undertake to write. Thefe fubjefls

will always be interefting to politicians and philofo-

phers ; and I may venture to affirm^ that this fort

of detail is no way unworthy of the majefty of hif-

tory.

I (hall prefent the reader with a fpecimen of the mofl:

diftinguifhing ftrokes of the genius of the Branden-

burghers in every ag€. But how great a difference

between thofe ages ? Nations feparated by immenfe

feas, and dwelling under oppofite tropics, do not

differ more in their cufloms, than the Brandenbur-

ghers from themfelves, if we compare thofe in the

time of Tacitus, to thofe under Henry the Fowler ;

thofe under Henry the Fowler, to thofe under John
the Cicero ; and, in fine, the latter to the inhabi-

tants of the eledlorate uiider Frederick I. kins: of

PrulTia.

The generality of mankind, who are amufed with

an infinite variety of objects, look upon the magic

lanthorn of this world without reflexion. They
take no more notice of the continual changes which

happen in regard to cufloms, than in a great city, of

the daily ravages committed by death, provided it

fpares the fmall circle of their acqisaintance. And
yet, after a (hort abfence, we find at our return dif-

ferent inhabitants and different cufloms.

How inftruolive and entertaining it is, to furvey

paft ages, and to fee by what analyfis they are con-

neded to our times ! To take a nation in its rudeft

flate of iimplicity, to follow it in its progrefs, and to

trace it down to the time in which it was civilized,

is the fame as examining the filk-worm in all its me-

tamorphofes, from its being a chryfalis; till it be-

comes a butterfly.

L 4 But
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But how mortifying is this ftudy I It is but too

certain, that the immutable law of nature obliges

mankind to pafs through a great many impertinent

trifles, before they can attain to any reafonable or

folid acquirement. Thus, if we afcend to the o-

rigin of nations, we fliall find them all equally bar-

barous. Some have arrived by flow gradations, and

by a great many windings, to a certain degree of

perfection. Others have reached it by rapid flights

;

but all have taken different ways. And even polite-

iiefs, induftry, and the feveral arts, have imbibed,

a tafte of the foil, in the different countries into

which they have been tranfplanted, from the indelible

charafter of each nation. This will appear ftill more

evident to thofe who will pleafe to read the different

Avorks written at Padua, London, or Paris ; they

may be ealily diftinguiflied, even when the authors of

them treat the fame fubjefls ; if wc except only the

abftrafer parts of geometry.

The inexhauftlble variety which nature has fown

jn thofe general and particular characters, is a proof

of her fertility, and at the fame time of her cecono-

^y. For though the innumerable nations, which

cover the face of the earth, have each their different

genius ; yet it feeras that feme remarkable ftrokes,

%viiich diiclnguiih them from the reft, are unalter-

able. Each n 'tion has its peculiar character, which

may be modified more or lefs by the education they

receive, but whofe effentials are never effaced. I

might eafily connrm this opinion, by proofs drawn

from n:::tural phiioiophy ; but I ihali not digrefs from

my fubje6l. It follows therefore, that princes have

never intirely clianged the mar.ner of thinking pecu-

liar to a nation } that they have never been able to

force
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force nature to produce thofe great men, whofe name

alone is capable of rendering ages memorable to po-

flerlty ; and though the working of the mine is fub-

jed to their regulations, yet their power does not

extend to the fruitful veins ; thefe open themfelves

of a fudden, furnilhing treafures in abundance, and

are often loft, when purfued with the greateft avi-

dity.

Whofoever has read Tacitus and Coefar, will ealily

diftinguifli the Germans, French, and Englifh, by the

colours in which they are painted ; and which have

not been effaced in the courle of eighteen centuries.

How then is it pcffible, that a fingle reign fhould com-

pafs what fo many ages have not been able to attain ?

A ftatuary may Ihape a piece of ftone into what form

he pleafes ; he may make an ^fop or an Antinous

of it, but he cannot change the nature of the ftone.

Every nation will have fome predominant vices and

virtues. If the Romans therefore appear more vir-

tuous under the Antoninus's than the Tiberius's, it

is becaufe crimes were more feverely puniftied under

the former ; vice durft not lift up its unhallowed

head, but the vicious were fliil in being. Princes

may give a certain varnifii of politenefs to their nati-

on ; they may maintain rhe laws in their full vigour,

and the fcicnces in a middling condition ; but they

can never alter the nature of things ; they can add

only a tranlient Ihadow to the prevailing colour of

the pi(5lure.

Of this we have feen proofs in our days in RuiTia.

Peter I. ordered the Mufcovites to cut off their

beards, and to believe in the prcceflion of the Holy

Ghofl: ; he made fome of them drefs in the French

tafte, and inflituted fchools for the learning of different

ian-
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languages ; and yet the Ruffians will be ftil!, perhaps,

for many ages diftinguiftied from the French, the

Italians, and other European nations.

I really believe, that nothing but the intire devaf-

tation of a country, and the repeopling it with foreign

colonies, is capable of producing an intire change in a

nation. But we muft obferve, that it is then nolong-

ger thtf fame nation ; and it would be ftjil a queftion,

whether the climate and food would not in time af-

fimilate the new inhabitants to the old ones.

I thought it necelTary to feparat-e this fragment,

which treats of the Brandenburghers, from the reft of

the hiftory, becaufe in the former I was confined to

politics and war ; and if the following particulars

which relate to cuftoms, induftry and arts, w-ere in-

terfperfed in the body of the work, they might have

eafily efcaped the reader ; whereas he will find them

here colle<5led under one point of view, where by

themfelves they form a fmall body of hiftory.

In the commencement of this work, I have been

guided by Latin writers, as there was none of the

Country during that period. Lockeliua, whom I ftiall

often have occafion to quote, has been of fervice to

tne in the dark regencies of the margraves of the four

firft races ; and the archives have furniftied me with

materials folr the moft remarkable paftages during the

time that the houfe of Hohenzollern has been in pof-

feflion of this eledorate, which brings us down tp

our day?.

The First Epoch a.

In the long enumeratiop which Tacitus makes of

the people of Germany^ he is laiiftaken in regard to

the
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the word Ingevojtery which fignifies inhabitants, and

that of Genneniery which implies warlike people,

whom through ignorance of the language he took for

particular nations. The number^of thofe warriors,

with which this country was filltd, gave it the name

of Germany.

The firft inhabitants of the Marck were Teuton?,

and after them the Semnons, who, according to

the relation of Tacitus, were the noblefl: among

the Suevi.

In thofe remote days Germany was quite barba-

rous ; the natives who were rude and unpoliihecl, liv-

ed in forefts, where they had little huts for their habi-

tations. They married young, and got children fafi:,

for the women were feldom barren. The nation in-

creafed daily, and as the children confined tbemfelves

to the culture of their paternal eftates, inftead of

clearing new lands, it followed of courfe, that fince

thefe fmall inheritances did not, even in the very belt

years, afford a fuiEcIent maintenance for fo numerous

a people, they were obliged to quit their country to

find elfewhere a fubfiilence. Hence that great inun-

dation of Barbarians, who overrun Gaul, Africa, and

even the Roman empire.

The Germans were huntlraen through neceiliry,

and warriors by inclination. Their poverty rendered

the inteftine wars which they had among themfelves

very fhort; for they were not influenced by interell.

Their generals, v/ho afterwards became princes, were

called Furjien, which fignifies leaders. They were

famous for the Jargenefs of their Cze, the robuftnefs

of their bodies, and for being inured to the mod: la-

borious exercifes. Their principal virtues were their

valour, and the fidelity with which they fulii'led their

engage-



( i5<5 )

engagements. Thefe virtues they celebrated by hymm

,

which they taught their childreu, in order to tranf-

mit them to pofterity.

Even the Latin writers are unexceptionable wif-

nefTes of the German valour, by acquainting us with

the defeat of Varus and fome of the other chiefs of

the Roman armies. If we are apt to commend the

courage of a nation, which with equal difcipline and

forces is vi(5lorious over another ; how much more

ought we to admire the bravery of thofe Germans,

who having nothing to rely upon but a confidence in

their own valour, and an inflexible refolution never

to yield, triumphed over the Roman difcipline, and

over thofe legions, v/ho had but juft compleated the

eonqueft of half the known world !

Notwithfiandingwhatmoft hifiorians fay, it is how-

ever true, that the Romans palled the Elbe in fpite of

the Suevi. For we have difcovered in the neighbour-

hood of Zoffen, within fix German miles of Berlin,

in a fquare camp of four hundred paces, a vaft num-
ber of urns, filled with the medals of the emperor

Antoninus, and of the eraprefs Fauftina, and with

drefling toys belonging to the Roman ladies. This

cannot be a field of battle, for the Suevi v/ould never

have buried the fpoils of their enemies under ground,

to decorate their funeral. I think we may fafely

conjedure, that this place ferved as a camp to fome

£>f the advanced cohorts, which the Romans had fent

beyond the Elbe, to apprife them of the motions and

approach of the Barbarians.

Brandenburg is the mod ancient city of the Marck.

The annals of this place,
,
printed in 1595, fix the

foundation of it in the year of the world 3588, which

is about 416 years before the vulgar asra. It is faid

to
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to have been built by Brennus, wh,o ranfacked Rome,

and to have taken its name from its founder. Amidft

the obfcurity of thofe days we have been able to corae

at the names of fome of the kings of che Vandals, as

Hoterus and Wenceflaus, who in all probability

were more ambitious and troublefcme than the reft.

We find moreover in the annals of this country, that

"Witikind king of the Saxons, Hermanfred king of

Thuringia, and Richimir king of the Franks, entered

into an alliance, fubdued the Semnons, and were the

firfl: who inclofed the conquered towns with walls, to

keep the country in fubjedion.

The Second Epoch a.

Charlemain, at length, took Brandenburg in 781 ;

and when Henry the Fowler had, in the year 981,
intirely fubdued the Saxons who inhabited thofe parts,

he eftabhihed margraves, or governors of the frqn-

tiers.

The manners of the people were civilized under

the margraves, but the country was very poor. It

^ produced only the bare necelTaries of life, but ftpod

in need of the induftry of its neighbours for feveral

conveniences ; and as no other country wanted its

afliftance, there was a greater exportation than im-

portation of fpecie. This difproportion in the cir-

culation, which continually diminifhed the value of

money, lowered the price of all forts of commodi-

ties. Provifions were fo cheap, that under the eledor

John II. of Afcania, a bulhel of wheat was fold for

twenty eight farthings, a bulhel of rie for twenty

eight deniers, and fix hens were bought in the mar-

ket for one grofs.

The
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The married men of Berlin palTed at that time Cot

honed: but jealous hufbands. The annals of this

country * afford an example, which gives us a lively'^

defcription of the manners of thofe days. During the

regency of the elector Otho of Bavaria, a fecretary

of the bifttop of Magdeburg went to bathe at the pu-

blic bath at Berlin ; where happening to meet in the

Ilreet with a young woman, who was a burgher's

wife, hb propofed to her in joke to go and bathe

with him. The woman was affronted at this pro-

pofal ; upon which a crowd of people got about him ;

and the burghers of Berlin, who underlfood no rail-

lery, dragged the poor fecretary into a public market

place, where , they beheaded him without any other

fo.rm of trial, if thefc people are ftill jealous, at leaft

thejr revenge is not fo unmerciful.

The country was in a mod mifcrable fituation un-

der the princes of the four lirll: races ; and indeed it

could not be otherwife, as it was continually chang-

ing mafters. Otho of Bavaria was obliged to fell the

ele<5lorate, in 1373, to the emperor Charles IV.

The latter refided at Tangermonde, where he kept a

fpkndid court, and built a large caille, whole ruins

are to be feen to this day. While Jodocus had the

government of the country of Brandenburg, the Vau-
dols, who were perfecuted in France, took (helter in

Angermunde, which from thence was called the here-

tical city. I cannot find the reafon why the Vau-

dois fhould fly for an afylum to the country of Bran-

denburg, v/hich was inh'bited by catholics ; nor why
they were received, tho' detefted.

The prince? of the houfe of Luxemburg were the

gi eatefi oppreffors of the people : they mortgaged the

electorate,

* Lockeliss in 1^64,
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cledorate, whenever they wanted money, to thofe wh^
were willing to lend them the grcateft fums. And
thofe creditors, who looked upon this wretched pro-

vince as a mortgage, ufed every art of oppreflion to

enrich themfelves, living there at difcretion, as in an

enemy's country. The highways were infefted ^vith

robbers, all civil polity was banifhed,and the proceed-

ings of the courts of juftice were fuperfeded. The
lords of Quitzau and NeuendorfF, enraged at the o-

dious yoke under which their country groaned, de-

clared open war againft the petty tyrants who op-

prelled it. During this total confufion and (late of

anarchy, the people were in the utraoH: mifery. The
nobility were one the while theinftruments, another

time the avengers of tyranny ; and the generality of

the nation, whofe fpirits were deprefTed by the feve-

rity of llavery, and by the rigour of a barbarous Go-
thic government, grew quite infenHble and para-

lytic.

The Third Epoch a.

The emperor Sigifmund difimbroiledthis diaog in

1 4 14, by conferring the country of Brandenburg and
the eledorai dignity on Frederick of Hohenzollern,

margrave of Neurenberg. This prince required his

new fubjeils to yield homage to him ; but the people,

long accuftomed to cruel mafters, with difficulty fub-

mitted to this mild and legitimate government. Fre-

derick I. reduced the nobility by the terror of a large

cannon, with which he beat down the caftles of the

rebels. This cannon was a four and twenty poun-
der, and was all the artillery he had.

The Ipirit of fedition was not fo quicklv luopref-

fed.
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I

fed. The burghers of Berlin revolted feveral times

againfl: their magiftrates ; and Frederick II. appeafed

thefe commotions with prudence and lenity. This

prince was obliged, for want of money, to mortgage

the tolls of SchifFelbein and Drambourg to Denis

lord of Often for the fum of 1500 florins, to defray

his charges to the diet of Nurenberg.

In this fituation things continued till the time of

John the Cicero. This eledor made ihe firft efforts

to refcue his people out of that ftate of rufticity and

ignorance ; and indeed to be only fenfible of their

ignorance was a great matter in thofe days. Tho*

this dawn of knowledge was but a very weak twilight,

yet it produced the foundation of the univerfity of

Frankfort on the Oder in 1495. Conrad Wipina,

profelfor of Leipiick, was the redorof this new uni-

verfity, and compiled the flatutes. A thoufand flu-

dents were inroUed the very firft year in the regifters

of the univerfity.

Lucky it was for the progrefs of the fciences, that

Joachim Neftor was as much their protedor as his

father. This prince was the Leo X. of Branden-

burg ; he was mafler of the mathematics, aftrono-

my, and hiftory ; he (poke French, Italian and Latin,

with eafe ; he was fond of polite learning, and mu-
nificent in encouraging thofe who profefied it.

The civilizing of a nation that had been in a (late

of barbaroufnefs for fb many ages, could not be the

work of a day ; it mufl: be a long time before the

foft commerce of fciences can communicate itfelf to

a whole nation. The young people indeed applied

themfelves to fludy, but thofe of at more advanced

age preferved (till an attchment to their ancient cuf-

toms
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toms and to their rufticity. The nobility flill con-

tinued to rob on the highways. There was fuch a

general depravation of manners in Germany, that

the diet of the empire alTembled at Triers, being wlU

ling to put a ftop to it, forbad people to blafpheme,

and to abandon themfelves to that excefs of debau-

chery, which debafes human nature, and renders

men inferior to brutes.

At that time there were vineyards planted in the

cle<Storate ; a barrel of wine was fold for thirty grof-

{es, and a bufliel of rie for twenty one farthings.

There was a greater circulation of fpecies ; and Joa*

chim Neftor eredted feme new buildings, and among
others the caftle of Potzdam. Every body drefTed

after the German fafhion, which anfwers very near to

the old Spanilh drefs, except that the men wore large

ruffs. The princes, * counts and knights, wore gold

chains about their necks; and none but gentlemen

were.permitted to have three gold rings in their cra-

vat. The women's drefs was like that wore at pre-

fent by the fex at Auglburg, or by the maidens of
Strafburg.

They began then to be acquainted with a kind of

luxury proportioned to the times ; but as we do not

find that there was any improvement made in the in-

duftry or commerce of the people of Brandenburg,

the augmentation and caufe of the riches of thofc

days are a difficult problem to folve.

,

As early as the year 1560, we find a vaft diffe-

rence in the expences of the eledors ; for when Jo-
achim II. went to the diet of Frankfort, which was
fummoned in 1562, by the emperor Ferdinand, for

the eledion of a king of the Romans^ he had fixty

* Lockellns
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tight giEntleiiaen in his retinue, and an equipage of

452 horfes. Gaming was introduced at that time •

this cullom fhifted from the court to the town ; but

they were obliged to fupprefs it^ becaufe fome bur-

ghers had ioil above a thoufand crowns at a fitting.

We read in our annals, that at the marriage of

Joachim II. to Sophia daughter of Sigifmuhd king oi

Poland, the elector lay the firfl: night of his nuptials

armed cap-a-pee with his young wife ; as if the foft

engagements of love required fueh formidable pre-

parations. There was a mixture of ferocity and mag-

nificence in the cuftoms of thofe days. The caule

of this fingularity was the defire the nation had tc

emerge from its barbaroufn-efs ; it fought for the

right road, but mifTed it- They were fo ftupid as to

confound ceremonies with politenefs, magnificence

Tvith dignity, debauchery with pleafure, pedantry

with learning, and the clownifh iatnefs of buffoons

with the ingenious fallies of wit.

To this time we mud refer the foundation of the

wnlverfity of Konigfberg by Albert duke of Pruflia. \

The expences of the eledors flill continued to in-

creafe. John George made a faperb interment for his fa-

ther ; this is the firft funeral pomp of any kind of magni-

ficence that we meet with in the hiftory ofBrandenburg.

The predominant paffion of this prince was his fond^

nefs of entertainments y he loved to difplay his gran-

deur. He celebrated the birth * of his elded foil

with entertainments that lafted four days. Thefe

diverfions confided of tournaments, naval combats,

fireworks, and running at the ring. The lords wh®
compofed the four troops, were drelTed in velvet

richly imbroidered with gold and liiver j but dill the

chara^Ser

* Lockclius,
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characfler of the age was difcernible thro* this magni-

ficence. At the head of each troop there was a buf-

foon, who founded a horn in a ridiculous manner, and
committed a thoufand extravagances, while the court

mounted the turret of the caille to fee the iire-works

go off f . When Chriftian king of Denmark came

through Berlin, the elector received him in a mag-

nificent manner ; he went out to meet him, attended

with a great number of princes, counts, and lords, and

with a guard of 300 horfe. The king made his entry

in a black velvet chariot laced with gold, drawn by

eight white courfers, with bits and caparifons all of

filver. They quite tired him with entertainments^

all in this tafte.

Luxury, perhaps, was carried to excefs ; for Jo-

achim ena6led fumptuary laws. He employed his re-

venues inufeful eftablifhments, and founded Joachim's

college, which was afterwards removed to ikrlin hj
the eledor Frederick -William, where ftill continues

this fchool, the mofl: flourirtiing, without doubt,

and the beO: regulated in all the territories of Pruffia.

Under the adminiftration of John George, a great

many inventions were ftill wanting, that contribute

to the conveniency of life. The common cuftom of

coaches goes no higher than John Sigifmund ; in.

whofe reign mention is made of it, on account of the

homage which this prince yielded at Warfaw for the

'duchy of Pruflia. He had thirty fix coaches, each

fix horfes in his train, befides fourfcore led horfes.

The embaffador, whom he fent to the diet of the em-
pire at the eledion of the emperor Matthias, had three

coaches. Thefe were a kind of ugly travelling ve-

M 2 hides

f The annals mention, that the ele£lor put his head out of a
dormer-window, and cried out Jo the ingtncer ; John, fet Jirt &s
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hkles, made of four boards, which were put toge-

ther in a very clumfy manner. Who could have then

foretold, that this art would been carried to fo high

a degree of perfection in the eighteenth century, as

to make coaches that come to 20 coo crowns, and

that they fliould find purchafers ?

The efforts made by Brandenburg and Germany to

civilize themfelves, were not quite ufelefs. The
number of univerfitiea increafed, among which was

that of Halle. At the fame time an academy was

formed at DefTaw for the improvement of the Ger-

man tongue, under the name of the fruitful focitty.

This might have been of fome fervice ; efpecially as

the German'language branched out into an infinite

number of dialeifts, wants proper rules to fix its true

(tandard ; befides, we have no claflic writers ; and

if we have dill fome remains .of our ancient republican

liberty, 'tis only the barren privilege of mangling a

rude and airaofl: barbarous language according to our

pleafure and fancy.

Thefe excellent inftitutions, which perhaps would

have greatly contributed to the advancement of learn-

ing, were hardly (Ivetched, when the thirty years war

fupervened, which overturned and deftroyed all Ger-r

many.

The ftates of Brandenburg had a fiiare in the go-

vernment till the reign of George- William, viz.

3621 5 they were confulted on all public affairs, and

their advice was followed. When the war drew near

to the electorate, they began to think of its defence.

'Till that time the elcflor kept only his own guards,

and when he wanted to raife troops, the nobility

were fummoned, who were obliged to appear, and

wit-h their paramounts formed the cavalry ; the in-

fantry
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fantry cohCfted of their vafTals. The eleilor *, and

efpecially his rainifler count Schwartzenberg, we.e-

iticiined to maintain a regular militia. The flates

confented to levy foldiers ; and after the men were

picked out, they were ordered to beg about the

country for their fubfiftence, till there fliould be occa-

iion for their fervice At the fame" time an edi<5t was

publifhed, ordering the country people to give a far-

thing a piece to this militia if they came to beg, and to

beat them foundly if they were not latisfied. Thus
this eledor, inliead of having difciplin'd troops, had

cnly privileged beggars.

The count of Schwartzenberg .reduced afterwards

the power of thefe dates, tho' they had never abuf-

ed it. In fliort, in the courfe of this bloody war,

the year 1636 was the mort unfortunate for this elec-

torate : the Swedes were at Werben, tiie Imperialiils

at Magdeburg and Rathenaw, Wrangle at Slett^, ai^id

Morofini in the New Marck, when thirty fix thoufan4

Imperialids marched through the country, pillaging

and deflroying every place they came to. This was

too much : the country of Brandenburg, exhaufted

by the number of troops whom jt had maintained,

and who had ravaged it for feme years, could Hand

it no longer. Provilions were become extremely

dear, an ox was fold for a hundred crowns, a bulh-

ei of wheat for five, a bufhel of barley for three

;

and the fcarcity of fpecie raifed the value of it to

fuch a degree, that a ducat was rated at ten crowns-

Gome gentlemen who had fecured their provifions

from the rapacioufnefs of the enemy, wanted to

sreap an advantage from the circumftances of this

dearth ; but the country people, not having wherc-

'Withal to purchafe this grain, and grown defperate

M 3 by

•SebaWus's chronicle.
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by the famine, fell upon thofe inhiimane maflefs, and

plundered their granaries. The famine continued

with the fame violence, and was followed by the

plague, which completed the mifery of the country.

The remainder of the unfortunate inhabitants, whom
death and the enemy had fpared, being unable to

"^vithfland fuch a fea of calamities, abandoned their

unhappy country, and fled for refuge to the neigh-

bouring provinces.

The Marck was then one frightful defert, which

.exhibited a Jamentable fped:acle of ruins, conflagrati-

ons, and of every fcene of calamity that attends a"

long and furious war. Hardly was it pofllble, amidft

fuch a horrid fcene of confulion, and in places intire-

Jy laid wad?;, to difcern the traces of the ancient in-

habitants.

There would have been an end of Brandenburg

for ever, if Frederick-William, who began to reigri"

in 1 640, had not taken fuch immenfe pains to re-

trieve it His prudence and refolution, together

\(7ith time, overcame all thofe obftacles ; he conclud"

ed a p^ace, and immediately fet about anew creation,

Brandenburg, in fafl, became a new country, for»

med of a mi ture of all nations, who afterwards in--

termarried with thofe few of the ancient inhabi-

tants, that had efcaped dertru<51ion ; whether it wai

ewing to a plentiful year, or for v/ant of confampti"'

©n, the price ot provilions fell fo low, that a bufliel

©f wheat war. folii for twelve groifes.

Among the other mifchiefs occafioned by thirtf

years war, we may reckon the ruin of the little trade

than carried on in north of Germany, Formerly we

bad our fait from Holland and France ; but as the

flock could not be fupplicd during thgfe troubles, it

was
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was foon exhaufted. The want of fo necellary a

commodity obliged people to have recourfe to in-

dudry ; and they difcovered fait pits at Halle, which

were fufficient to* fupply not only the wants of Bran-^

denburg, but llkewife of the neighbouring provinces.

The firft colony that came to fettle in the elector-

ate were Dutch. Thefe revived the leveral handy-

craft trades, and formed a projed: for felling timber,

with which the country abounded ; for the thirty

years had turned almoft all. the foil into a forefl. The
iale of this timber conftituted. afterwards one of the

principal branches of our commerce. The eleftor

gave leave to fome Jewifii families to fettle in his do-

minions; the neighbourhood of Poland rendering

them very ufeful for vending in that kingdom the re-

fufe of our fripery.

Not long after a favonrable event enfued, which

confiderabiy promoted the defigns of the great eledor,

Le\yis XIV, revoked the edi«ft of Nants in 1684,

upon which occafion at lead 300,000 French quitted

the kingdom. Thofe who had mofl: money retired

to England and Holland ; but the moft induftrious

part of them, to the number of twenty thoufand, or

thereabouts, took fiielter in the country of Branden-

burg. Thefe helped to re-people our defert villages,

and brought all forts of manufadures amongft us,

which we wanted.

In order to judge of the advantages which the go-

vernment received from this colony, it will be necef-

fary to give fome account of the ftate of our manu-

faftures before the thirty years war, and of the per-

fedion they arrived to after the revocation of the

sdi6l of Nants.

Our comimerce confided formerly in the fale of

M 4 »"r



onr corn, wine,' and wool ; there were feme woollen

manufactures, but they were very inconfiderable. At
t^he time of John Cicero there were only 700 manu*

j^durers in the whole country. During the admini-

ftration of John Joachim, the duke of Alva exercifed

his tyrannical cruelty over the inhabitants of the

Low countries. That v/ife princefs, Elizabeth queen

of England, made a proper ule of the folly of her

neighbours, by inviting the manufaflurers of Gant

and Bruges into her dominions. Thefe people manu-

factured the Englifli wool, and obtained a law to pro-

hibit the exportation of it.

Our manufacturers till that time had made no good

cloth, without a mixture of Englifli wool ; and, as

foon as this was with-held, the manufacture declined.

The electors of Saxony, Auguftus and Chriftian, fol-

lowed queen Elizabeth's example, by inviting the

rlemifli artifts to their country, who put their manu-

factures in a flourifliing condition. The want of

foreign wool, the decline of our manufactures, and the

rife of thofe of our neighbours, induced the nobility of

Brandenburg to fell their wool to ftrangers ; whicl^i

was very near being the utter ruin of our manufac-

tures. In order to remedy this evil, John Sigifmund

prohibited the importation of foreign cloths into the

country , but this prohibition was ridiculous, becaule

the manufactures of Brandenburg were infufficient

to furnifh as much cloth as the country wanted, which

obliged them to have recourfe to the induftry of their

neighbours. Very likely more lucky expedients

•would have been found out, if the thirty years war

had not broke out foon after, which overturned all

projects and manufactures, and even the (late itfelf-

At the acceifion of Frederick-William to the rer

g^"cy^
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gency, there was no manufaflnre m this country, ei-'

ther of hats, (lockings, ferges, or any kind of wool-

len ftufTs. We are indebted to the indufiry of the

French for all thefe manufactures : they erefted fa-

bricks of cloths, ferges, ftuffs, druggets, crapes, caps,

woven (lockings, all forts of hats, ^nd dying in dif-

ferent colours. Some of thofe refugees turned fhop-

keepers, and retailed the feveral wares that were fabri-

cated by their countrymen. Berlin now had gold-

fmlths, jewellers, watchmakers, and carvers. The
French, who fettled in the open country, planted to-

bacco ; and variety of fruits, and excellent pnlfe,

were feen to grow in a fandy foil, which, by their

careful cultivation, was become an admirable kitchen-

garden. To encourage fo ufeful a colony, the great

eledor allowed them a yearly peniion of forty thou-

fand crowns, which they etnjoy to this day.

Thus the eledloratf was in a more flourifhing con-

dition under the adminiftration of Frederick-WilJiani

than it had been under any of his ancellors. The
great improvement of the manufadlures increafed the

different branches of commerce, which was afterwards

confined chiefly to our corn, timber, woollen manu-
fadlures, and fait. The ufe of polt-houfes, hitherto

unknown in Germany, was introduced by the great

elector throughout all his dominions, from Emme-
rick as far as Memel. The cities, before that time,

paid arbitrary taxes, which werefuppreded, and an

excife was fubftituted in their Head. The towns began

to be civilized, the llreets were paved, and lanthorns

were fet up at proper diftances to light the inhabi-

tants. This civil regulation was abfolutely neceflary

;

for the courtiers were obliged to go in (lilts to Potz-

dam,
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dam, when the court happened to refide there, be-

cau{e of the dirt that lay in heaps in the ftreets.

Frederick-William was the fird ele<51:or that kept a/

regular body of difeiplined troops in his fervice. The
battalions of foot confided of four companieis-, each

of 150 men ; the third, part of,a battalion were

armed with pikes, the reft with mullcets. The in-

fantry wore their regimentals, and had cloaks. The,

horfe provided themfelves with arms and horfes. They,

"wore a half armour, fought in fquadrcns, and oftein

carried a train of artillery along with them.

The great eledlor, though generous and magnifi-

cent in his own perfon, eftabiifhed fumptuary laws.

The court was numerous and fplendid. At the en-

tertainment which he gave at the marriage of hi&

niece, the princefs of Courland, there were fifty-fix

tables, with forty covers at each repaft. The inde-

fatigable aflivity of this prince procured every ufeful

art to his country ; but he had not time to introduce

the polite ones.

The continual wars, together with the mixture of

new inhabitants, had already made a change in the

antient manners. A great many of the French and

Dutch cuftoms were adopted by our people : but the

predominant vices were drunkennefs and avarice. The
youth were forbidden all unlawful commerce with the

fair fex; and fome fmarting remembrances, which

are contraded by dying away with pleafure, were un-

known at that time. The court was fond of points,

double meanings, and buiToonries : the children of

the nobility applied themfelves again to ftudy, and

the education of youth fell infenfibly into the handj

of the French. We are indebted alfo to this nation

for a certain freedom in converfatioH; and for an

eaficr
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cafier carriage than is commonly met with in the (5er-

mans.

The change which fupervened in the (late after the

thirty years war was univerfal ; it was felt in the fpe-

cie, as well as in every thing elfe. Formerly the fil-

ver mark was on the footing of nine crov/ns through-

out all the empire, till the year i 561, when the ca-

lamity of the times obliged the eledor to have re-

courfe to all manner of expedients to fnpply the ne-

cefUties of the ftate. He publilhed, the fame year,

an edid, which regulated the value of the current

fpecie; and he ordered grolTes and fenins to be coin-

ed to a confiderable fum, whofe intrinfic value was

very near equivalent to the third part of the real va-

lue of this fpecie. As the value of this money was

imaginary, it was foon cried down, and fell one half.

The old crowns of good allay were worth from twen-

ty eight to thirty groiTes, for which reafon we call

them bank crowns. In order to remedy thefe abu-

fes, theeledors of Brandenburg had a conference at

Cinna in 1 66^ ; and they agreed to fix the value of

fpecie upon a new footing, by which the fine filver

mark was to be returned to the public in all kinds of

money, from the crown, to the fenin, at ten crowns

fixteen groffes. After this we ftruck florins, and

half florins ; and the value of the filver mark con-

tinued fixed to ten crovv-ns.

In the 5'ear 1690, Frederick I. agreed with the

eledor of Saxony and the duke of Hanover on pro-

per meafures for keeping up the value of fpecie, on
the fame footing as was determined at the convention

of Cinna; but finding this impradicable, they con-

fented that the current fpecie of florins, and pieces

of eight grofles, fhould be ftruck through all their

dcminiojss
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<IommIons at the proportion of twelve crowns. This

is what we call the footing of Leipfick, which ftill

fuMfts.

The new colonies eftabliflied by the great elecflor,

did not indeed arrive to their full perfedion till the

reign of PYederick I. We had then a manufadure

of tapeftry equal to that of BrufTels, our laces were -

not inferior to thofe of France, our glaJUes of New-
ftadt iurpaifed thofe of Venice in whitenefs, and our

army was drelTed in cloth of our own manufadures.

In the year 1 700 the troops changed their arms ; the

ufe of pikes was abolifhed, and the infantry had fu-

ills given them; the cavalry kept no other part of

their armour than the cuirafs, and they were obliged

to wear regimentals.

The court was numerous and fplendid ; and there

"was a great circulation of fpecie, arifing from fo-

mgn fubfidies. Luxury began now to fhew itfelf

in liveries, drefs, tables, equipage, and buildings.

The king had two of the mod able architeds in Eu^

rope in his fervice ; befides Schluter, who was no
way inferior to them in merit, and whofe fine carv"

ings heightened the beauty of their architcdure. Bott

made the fine gate of Wefel, and gave the defigns of

the palace and of the arfenal of Berlin. He built

like wife ihe poft-houfe, at the corner of the great

bridge, and the beautiful portico of the caftle of Potz-

dam, whole merit is well known to the lovers of ar-

chitedure. Lofinder built the new wing of the pa-

lace of Konigfberg, and the mint, which was after-

wards pulled down. Schluter decorated the arfenal .

with thofe trophies which are fo greatly admired by

connoifleurs j and it was he that cafl the equeftrian

Hatue of the great elcdor, which palTes for a mafter-

piece^
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piece. The king embelllflied the city of Berlin with

the church of the cloyfter, with arches, and fome o-

ther edifices. He adorned alfo the pleafure-houfes

of Orangebourg, Potzdam and Charlottenburg, witl^

all manner of improvements and decorations.

The polite arts, which are generally the fruits of

abundance, began now to flourifh. The academy of

painting was founded, of which Pefne, Mayer,Widde-

man and Leigeber, were the firll profelTors. Howe-
ver, we have not had one painter of reputation from

their fchool. But the mofi: remarkable event, and

that which more nearly relates to the progrefs of the

human underflanding, was the foundation of the roy-

al academy of fciences in 1700. The queen Sophia-

Charlotte contributed chiefly to this eftablKLment.

This princefs had a great genius, with a large fiiare

of learning : fhe did not think it beneath the dignity

of a queen to fhev/ her regard for a philofopher. It

is plain that the philofopher I am fpeaking of was

Leibnitz : and as thofe whom heaven has favoured

with a particular dignity of mind are capable of railing

themfelves upon a level with fovereigns, flie entered

into an intimate acquaintance with Leibnitz, and pro-

pofed him as the only perfon capable of laying the

foundation of this new academy. Leibnitz,who,if Imay
be allowed the expreiIion,had more than one foul, was

worthy of prefiding in art academy, which, in cafe of

need,he alone might have reprefented. He eftabliihed

four clafTeSjOne for natural philofophy and phyGc, the

fecond for the mathematics, the third for the language

and antiquities of Germany, and the laft for the ori-

ental languages and antiquities. The moil celebrated

members of our academy were MelTrs Bafnage, Ber-

nguilll, La Croze^ Guilielrain!^ Hartzoker^ Herman,

Kirch,
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Kirchj Romer, ^turmer, Varignon, des VIgnoles,

Werenfels and WolfF. After them appeared MelTrs

de Beaufobre and Lenfant, whofe pens would have

done honour to the ages of Auguftus and Lewis XIV.
Ctho of Guericke flourifhed aifo at Magdeburg : it

is to him we are indebted for the invention of the air-

pump ; and luckily he has rendered his philofophical

and fruitful genius hereditary to his defcendants.

The univerCties were in a flourifliing condition at

the fame time : Halle and Franckfort were provided

with learned profeffors. Tiiomaflus, Gundling, Lude-

"Wig, Wolif and Strick, were in the firft rank of fame,

and bad a vaft number of pupils. WolfF wrote a

comment on Leibnitz's ingenious fyftem of the Mo-
nades, and drowned a few problems which Leibnitz

had thrown out as a bait to the metaphyficians in a

deluge of words, arguments, corollaries and citati-

ons. The profeiTor of Halle took an immenfe deal

of pains to write a large number of volumes, which

inftead of being adapted to the inftruflion of adult

people, ferved only as a dialedic catechifm for chil-

dren. The Monades fet the metaphyficians and geo-

metricians of Germany at variance, and they ftill go
on difputing on the divifibility of matter.

The king founded at the fame time an academy at

Berlin for young men of family, on the fame plan as

that of Luneville ; but, unhappily for our country, it

did not laft long.

This century produced not one good hiftorian.

Tejflier was employed to write the hiftory of Branden-

burg, and inftead of a hiftory he wrote a panegyric.

PufFendorfF wrote the life of Frederick-William ; and

being determined to omit no circumftancc at all, he

forgot neither kis clerks of the chancery nor his va-

lets
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kts de chambre. But our authors, I think, arc ge-

nerally found fault with for making no diftindion

between things that are elTential, and fuch as are on-

ly circumftantial ; for leaving fads in obfcurity, while

they pretend to difembroil them ; and for not fhor-

tenlng their trailing profe, which is excefhvely fub-

jedt to tranfpofitions and numerous epithets.

•In this great fcarcity of profe writers, Branden-

burg had one good poet. This was Monf. de Ca-

nitz, who made an excellent tranllation of fome of

Boileau's epiftles, and publifhed verfes in imitation

of Horace, with fome original pieces. Canitz is the

Pope of Germany, the raoft elegant, the moft cor-

rect, and the leafl dilfufed poet that ever v/rote in

our language. In Germany even the poets are ge-

nerally infeded with pedantry ; the language of the

gods is proftituted by the mouth of fome regent of

a paltry college, or by a debauched ftudent j and

thofe whom we call gentlemen, are either too lazy,

or too proud, to touch Horace's lyre, or Virgil's

trumpet. M. de Canitz, though of a very good fa-

mily, did not think that wit and poetical merit were

any derogation to his birth. He cultivated this ta-

lent, as we have already obferyed, with great fuc-

cefs. He had an employment at court; and, from

converfing with good company, he learned that po-

litcnefs and amenity, v/hich are fo pleafing in his

ftyle.

The German theatre was worth little notice ; what

they call tragedy is a monflrous mixture of bombaft

and buffoonry. The dramatic writers v/eie unac-

quainted even with the common rules of the theatre

;

and their comedy was ftill more wretched. It was
a kind of low farce, contrary to all tafte, politenefs

and
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and morality/. The queen maintained ari Italian ope-

ra, the compofer of which was the famous Bonon-

cini : from that tirae we have hid good muficians.

There was a company of French players at court, by

•whom the admirable compofitions of the Molieres,

the Corneilles, and the Racines, were frequently re-

prefented. The tafte of the French theatre made its

way into Germany, together with the fafhions of that

nation. Europe being firuck with the charadlcr of

grandeur which Lewis XIV. difplayed in all his ani-

ons, with the poHtenefs which reigned in his court,

and with the great men who were an ornflment to his

reign, wanted to imitate France, as well as to ad-

mire her. People from all parts of Germany vifited

this country; and a young gentlemen was taken for

a fool, if he had not been fome time at the court

of Verfailles. The French tafle regulated our kit-

chens, our furniture, our drefs, and every other kind

of trifle which is fubjefl: to the tyrannical fway of

fafhion. This paflion, carried to excefs, degene*

rated into phrenzy ; the wcmen,who often run upon

extremes, pufhed it to a degree of extravagance *.

The

* The mother of Canltz the poet, having exhaufted all the

rew fafhions of France, in order to outdo tlie ladies of Berlin,

commiffioned a merchant to bring her a husband from France,

who (hould be young, handfbme, robuft, polite, witty, and of a

good family, imagining that this kind of merchandice was as

common as womens dreffing toys in a fhop. The merchant,

who was quite unpra£tiH'd in this kind of trade, executed his

commifllon as well as he could. At length his correfpondents

found out a perfon whom they thought fit for his purpo/e;

this was a man qf fifty years of age, his name was M. de

Brinboc, of a weak con/li.tution, and \ery fickly. He came
to Berlin ; madam de Canitz law him, was (lartled, and mar-
ried him. It was lucky for the Pruffians, that this marriage

turned out to the dtfliitiifaitiQn c*f the lady, otherwife her

example
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The court did not give into the foreign modes fo

:^lnuch as the town ; their time was taken up with the

decorations of magnificence and ceremony, which

were carried to the greateft excefs. The king in-

flituted the order of the black eagle, as well to have

fuch a thing as an order, like every other king, as

to give himfelf, upon this occafion, the pleafure of a

feftival, which greatly refembled a mafquerade. This

prince, who had ereded an academy out of compli-

fance to his wife, maintained buffoons to pleafe him-

felf. The court of the queen, Sophia-Charlotte, was
quite feparate from his. It was a temple, in which

the facred fire of the veftals was preferved ; it was
the afylum of learning, and the feat of politenefs.

,This virtuous princefs was fo much the more regret-

ted, as the * lady who fucceeded her, gave her/elf

up intirely to the diredion of bigots, and fpent her

days with hypocrites ; a wretched race, who even

bring virtue into difrepute, by fandlifying vice under

a virtuous appearance. At length the adepts appear-

ed at court ; and an Italian, whofe name was Cata-

neo, affured the king, that he had the fecret of ma-
king gold. This fellow fpent a great deal of this

metal, but made none ; and the king was revenged

for his credulity upon the wretch ; for he ordered

him to be hanged.

The ftate underwent aim oft an intire change, as

to its outward form, under Frederick-William, in

171 3. Numbers of courtiers were difmiffed, and

, N the

example would have been followed. Our beauties would all

have fallen into the hands of Frenchmen, and thofe of our

fex at Berlin would have been obliged, like the Romans, to

carry off the Sabine women from the neighbourhood
* The princefs of Mecklenburg, who afterwards fell roa^j
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the great penfions were reduced. Many, who had

kept their coaches, now walked on foot, which

made people fay, That the king had reftored the lame

to the ufe of their limbs. Under Frederick I. Ber"

lin was the Athens of the north ; under Frederick-

'Wiliiam, it was become the Sparta. It was now a

military government ; the army was increafed ; and,

in the heat of the lirfl: levies, fome artizans were

prefTed into the fervice, which (Iruck fuch a terror

into a great many others, that they faved themfelves

by flight. This unforefeen accident did a vaft deal

of harm to our manufaflures.

The king foon remedied thefe abufes, and applied

himfelf, with a particular attention, to the re-cfta-

blifhment and progrefs of induftry. He publifhed a

ievere ediifl, prohibiting the exportation of our wool;

and he buili the Lagerhaus in i 7 14,' which is a kind

of warehoufcj fromjwhence wool is delivered ouj to

poor manufadurers, which they pay for after they

have woven it. Our cloths found a fure fale from

the confumption made by the army, which was new

clothed every year. This confumption extended af-

terwards to foreigners ; for a Ruffian company was

eR'abliflied in 172^, and our merchants furnifhed

cloth for the whole Ruffian army. But the Englifh

fent their guineas into Mufcovy, which were foon

followed by their cloth ; fo that there was an end

of that trade. Our manufactures, indeed, fufFered

by this in the beginning, but we foon found other

markets. The manufadurers had not wool enough

of their own, and the people of Mecklenburg were

permitted to fell us theirs. Thus, as early as I733»

©ur manufadures were in fo flourifhing a conduion,

that
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ttiat we exported 44,000 pieces of cloth, of 24
yards each.

Berlin was like the magazine of Mars. Every ar-

lift, that can be employed in the fervice of an army,

was fure to thrive, and their ware was fought for

all over Germany. At Berlin we fet up powder-

mills, at Spandaw fword-cutlers, at Potzdam gun*

fmiths, and at Neuftadt tradefmen, who worked ia

iron and copper.

The king granted privileges and rewards to thofe

who would undertake to build in any part of his do-

minions. He added the ward of Frederick-ftadt to

his capital, and filled that part with houfes, which

had been covered before with the old ramparts- He
founded, as it were, and peopled f, the town of

Potzdam ; and, all this while, he did noteredthe

leaft building for himfelf, but every thing for his;

fubjed:s. The architecture of his reign is generally

infeded with the Dutch tafte ; and we could have

wifhed, that the great fums which this prince laid

out in buildings, had been diredted by abler archi-

tedls. He had the fate of all founders of cities, who
are generally taken up with the folidity of their de-

signs, and negled what, with the fame expence,

might add to their embellifhment.

After Berlin was inlarged, it was fubjeCled to a

new civil regulation in 1734, upon the fame footing,

very near, as that of Paris. Officers of the police

were eftablifhed almoft in every ward of the town

;

hackney coaches were fet up at the fame time ; the

city was difincumbered of thofe lazy wretches, who
N 2 get

f At that time there were hardly four hundred inhabitants In

the town, whereas, at prefent, there arc upwards of twenty
thoufand.
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get their bread by importunity ; and thofe unhappj

objeccs of our diilike and compafHon, to whom na-

ture has been a kind of a ftep-mother, found an a-

iylum in the pubHc hofpitals.

While all thefe changes were making, luxury,

inagnifiGence, and pleafures difappeared • the fpirit

of oeconomy was introduced among people of all

conditions, the rich as well as the poor. Under

the preceding reigns^, a great many of the nobility

fold their lands to buy laced clothes ; but now this

abufe was put an end to. In mofl of the Pruffian

dominions, the gentlemen ought to be very good

oscoaomiils, to be able to maintain their families, be-

caufe there is no fuch thing among them as the right

of primogeniture. And as the fathers of families

may have many children to fettle in the world, oeco-

nomy alone can enable them to make a decent pro-

vifion for thofe, who, after their deceafe, will di-

vide their family into different branches.

This diminution of public expence did not hinder

a great many artifans from perfecting themfelves in

their feveral trades. Our coaches, gold laces, vel-

vets, and goldfmiths ware, were fpread all over

Germany.

But the mifchlef was, that while fuch ufeful and

excellent regulations were making in the manufac-

tures^ there was a total decline in the academy of

fciences, the univerlities, the liberal arts^ and com-

merce.

The places that became vacant in the academy,

were filled without any manner of judgment. And
the public, through a fingular depravation of tafte,

affefted a contempt for a fociety of fo illuftrious an

©riginal, whofe labours tended as much to the ho-

nour
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Rour of the nation, as to the improvement of the

human underllanding. While this whole body was

fallen into a lethargy, medicine and chymiflry main-

tained their ground. Pott, MargrafT, and Eller,

compounded and difTolved matter, improving the

world with their difcoveries ; and the anatomifts

obtained a hall for their public dilTedlions, which

became an excellent fchool of chirurgery.

The profelTorfhips in the univerfities were filled

by favour and intrigiie. The bigots, who put their

nofes every where, obtained a fhare in the diredion

of the univerfities, where they raifed a perfecution

againft good fenfe, efpecially in philofophy. Wol-
fius was banifhed for giving an admirable chain of

the proo^ of the exiftence of a God. The young

nobility, who were deligned for the army, thought

it a debafement to apply themfelves to ftudy ; and

as the human mind generally runs into extremes,

they looked upon ignorance as a title of merit, and

learning as ridiculous pedantry.

The fame caufe made the liberal arts decline.

The academy of painting was now no more. Pefne,

who had been the diredor of it, left off hiftory-

paintlng to apply himfelf to portraits ; joiners turn-

ed fculptors, and mafons architeds. A chymift,

whofe name v/as Bottcher, went from Berlin to Dref-

den, and gave the king of Poland the fecret for a

kind of porcellane, which furpaffes that of China,

both for the elegance of the figures, and the finenefs

of the diapering.

Our commerce was not yet fet on foot ; the go-

vernment checked it, by following principles diredt-

ly oppofite to its progrefs. But we mufi: not con-

clude, from thence; that the nation wanted a genius

^) Q for
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for trade. The Venetians and the Genoefe were the

firft who applied themfelves to it ; the difcovery of

the compaft transferred it to the Portuguefe and Spa?

niards ; it fhifted afterwards to England and Hol-

land ; the French followed it the laft, but foon re-

fpovered by their diligence what they had negleded

through ignorance. If the inhabitants of Dantzick,

Hamburg, and Lubeck, as well as the Danes, and

the Swedes, enrich themfelves every day by naviga-

tion, why fhould not the PrulFians do the fame ? AlJ

men become quick-lighted when the road to fortune

is opened to them ^ but they muft be animated by

example, excited by emulation, and encouraged by

the fovereign. The French have been flow, and

"we are- fo at prefent ; perhaps our hour is not yet

come.

People were lefs attentive at that time to the in-

creafe of commerce, than to the redudlion of ufelef$

expences. Mournings had been formerly deftrudtive

to families. They ufed to give entertainments at

burials, and even the funeral pomp was expenfive.

All thofe cuftoms were abolifhed : neither houfes

nor chariots were hung with black, nor did they even

fo much as give black liveries 5 fp that ever fince that

time people have died cheap.

This military government Influenced the manners

of the inhabitants, and even regulated their fafliions.

The public aflefted to afliimea foure air ; through all

the Pruflian territories no one had above three yards

pf cloth in his coat, or lefs than two yards of a fword

hanging by his fide. The women ftiunned the com-

pany of men, and the men took their revenge of

them by drinking, fmoaking, and buflbonry. In

fliprt, our manners had no longer any refemblance

either
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either to thofe of our anceftors or ofour neighbours s

we were originals, and had the honour of being

wretchedly copied by fome of the petty princes of

Germany.

Towards the latter end of this reign, there hap-

pened to come to Berhn *, a man of an unlucky

turn of mind, of obfcure birth, but extremely cun-

ning. He was a kind of an adept, that made gold

for the fovereign at the expence of his fubjedls. His

artifices fucceeded for a while ; but as knavery is

generally difcovered one time or other, his legerde-

main was found out, and his wretched fclence re-

turned into the obfcurity from whence it came.

Such were the manners of Brandenburg under all

its different governments. The genius of the nati-

on lay concealed during a long feries of barbarous

ages : it raifed Its head from time to time; but foon

funk under the weight of ignorance and bad taftej

and when fome lucky circumftances feemed to favour

its progrefs, a war broke out, whofe unhappy con-

fequences deftroyed ' the ftate. We have feen this

ftate rife out of its afhes ; we have feen by what

new efforts the nation was civilized ; and if this

great fire has thrown out only a few fparkles, a fmall

matter is wanting to make it blaze. As feeds re-

quire a particular foil to fpread and unfold them-

felves ; in like manner, nations have need of a con-

currence of lucky circumftances to raife them out of
their lethargy, and to give them, as it were, a nev\r

life.

All governments have had a particular feries of

events to run through, before they have been able to

arrive at their higheft degree of perfedion. Mo-
narchies arrive at it by flower degrees than republics,

nor
* Eckcrt,



( i84 )

nor do they preferve it fo long ; and if It he true

that the moft perfefl form of government is that of

a kingdom; well adminiftred, it is no lefs true, that

repubhcs attain fooner to the end propofed by their

jnftitution, and preferve themfelves in it longer, be-

caufe good kings are fubjedl to death, but wife laws

are immortal.

Sparta and Rome, cities defigned for military at-

chievements, produced, one the invincible phalanx,

and the other thofe legions which fubdued half the

known world. Sparta gave birth to the moft famous

generals, and Rome became a nurfery of heroes.

Athens, having had more pacific laws from Solon,

V/SLS the feminary of arts. To what a degree of

perfeftion did not her poets, orators, and hiftorians

arrive ? This afylum of the fciences was preferved

till the intire ruin of Attica. The foundation of

the ' republics of Carthage, Venice, and Holland,

was conneded with commerce ; this they conftantly

purfued and maintained, as the principle of their

grandeur, and the fupport of their ftate.

Let us continue this enquiry a little longer. To
touch the fundamental laws of the republic, is in-

tirely fubverting them, becaule the wifdom of the

legillators has formed a whole, v/ith which the diffe-

rent parts of the government are eflentlally connec-

ted To rejcift fome, is deftroying the reft, by a

concatenation of confequences which unites them to-

gether, and forms a regular and compleat fyftem.

In monarchies, the fqrm of government has no

other bafis than the abfolute will of a fovereign

:

the laws, the army, trade, induftry, and every other

part of the ftate, arefubje<5i: to the caprice of a fingle

man, whofe fucceftbrs hardly ever refemble each o-

ther. Hence it generally follows, that at the accef-

fion
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Hon of a new prirce, the ftate Is governed by new
principles ; and this is what hurts this form of go-

vernment. There is a proportion between the end

propofed by republics, and the means theyufe to at-

tain it, which is the reafon that they hardly ever

mifs it. In monarchies, a lazy prince fucceeds an

ambitious one ; after him com.es a bigot ; after him

a warrior ; after him a fcholar ; after him an epicure

or a debauchee : and while this moveable ftage of

fortune exhibits incelTantly new fcenes, the genius of

the nation, diverted by a variety of objedls, has not

time to fix itfelf. It Is necelTary, therefore, in mo-
narchies, that thofe Inftitutlons which are to bid de-

fiance to the viciflitude of time, fhould be fo deeply

rooted as to be incapable of being deflroyed, without

fhaking, at the fame time, the foundation of the

throne.

But frailty and Indablllty are infeparably connec-

ted with the works of man. The revolutions of

monarchies and republics have their origin In the

immutable laws of nature. It is necelTary that the

human paflions (hould ferve as fprings for the conti-

nual fhifting of new decorations, which the audaci-

ous fury of fome carries off, and the weaknefs oi

others Is Incapable of defending ; that unbridled

ambition fhould fubvert republics, and that artifice

fhould triumph fometimes over fimplicity. Were
it not for thofe great fhocks we are fpeaking of, the

univerfe would continue always the fame, and there ,

would be no equality in the fate of nations. Some

would be always civllizied and happy, and others al-

ways barbarous and unfortunate.

We have feen monarchies rife and fall, and peo-

ple once rude and unpolifhed, become civilized, and

a model to other nations. May we not conclude,

that



( i86 )

that thefe nations have a revolution fimilar to that

of the planets, which, in the opinion of fome aftro-

nomers, after having, in ten thoufand years, run thro*

the whole fpace of the heavens, find themfeives, at

length, at the very place from whence they fet out ?

Our bright days will therefore come, like thofe of

other nations ; and our expectations are fo much

the better grounded, as we have paid tribute to bar-

barifm fome ages longer than the people of the

fouth.

Thefe precious ages are eafily known by the num-

ber of great men in every branch, who flourifh all

at the fame time. Happy thofe princes who come

into the world under fuch favourable conjundures I

Virtues, abilities, and genius impel them, by the

fame law of motion, to the nobleft undertakings.

DISSERTATION II.

Of the ahtient anh modern government of* the

country of Brandenburg^

E F O R E the country of Brandenburg was con-

verted to Chriftianity, it was governed by

Druids, as was formerly all Germany. Under the

Vandals, the Teutons, and the Suevi, their princes

were generals appointed by the nation, and were

called Furften, which llgnifies commanders or lead-

ers. The emperors, who fubdued thofe barbarians,

cftablifhed governors over the frontiers, who were

named Margraves, to curb this warlike nation, ex-

tremely jealous of her liberty. There are fo fev/

records remaining of thefe diftant ages, that, to avoid

mixing



,( »87 )

jfiixlng fables with hiflory, we fhall confine ourfelves

to the government of the elecfiorate, under the prin-

ces of the houfe of Hohenzcllern.

In the year 1412, when the Burgraves of Norim-

berg were firfl: eftablifhed in the Marck, the nobility,

^ho were become refty and intradable under the

late regencies, refufed to yield them homage. As

they were fiipported in their independence by the

dukes of Pomerania, they grew formidable to their

fovereign : the great families were poweriul ; they

armed their fubjeds, and waged war with each other,

robbing travellers even en the highways. Their

places of retreat were ftrong cafties, furrounded with

deep ditches. Thus, thefe petty tyrants having di-

vided the authority amongft them, ravaged the open

country with impunity ; and as there was no go-

vernment that could enforce the execution of its

laws, an univerfal diforder prevailed, and the in-

habitants were reduced to the utmoll mifery. The
great families that arofe in this ftate of anarchy,

were thofe of Kittow, Putlitz, Bredow, Holtzen-

dorfF, Uchtenhagen, Torgow, ^-^rnim, Rochow,

and the lords of Hohenftein : it is with thele that

the eleflor Frederick I. had to deal.

Notwithftanding they were fubdued by this prince,

yet they continued ftill mafters of the government :

they granted the fupplies, regulated the impofts, fix-

ed the number of troops, which were never raifed

but in cafe of neceility, and were paid by them ;

they were confiihed alfo upon the meafures proper to

be taken for the defence of the country ; and it was

by their advice that the laws were adminiftered.

Hiftory furnifhes us with more than one inftance

of the power of the dates. The eleftor Albert the

Achilles ov;ed a hundred thoufand florins t, and, to

i In 1472.



( iS3 )

get clear of the debt, he defired the flates to charge

themfelves with the payment of the money. They
confented, and laid an excife on beer, which they

granted only for {evGn years : they raifed it after-

wards, and from thence comes what is called the

LandfchafFt, or the public bank.

Under the eledor Joachim I. *, the flates laid a,

duty on mills, farms, and fheep-folds, in order to

keep two hundred horfe in pay, whom this prince

fent to aflift the emperor againfi: the infidels.

In the eledor Joachim II. 's time, the credit of

the ftates was fo great, that they redeemed fome

bailiwicks, upon which that prince had borrowed

money, on condition that neither he nor his fuccef-

fbrs fhould ever after mortgage or fell them. He
confultedthem upon ail occalions, and promifed not

to undertake any thing without their confent. They
even entered into a correipondence with Charles V,
and gave him to underftand, that they did not ap-

prove the eledor fliould go to the diet ; and accor-

dingly he did not undertake the journey.

John Sigifmund, and George William ^, confult-

ed the flates in regard to the fucceffion of Juliers

and Berg. They nominated four deputies, who fol-

lowed the court, as well to affift as council, as to

be employed in negotiations, and for fuch other pur-

pofes as circumflances might point out, in the fervice

of thofe princes.

George William confuked the flates for the lafl

time f, to know whether they approved that he fhould

enter into an alliance with the Swedes, by putting

them in pofTeflion of his flrong holds ; or whether

he fhould fide with the emperor. From that time

Schwartzenberg got fuch a powerful afcendent ovej?

this

*In i;3o. •[ In 1628, f Ini^ai,
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this weak prince, that he abforbed the whole autho-

rity of the fovereign and of the dates, and levied

.taxes by his own authority. Thus the ftates had

no more left them of that pov/er which they had

never abufed, than the merit of a blind fubmiflion

to the orders of the court.

The electors had no other council than the ftates

till the reign of Joachim Frederick. This prince e-

^ftablifhed a council, compofed of a minifter, for the

adminiftration of jullice, another for the manage-

ment of the revenue, another for the affairs of the

empire, and another who was mar/hal of the court

;

over all which prellded a ftadthoider. From this

^council all deciUons were ilTued out in the laft re-

fort, all orders civil and military, all regulations

concerning the police ; and it was they that drew

up inftrudions for the minifters employed in foreign

courts.

When the eledlor happened to be obliged, either

by a journey or by war, to leave his dominions,

this council exercifed the funflions of the fovereign-

ty : they gave audience to foreign minifters; and

had the fame power, in fhort, as that which a re-

gency is polTefled of, during the minority of a

prince.

The power of the prime minifter, and of the

council v/as almoft boundlefs ; count Schwartzen-

berg, in particular, had increafed his authority un-

der George William to fuch a degree, that it feemed

equal to that of the mayors of the palace under the

French kings of the iirft race. But the enormous

abufe he made of it, gave the elector Frederick Wil-

liam a diflike to all prime miriifters. We find, by

the regulations made by this prince *, that each of

the great officers had his different department, and

that
* In i6$i,
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that in every province there were two counfellors t» f

regulate the affairs belonging to that dlflricl.

Frederick William, in the beginning of his reign,

refided at Konigsberg in Pruflia : he took care to

provide the council whom he left at Berlin, with am-

ple inftrudlons relating to the circumftances of that

time. The troops received their orders from the

oldeft generals who happened to be in the province
;

and the governors of fortified towns received them

direfliy from himfelf.

.Upon the death of the chancellor Gortz, this dig-

nity was fupprefled, and baron Schwerin was made
iirft prefident of the council. The departments were

divided, fo that whatever related to the adminiflra-

tion of the laws, was carried to the council of ju-

(tice, who had a prefident at their head ; the jurif-

didion of the officers of the court depended on the

governor of the caflle : the revenue was admini-»

ftred by the chamber of the Domains,which was fub-

divided into feveral offices, of which baron Mein-

ders, and after him the fieur de Jena, had the gene-

ral diredion.

The ecclefia (Ileal affairs were direfted by a con-

fiflory, compofed partly of priefts, and partly of

laymen : befides the above-mentioned colleges, the

chancery of the fiefs determined all ^eudal affairs.

Things continued almofl in this footing during the

reign of Frederick I. X>
^'^^^ '^i^ difference^ that he

let himfelf be governed intirely by his minifters.

Danckelman, who had been his preceptor, became ma-
fler of the ftate : upon the difgrace of that minifter,

count Wartenberg had the very fame influence over

his fovereign ; and Kamke would, in the like man-

ner,

t After i6a«,
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iier.have fucceeded the great chamberLilnJf the king's

death had not put an end to his growing power.

Frederick William II. *, changed the whole form

of the ftate and government : he limited the power

of the minifters ; and they, who had been mafters of

his father, became his fervants.

The direction of foreign affairs was committed to

the fieurs d'llgen andKniphaufen; thefe minifters con-

ferred with the envoys,and held acorrefpondencewith

the PrufTian minifters in thcdiiFerent courts of Eu-

rope ; but they were particularly entrufted with the

affairs relating to the empire, to the boundaries of

the ftate, and the rights and privileges of the elec-

toral family. The fieur Cocceius, minifter of ftate,

had the general diredion of the adminiftration of

juftice, and a6led as chancellor : under him the jSeur

d'Arnim had the department of appeals, and of the

civil juftice of Pruffia and Ravensberg ; and the fieur

de Katfch was placed at the head of the criminal ju-

rifdidion.

The fieur de Printz, great marfhal of the court,

was made prefident of the fuperior confiftory, and

entrufted with the infpedion of the univerfities, cha-

ritable foundations, canonries, aud the affairs of the

Jews.

The revenue was the part of the government

"which had been moft neglected ; for which reafon the

king made feveral regulations^ and eftablifhed the

great diredory in 1724. This college is divided

into four departments, and at the head of each is a

minifter of flate. Pruflia, Pomerania, and the

New Marck, with the poft-ofnce, conftituted the firft

department, which was given to the fieur de Grum-

1j,ow : the ekclorate of Brandenburg, the dutchy of

Magdeburg^

• Afur 17x3,
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Magdeburg, the county of Rupin, and the place of
fecretary at war, formed the fecond department,

which was given to the fieur de Kraut : the terri-

tories on the Rhine and the. Wefer,with the falt-pits,

made the third divifion, which was given to the lieur

de Gorne ; and the fourth had the direction of the

principality of Halberiladt, the county of Mansfeldt,

the manufadlures, the ftamp-oflice, and the mint;

this fell to the lieur de Vireck.

The king united the fecretaryfliip at war with the

commifFion of the revenues. Formerly thefe colleges

employed forty advocates, for the profecution of

the feveral fuits that arofe in thofe courts, at the

fame time that they negle6led the bulinefs for which

they were defigned ; but after their re-union, they

employed their time intirely in the fervice of the

flate.

Under thefe principal departments, the king eda-

bliihed, in each province, a court of juitice, and

another of the exchequer, fubordinate to the mini-

fters. The niiniflers for foreign affairs, as well as

thofe appointed for the adminiftration of juftice and

of the revenue, made their reports every day to the

king, who pronounced final judgment on the feveral

matters laid before him. Duriirg his whole reign

there was not the lead decree which was not figned

"with his own hand, nor the leaf! inflru6lion of which

hehimfelf was not the author.

He declared all the fiefs allodial, on condition of

a certain yearly rent, which the |?roprietors paid to

the ftate. He laid out four millions five hundred

thoufand crowns in the re-eftablifhment of Lithuania ;

fix millions in rebuilding feveral towns in his own
dominions; in improving the city of Berlin, and

founding
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founding the town of Potzdam ; befides pnrchafin^

lands to the value of five millions, which he incor-

porated with his own domains.

In a word, it was Frederick William that gave an-

advantageous form to the ftate, and fettled the go-

vernment upon the principles of prudence and wifdom.

DISSERTATION III.

Offuperftltlon and religion.

Divide this piece, concerning fuperftition and re^-

ligion, into three parts ; and, for the fake oi

perfpicuity and order, I (hall reprefent religion under

•paganifm, popery, and the reformation.

ARTICLE I. Offdlgion under 'Paganifm,

Brandenburg followed the worfhip of the different

people who inhabited this country. The Teutons,

its moft antient inhabitants, adored a god called Tu-
ifto. Csefar fays, that this is the ^is pater ingen-

•deredby the earth, and that he had a fon calledman.

The worfhip paid by the Germans to their gods,

was proportioned to their favage rudenefs and iim-

plicity. They aflembled in the facred woods, fung

hymns in honour of their idols, and facrificed even

human vidlims to them.

Every province had its particular god; the

Vandals had one called Triglaff. There was one
alfo found at Harlungerberg, in the neighbour-

feood of Brandenburg, which had three heads,

O to
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to fignlfy f , that he reigned In heaven, upon eart^^

and in beil ; in all probability this was the pagan

trinity. Tacitus relates, that the Germans had a

certain number of white horfes, which they believed

to be initiated into the myfteries of their gods ; and

that they kept a black horfe for the goddefs Trigla,

which paflTed for the interpreter of her will. Thele

people paid worlhip alfo to ferpents, and inflidled ca-

pital punifiiments on thole who killed them *.

In the fifth century the Vandals abandoned their

own country, and over-run France, Spain, and even

Africa J. The Saxons, who were coming back from

England, made a defcent at the mouth, of the Elbe,

and took polfefEon ofall that countrywhich lyes between

the Elbe, the Spree, and the Oder, which the natives

had abandoned. Their gods and their religion became

thofe of Brandenburg. The chief of their idols

%vas called Irmanfaul, which (ignifies, the pillar of

Irman. The learned etymologilh of Germany have

taken care to derive the v/ord Irman from Hermes,

which is the fame as the Mercury of the Greeks.

Thofe who are verfed in German literature, all

knov/, that it is a general fancy among the learned of

this nation, to find out relations between the deities

of Germany, and thofe of the Egyptians, Greeks,

and Romans. It is an unhappy, but certain truth,

that error and fuperftition are the portion of huma-

nity. All nations have had the fame inclination ta

idolatry, and as they have all been adtuated by very

near the fame paflions, the effeds have anfwered ac-

cordingly. Fear gave birth to credulity, and felf-

love foon made heaven concern itfelf in tl»e fate of

mankind. Hence arofe all th'ofe different forms of

worlhip,

t Valentla Elchftadt.
* Alaus Arentzir.

\ Orofius and Gregory of Tours^
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\7oriliIp, which; properly fpeakhig, were no more

than fubmiillons modified in a hundred extravagant

forms, to appeafe the wrath of heaven, whofe re-

fentment they dreaded. Human reafon, altered and

debafed by the apprehenfion of an infinite variety of

evils, knew not whom to fly to for flielter. And,

as people who are fick try every kind of medicine,

however filly and ridiculous, in hopes to find a cure

at laft ; fo mankind, in their blindnefs, fuppofed a

divine eflence, and a falutary virtue in the various

objeds of nature, from the highefl: to the loweft.

Every thing was adorecf; incenfe was offered to

mulhrcoms, altars were ereded to crocodiles ; tem-

ples were built, and priefts appointed for the worfhip

of ftatues nude in honour of thofe great men who
were the earlieft governors of nations ; and when-

ever a country laboured under any general afflidtion,

the fuperftition was doubled. The learned of Ger-

many have reafon to fay, in this fenfe, that fuperfti-

on is the fame in all countries : though it be, in ge-

neral, a confequence of credulity, yet it fliews itfelf

under different forms, which are infinitely varied

and proportioned to the genius of nations. I can

hardly think, that the ingenious fables of the Greeks,

that their deities, Minerva, Venus, and Apollo, were

known in this country at the time of Paganifm. But

our profound etymologifts are not puzzled with

fuch a trifle ; they think to ennoble their mytholo-

gy, by giving Greek or Roman originals to their

gods ; as if the name of thofe people was capable

of rendering idolatry more venerable, or the extra-

vagance of the Greeks was preferable to that of the

Germans.

Irmanfaul was not the only god of the Saxons.

O 2 The
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The following inrcrlption was found under otte of
their idols : / ivaS once duke of the Saxons y but

now I am become a ood. An^relus maintains, that

they worfhipped the fun under the form of a radiant

head, and that this idol gave its name to the town of

Sonnenburg, where it was ereded. The fame au-

thor pretends, that they adored Venus, reprefented

half naked, with the left nipple pierced by an arrow,

and furrounded by three graces, of a fmaller fizc

than herfelf : thofe people called her Magda ; that

is, maid ; and Angelus afiirms, that fhe gave her

'name to Magdeburg, where flie had her altars *.

The ruins of her temple were (till to be feen in this

city, before it. was facked by Tilly. But what ap-

pears mod remarkable in the worlhip paid by the

Saxons to this deity, were the games which they

celebrated in honour of her. Thefe confifted of

tournaments given by the young people of neighbour-

ing villages. They depofited a fum df money in

the hands of the judges, for a portion to a young

woman, who was to be given in marriage to the per-

fon who v/on her at the tilting. The annals of

Magdeburg make m-ention, that thefe games were

ftill fubfifting, as the reliques of paganifra, in the years

1279, ^"^ ^3^7-

Luxury was introduced into religion upon the in-

ereafe of riches. Formerly the people thought it

improper to place their gods in temples built by hu-

man hands, for which reafon they worfliipped them

in facred groves ; but, in proportion as they grew

civilized, their gods came to live in towns Jr And
yet

* Annals of MaoJcLur^.

\ Linderbrock.
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vet tfe antlent cuflom was not intirelv abollflied ;

for we find, that Charlemain forbad the Saxons to

f/orftiip oaks, or to water them with the blood of

vi(n:ims.

The priefts * of thofe days were more, artful and

cunning than the common people. Befides their

priefthoodjthey had three other forts of quacks-tricks;

they invented oracles, and they dabbled in aftrology

and phyfic. So much craft was more than fufficient

toimpofe upon the ignorant vulgar. Hence it was

very difficult to extirpate a religion fupported by fach

a multitude of fuperftitions. All Germany was ftill

attached to the worlhip of idols, when Charlemain,

and after him Henry the Fowler, undertook to con-

vert thefe people. After feveral ufelef? efforts, they

fucceeded only by drowning idolatry in torrents of

human blood,

ARTICLE 11. Converjton of the people U
Chrijjiamtyy and thefiate of the catholic reli-

gion in Brandenburg. ,

It is a follv common to alll nations, to illuftrate

the nobility of their laws^ cuRoms, and religi-

on, by the antiquity of their original. The Ger-

mans, not content with dealing their gods from the

Greeks, pretended alfo to have received Chriflianity

as early as any other nation in Europe. They have

found in St Jerome foftie paiTage or another, which

fays, as Staphonius and Smitius pretend, that the

apoftle Thomas came to preach the gofpel in the

north of Germany. If he preached any thing, it was

O 3 m-

^ Frcinfhem'us and Schmidt,
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incredulity; for they continned pagans a long time

after.

Let people fay what they will, there is not the

leaft vcftige of Chriftianity to be found in Branden-

burg before the time of Charleraain *. This em-

peror, after feveral victories obtained over the Saxons

and Brandenburghers, came and pitched his camp at

Wormerftedt f, in the neighbourhood of Magde-

burg, and granted peace to thofe provinces which he

had fubdued, upon condition that they would con-

fent to Chriftianity,

The impoffibility of withftanding fo formidable an

eiiemy, and the fear of menaces, induced thefe people

to fubmit to baptifm, which they received in the em-

peror's camp ; but, as foon as the danger was over,

and the emperor was removed to fome diftance from

the neighbourhood, together with his army, they all

returned again to their old ftate of idolatry.

The emperor, Henry the Fowler, triumphed after*

wards in 928, like Charlemafn, over the inhabitants

of the boinks of the Elbe and the Oder ; and, after

a vail deal of bloodfhed, thoie people were fubdued

and converted. The Ghriftians, out of their great

seal, demolilhed the pagan idols, infomuch, that there

are fcarce any remains of them now extant; the

empty niches of thofe idols were filled with faints of

every kind, and new errors fucceeded to thofe of an-

tiquity.

That age which Leo X. made for ever memorable

in Italy, by reviving the polite arts and fciences,

which had been a long time buried in ignorance and

depravation of tafte ; that age, I {ay^ was not fo

favourable

* Tn the eighth century,

f lieDry Meibomius,
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favourable to the nations on this fide of the Alps*

Germany was ftill in the darkeft ignorance, and

groaned under a barbarous kind of a government.

There was neither morality nor learning ; and hu-

man reafon,- deprived of the light of philofophy, was

buried in its (tupidity. The converters, and the ne^^

profelytes, being in the fame fituation in regard to

thofe articles, had no reproach to make to each o-

thcr.

* Towards the year 946, the emperor Otho found"

ed the biftiopric of Havelberg, and, not long after,

that of f Brandenburg. He thought, very likely,

to raife, by this means, a kind of dike againft the

inundation of idolatry, to which thofe people were

prone ; in the fame manner as princes built citadels,

in towns newly conquered, to check the infoience

and mutinous difpofition of the inhabitants.

Brandenburgh being, at length, converted to Chri-

ftianity, fell into the very excefs of falfe zeal : it

made itfelf tributary, at the fame time, to the pope,

to the emperor, and to the margrave, its governor.

The people foon repented their folly, and regretted

thofe idols which were vifible objefts of worfhip, and

lefs burdenfome to them than the yearly tributes

which they paid to the pope, whom they never faw.

The love of liberty, the force of inveterate preju-

dices, and the profpe6l of their own intereft, led

them back to their falfe gods, Miftevoyus, king of

the Vandals, put himfelf at the head of the pagan

party, and reftored the antient worfhip, after driving

the margrave Thierry out of Brandenburg. It was

by force of arms that Ghriftianity was re-eftablifhed

for the third time in this conntry. Then it was that

04 the

' Angelas. f 9^©,



C 2.00 )'

the catholic religion appeared in full triumph, with-

out any manner of conftraint, and was followed by

a long train of fcandalous excelTcs. The bifhops

were ignorant, cruel, and ambitious, j and, inftead

of preaching peace by their example, they delighted
"

in war ; for they bore arms in perfon againft the mar-

graves, and their other neighbours, plundering and

ravaging the country, committing the greatcil of vio-

lences, afting even the part of incendiaries, and ar-

rogating to themfelves (notwithftanding a life thus

fuilied with crimes) an abfoiute pov/er over the con-

fciences of the people.

So common were thofe diforders, that hiftory a-

bounds with examples of them ; but I fhall relate

only two*. In 1278, Gunter, archbifhop of Bran-

denburg, v/aged war againft the eledlor Otho, fur-

named Sagittarius, took him prifoner, and obliged

him to pay the fimi of 7000 Siver marks for his ran-

fom. In ^391, the archbiihop Albert, who went

always armed,reized on the perfon of the lord of Bre-

dpw, who was governor-general of the Marck, took

the town of Rathenaw, and made Incurfions along

the Havel, with a firebrand in one hand, and a fword

in the other, fpreading terror and defolation where-

ever he approached.

The grofs ignorance into which thofe people were

funk in the 1 3 th century, was a foil in which fuper-

{lition mud neceflarily thrive. In fac^, there was

no want of miracles, nor of any other kind of tricks

capable of eflablilhing the authority of the priefts.

LockcJius very gravely relates, that prince Otho

having been excommunicated by Luitpold, archbi-

fliop of Brandenburg, on fomc frivolous account,

he'

* J.ccktlius,
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he laughed at the ecclefiaftic cenfures ; but that he

was greatly furpriled when he found that his dogs,

though almofl flarved with hunger, would eat no

viduaJsthat came from his table; which brought him

to his right way of thinking. Thefe dogs were,

doubtlefs, very good catholics j but unluckily the

breed is loft.

At that time the miraculous images of the virgin

Mary, and of the other faints, as well as their nu-

merous reliques, had a very extraordinary virtue *.

Among the reft the blood of Belitz was vaftly in

vogue. The ftory h this. A woman of that town,

who kept a public houfe, ftole a confecrated hoft, and

'

buried it under a barrel in her cellar, hoping, by

this means, to have better cuftom for her beer. But

being touched with remorfe (for publicans have a,

very tender confcience) ftie owned her crime in pu-

blic to the curate, who came in proceffion, with all

his pontifical train, to dig up the hoft. In thruft-

ing the ftiovel into the ground, they faw fome blood

gufli out, and every body immediately cried out, A
miracle. The impofture was too palpable ; for it

was known, that this was fome of the blood of an

ox> which had been Ipilt there by the woman of the

houfe. Thefe miracles made a great impreflion upon

the minds of the people ; but this would not fatif-

fy the clergy f . The court of Rome being ever

more attentive to extend her dominion under the

colour of religion, negleded no method that could be

conducive to that end. In the 13th century moft

of the religious orders v/ere founded. The pope

ertabliflied as many as he could of them in Germany,

and particularly in the country of Brandeuburg, un-

* Annals of Srandenburg.^ f In 1273.
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der the pretence of fixing, by this means, the minds

of the people in the profelHon of Ghriftlanity. The
hypochoridriac, the lazy, and all thofe who had in-

curred fhame or difgrace in the world^ retired into

thofe facred afylums, where they robbed the (late of

Its fubjeds, by banifhing themfelves from fociety,

and by renouncing the benedidion which God gave

to our firfl: parents. Thus they became a burden

to the public, living only upon alms, or making un-

lawful acquiiltions. And though thefe inftitutions

were contary to the laws of fociety and good poli-

cy, yet the pope eftablifhed them over all Europe :

and thus, without oppofition, he raifed a powerful

army of priefts, at the expence of the feveral princes,

and kept large garifons in countries over which he

had no fovereignty. But in thofe days the people

were brutifli^ the princes weak, and the priefts rode

in triumph.

When Chriftianity was well eftabliOied, it pro-

duced fanatics of every kind * The country of

Brandenburg was affli(n:ed with the plague in i 35i>

and this was fufficient to make fuperflition fly into its

highefl: extravagance. To appeafe the divine wrath,

fome Jews were baptised by force, and others were

burnt
J

public proceffions were ordained ; vows

were made to miraculous images ; and the imaginati-

on grown warm by £0 many foolifh and whimfical

inventions, produced the order of the flagellants.

Thefe were melancholy Chriftians, 'who fcourged

themfelves with rods of wire in public proceflions.

But the pope himfelf was (hocked at thefe horrid

macerations, and condemned the order, together

with its abufes.

The

* Cramer, Baronius, Lockclins.



( 203 )

The public devotions took afterwards a milder

turn. Pope John XXII. eftablifhed offices of indul-

gencics in the country of Brandenburgh ; the Au-
ii'm friars traded in this commodity, and fent the

money they raifed by it to Rome. Miracles were at

length grown fo common *, that, by the teftimony

of fbme authors, a fhower of red and white croUes

is faid to have fallen upon the people that pafled a-

long the ftreets in the year 1500. Someofthofe
crofles were found in loaves of bread, which was

looked upon as the forerunner of a general cala-

mity.

At this very time, when the priefts impofed fo

grofly on the credulity of mankind ; when they made
ufe of religion only as a means to enrich themfelves ;

when the clergy, in general, led the moft fcandalous

lives, a fimple friar undertook to reform fo many a-

bufes. By his example he reftored mankind to the

ufe of their reafon, which they had been deprived of

for fo many ages ; and the human underftanding,

encouraged by the recovery of its liberty, fpread its

inquiries on every fide.

ARTICLE

*' Lcekeli'js, annals of Brandcnbnrg.



A R T I C L S: III. Of religion under the refoi'^f

mation,

I fhall not confider the reformation as a divine or

a hiftorian ; the tenets of this religion, nnd the

events which it gave rife tO; are fo well known, that

there is no need to repeat them. So great, and lb

extraordinary a revolution, which changed alraoft

the whole fyilem of Europe, deferves to be examined

in a philosophical light.

The catholic religion, which had been raifed on

the ruins of that of the Jews, and of the Pagans,

had now fublifted during the fpace of fifteen centu-

ries : Ihe had been humble and mild under pei^fecuti*

ons ; but, grown fierce after her eflablifhrnent, (he

was for perfecuting in her turn. All Chriflendom

was fubjed to the pope, who was reckoned infalli-

ble, by which means his power was more extended

than that of the mod abfolute monarch. A pitiful

friar undertook to oppofe a power fo well eflabliflied,

and, of a fudden, one half of Europe lliook off

the papal yoke.

As the feveral caufes, which produced this great

revolution, had^ fubfiiled long before it happened,

they. prepared the minds of the people for fo impor-

tant an event- The Chriftian religion was degene-

rated to fuch a degree, that the very charaders of its

inftitution were no longer difcernible. Nothing

could excel the original fandity of its dov^lrine;

but it was foon perverted by the natural bias of

mankind to corruption. Thus the purcR fosarces of

good
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jK>bd became the caufe of all manner of mlfchief.

This religion, which preached humility, charity,

and patience, was eftablifhed by fire and fword. The
priefts, who ought to have been examples of pover-

ty and fandity, led the mod fcandalous lives : they

acquired immenfe riches, which puffed them up with

pride ; and fome of them were become powerful

princes. The pope, who originally was fubjed: to

the emperors, alTumed to himfelf the power of mia-

king and depofing them ; he thundered out his

excommunications, laid whole kingdoms under in-

terdids, and carried things to fo enormous an ex-

cefs, that the world was obliged to cry out for a

reformation.

Religion changed, together with the manners of

the people ; every age it lofl: fomething of its natu-

ral fimplicity ; and, by too much paint, its features

were no longer diftinguifhable. All that was fuper-

added to it was the invention of men ; and, lik^

them, was doomed to perifli. At the council of
* Niece, the divinity | of the Son was declared e-

qual to that of the Father; and, by joining the hor^*^

iy Ghoft to thofe two perfons, they made the Trinity.

Priefts were forbidden to marry, by the canons of

the council o^ Toledo f ; but they did not comply

with this inftitution till the i 3th century. Purgato-

xy was invented in the 6th century ; and the council

of Trent made it an article of faith. The worlhip

•f images was eftabliflied by the fecond council of

Niece,

* In the year 32 r.

:j: Origen and St Juftin were not of this opinloa. The latter'

fays, in his dialogue, p. 3 16. that the Son is not near fo great as

•fche Father,

t field iu the year 490.
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Niece 5> and tranfubftantlatlon by the council of

Trent * *. The fchoolmen maintained the infiilli-

bility of the pope, fince the quarrel between the

bifhops of Rome and Conftantinople. Some melan-

choly men founded religious orders, and confined to

idle fpeculation a life, which flioold be fpent in adi-

on for the good of fociety. Convents were multi-

plied without number, and a great number of man-

kind were buried and fequeftrated from fociety. In

line, all manner of tricks were invented to impofe

upon the credulity of the vulgar ; and forged mi-

racles were become almofl a common thing.

And yet religion was not to expeft a reformation

by changes arifing from fpeculative confiderations.

Among thofe who think, the generality turn all their

fagacity and penetration on the fide of intereft and

ambition ; there are very few that combine abftradt

ideas, and much lefs who refleft deeply on tho{e im-

portant matters ; and the common people, the mod
refpedable, moH: numerous, and moft unfortunate

part of fociety, follow the impreffions which they

receive from their leaders.

This was not the cafe in refpe(5l to the tyrannical

power which the clergy exercifed over the confcien-

ces of the people ; the priefts ftrippcd them of their

liberty and property.

This flavery, which every day grew heavier, had

already occafioned great complaints. Themoft dull,

as well as the moft ingenious, if they have but fen-

fibility, feel an injury done them. All aim alike at

their own welfare, and if they fulfer for a while,

their patience will be tired oqt at M. Thus the

oppreflio%

^ Held In 781.
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©ppreflion, wnder which fo many nations groanedf,

would have inevitably produced a reformation, even

if the Roman clergy themfelves, torn by inteftine di-

vifions, had not given the fignal of liberty, by fet-

ting up the flahdard of revolt againft the pope. The

_
Vaudois, the Wicklefites, and the Hullites, had al-

ready attempted toftir ; but Luther and Calvin, who
had equal boldnefs with the former^ and were born

under more favourable conjundures, gave, at length,

the finifliing ftroke to this great work.

The Auftin friars were in polTefTion of the trade

cf indulgencies ; but the pope gave the commiflion,

this tirne, to the Dominicans, which occafioned a

furious quarrel between the tv/o orders. The Auftin

friars exclaimed againft the pope ; and Luther, who
was of their order, attacked, with great vigour, the

abufes of the church. He boldly tore off part of

the veil of fuperftition, and became the head of a

fed ; and, as his dodrine ftripped the bi(hops of

their benefices, and the monafteries of their riches,

princes followed this new reformer in crouds.

Religion then aftumed a new form, and drew near

to its antient fimplicity. This is not a place to ex-

amine, whether it would not have been better to have

left more pomp and external fhew, as it has a great-

er efie(5t upon the people, who are ftruck only by

fenfible objeias. It feems that a worfnip, intirely

fpiritual, and fo naked as that of the proteftants, is

nO' defigncd for dull heavy men,who are incapable of

riling by thought to the admiration of the fubiimeft

truths.

The reformation was pf fervice to the world, and

efpecially to the progrefs of the human underftand-

ing, Th« proteftants being obliged to reflefl upon

inatters
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.l?natters of faith, diveded themfelvesfuddenly of th'^

prejudices of education, and found themfeives at li-

berty to make ufe of their reafon, that guide which

is given to man to condud him, and which he ought

to follow, if ever, in the moft important concerns

of life. The catholics, finding themfeives vigorouf-

ly attacked, were obliged to defend themfeives. The

clergy began to (ludy, and emerged from that fliame-

ful ignorance^ in which they had been, almoft, all

buried.

If there Was but one religion in the world, it

would be proud and defpotic ; the prieils would be

.fo many tyrants, who, while they exercifed their fe-

verity towards the people, would fhew indulgence

only to their own crimes. Faith, ambition, ^and

policy would enllave the univerfe. Now, that there

are a great many feds, none of them can deviate,

without having reafon to repent it, from the rules

of moderation. The example of the reformation is

a bridle which hinders the pope from giving loofe to

his ambition ; and he has reafon to apprehend the

defertion o[ his members if he abufes his power.

Thus he is very fparing of his excommunications,

fince, by a ftep of that kind, he loil Henry VIII.

and the kingdom of England. The catholic and

proteftant clergy, who watch one another with an

cquar inclination to criticife, are both obliged to

obferve, at leaft, an external decorum. Thus there

is an exadt balance between them. Happy, if the

fpirit of party, fanaticifra, and folly, never hurry

them again into.thofe barbarous wars, which fliould

be eternally odious to all branches of Chriftianity !

Confidering religion merely in a political light, it

feeiBS that proteftantifm is better adapted both for

republics
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ifepublics and monarchies. It agrees better with that

fpirit of liberty which is efTential to the former. For

in a government that (lands in need of merchants,

labourers, tiradefmen, foldiers, and, in (hdrt, of a

great multitude of fubjeds for its fupport, it is cer-

tain, that people who make a vow againft the propa-

gation of the human fpecies, are pernicious to the

ftate.

In monarchies, the proteftant religion depends on
no foreign power, but is intirely fubjedt to the go-*

Vernment ; whereas, the catholic religion eftablifhes

a fpiritual jurifdidioil, unlimited in its power, and

fruitful in plots and artifices in the prince's temporal

dominions. The priefts, who have the diredion of
confciences, and have no other fuperibr but the pope,

have a greater command over the people than the Co-

Vereign that governs them j and, by a peculiar ar-

tifice of confounding the interefts of religion witli

hum^n ambition, the popes have often been at va-

riance with princes on fubjedts that are no way fub-

jed to the jurifdidion of the church.

In the country of Brandenburg, and moft of the

provinces of Germany, the people were all impati-

ent under the yoke of the Roman clergy. This
Was too coftly a religion for fo poor a country'. Pur-

gatory, mafles for the living and the dead, jubilees,

firfl: fruits, indulgencies, venial and mortal lins, the

changing of penances into pecuniary fines, matri-

nionial caufes, vows and offerings, were (b many
impofts which the pope laid on credulity, and

brought him in as fure a revenue as Mexico does to

Spain. Thofe who paid them were exhaufted and

diffatisfied. There was no neccflity of ufing many
arguments to difpofe thofe people to receive the

P reformation

;
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reformaticrff : they complained of the tyranny of tht

clergy ; a man ftarted up who promifed to deliver

them from the oppreflion, and they all followed

him.

Joachini II. was the firll: elector who embraced the

Lutheran religion, which he learned of his mother,

who was a princefs of Denmark. For the new doc-

trine had m^de its way into Denmark before it was'

received in Brandenburg. His fubjeds foon follow-

ed his example, and all Brandenburg turned Prote«'

ftant. Matthew Jagovv, bifliop of Brandenburg, ad-

miniftred the facrament in both kinds in the convent-

of Black-friars. This convent became afterwards

the cathedral of Berlin. Joachim II. diftinguifhed

himfelf among the party, not only by the controver-

fial letters which he wrote to the king of Poland^

but moreover, by the eloquent fpeeches which he is

faid to have * made at the diet of Angfburg in fa-

vour of the Proteftants.

The reformation could not abolifli all the errors

of the antient religion; though it had opened the

eyes of the people with regard to an infinite number
of fuperfiitions, yet it retained a great many others j

fo inconceivable is the propenfity of the human mind
to error. Luther did not believe in purgatory, yet

he admitted apparitions and devils into his fyftem :

he even maintained, that Satan had appeared to him
at Wittemburg, and that he had exorcifed him, by
ilinging an inkhorn at his head. There was fcarce

any nation, at that time, but was full of thofe preju-

dices. The court, aiid much more fo the people,

were prepofTefTed with a notion of forcery, conjuring^

apparitions, and devils. In 1533, two old women

* Lockelius's annals of Brandenburo;.'
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l^alTed through the orcJeal of fire, to clear themfelves

of the charge of viichcraft. The court had its aftro-

loger : one of them foretold, at the birth of John
Sigifmund, that he would be a fortunate prince, be-

caufe, at that time, a new ftar was difcovered in the

conftellation of Caffiopeia. But the allrologer did

not foretel, that John Sigifmund would turn Calvin-

ift to pleafe the Dutch, whofe afTiftance was of great

fervice to him in afferting his rights to the duchy of

Cleves.

After Luther's fchifm had divided the church, the

popes and emperors ufed every kind of endeavour to

bring about a re union. The divines of boih pro-

feffions held conferences^ one while at Thorn, ano-

ther time at Augfburg. Religious fubje6ls were de-

bated in all the diets of the empire, and yet every

attempt proved fruitlefs. At length a bloody and

.cruel war broke out, which was extinguiflied and

renewed at different intervals. It was often kindled

by the ambition of the emperors, who wanted to

opprefs the liberty of the princes, and the confci-

ences of the people. But the jealoufy of France^

and the ambition of Guftavus Adolphus king of

Sweden, preferved Germany and religion from the

defpotic power of the houfe of Auftria.

During all thofe troubles, the electors of Branden-
burg behaved with the greateft prudence. They were
direded by the principles of lenity and moderation.

Frederick William having acquired catholic fubje<5ts

by the treaty of Weftphaha, did not perfecute them ;

he even gave leave lo fome Jewifh families to fettle

in his dominions, and permitted them to build fyna-

gogues.

Frederick I, fometimes fhut the catholic churches^

P 2 bv
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hy way of reprifal for the perfccutions which the Vt6^

teftants fuffered under the eledor Palatine ; but the

catholics were always re inftated in the free exercifc

of their religion The Galvinifts attempted to per-

fecute the Lutherans in the country of Brandenburg.

The king being inclined to favour the Galvinifts,

embraced this opportunity to eftablifh priefts of that

fedl in villages which had been always diredted by Lu-

therans. This plainly (hews, that religion does not

deftroy the paflions of mankind, and that priefts, of

whatever religion, are always ready to opprefs their

adverfaries, when they have power on their fide.

~ It is a ftiame to the human underftanding, that at

the beginning of fo learned an age as the XVIIIth,

all manner of fuperftitions were yet fubfifting. Men
of fenfe, as well as the vulgar, believed ftill in ap-

paritions. There was a kind of popular tradition^

that a ghoft dreffed in white appeared conftantly at

Berlin, whenever a prince of the family was near his

end. The late king ordered a fellow to be taken up

and punifhed, who had pretended to have feen an ap-

parition ; the ghofts, offended at fo bad a reception!^

appeared no more, and the public was difabufed.

In 1708, a woman, who had the misfortune of

being old, was burnt as a witch. Thefe barbarous

confequences of ignorance made a great impreffioii

Upon Thomafius, the learned profefTor of Halle ; he

cxpofed the weaknefs and ridicule of the proofs of

>vitchcraft ; he maintained public thefes on the natu-

ral cawfes of things, and declaimed fo loudly againf^

trials of this kind, that the judges were afhamed to

continue them any longer; and, fince his time, the

fex has been fuffered to grow old, and die in peace.

Of all the learned men that have adorned Germa-

ny,
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Ay, Leibnitz and Thomafius did the greateft fervice

to the human underftanding, by pointing out the

right road which reafon ought to purfue to come at

the truth. They oppofed prejudices of every kind,

and, in all their writings, appealed to analogy and

experience, the two crutches by the help of which

we drawl on in the road of argumentation ; and they

had a great number of difciples.

The Calvinifts became more pacific under the reign.

of Fredflbick-William, and religious quarrels ceafed.

The Lutherans improved this tranquillity to their

advantage. Francke, a minifter of their fedt, efta-

blifhed, by his own induftry, a college at Halle.

This was a nurfery for young divines, from whence

a fwarm of priefts iiTued forth, who formed a

fe<5l of rigid Lutherans, and who wanted nothing

but an Abbe Paris 's grave, and an Abbe Becherand,

to play gambols upon. Thefe are Proteftant Jan-

fenifts, who are diftinguiflied from the reft by their

myftical feverities. After them appeared all forts of

Quakers, Zinzindorfians, Hychilians, and other feifls,

one more ridiculous and extravagant than the Oiher,

who, by carrying * the principles of the primitive

church too far, fell into fome criminal abufes.

All thefe fed:s live here in peace, and contribute

alike to the profperity of the ftate ; for there is ne-

ver a religion that differs greatly from the reft, in

refped to morality. Hence they may be all alike to

the government, which, of courfe, leaves every man
at liberty to go to heaven which way he pleafes. All

that is required of rhem is to be peaceful and good

fubjeds,

P 3 Falfe

* The community of goods, and equality of conditions. It

is even faid that this community of goods is extended to women
in their aflembJies,
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"Falfe zeal Is a tyrant that depopulates provinces ;

toleration is a tender masher that makes them flou-

"riih.

D I SSERTATION IV.

On the reafons for the enaBing and repealing of

laws,

H O S O E V E R is defirous of acquiring ^

complete knowledge of the manner in which

laws ought to be enafted or repealed, can attam it

only by the ftudy of hiftory. There we find, that

4svery nation has had its particular laws ; that thefe

laws were eitabliflied by degrees ; and that it was

ibme time before mankind could eftabiilh any thing

upon a reafonable footing. There we find alfo, that

ihofe legiflators, whofe laws have fublifted longeft,

were f.xh as aimed only at the public good, and

were belt acquainted with the temper and difpofition

©f the people whofe government they fettled.

It is thefe confiderations that have induced us to

enter into a particular inquiry concerning the hidory

of laws, and the manner in which they were efla-

blifhed in mofc civilized countries.

It feems probable that the fathers of families were

the firft legiflators. The neceflity of ellabliihing

order in their own houfes, obliged them, without

doubt, to make domeftic laws. After ihofe early

ages, and when men began to unite in communities,

the
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,tbe laws of thofe particular jurifdidions were found

infuificient for a more numerous fociety.

The human heart, which feems to lofe its malice

in folitude, exerts every branch of it upon the great

ilage of the world. And if the mutual intercourfe

of mankind, by forting the mod: homogeneous cha-

rafters, furnifties the virtuous with good company,

it fupplies accomplices alfo to the wicked.

When diforders began to increafe in towns, and

new vices were feen to rife, fathers of families, as

moft interefted, agreed, for their own fecurity, to

endeavour to ftem the torrent Laws were therefore

publiflied, and magiftrates appointed to enforce them.

Such is the depravity of mankind, that, to live hap»

py, and in peace, there is a necefHty for having re-

courle to the powerful conftraint of laws !

The firft laws provided only againft great incon-

^veniencies : the civil laws regulated the worfhip of

the gods, the divifion of lands, marriage contradls,

and inheritances ; criminal laws exerted their ri^^ouf

only in regard to crimes whofe effedls were mofl: ap-

prehended : and in proportion, afterwards, as un-

expeded inconvenicncies arofe, new diforders gave

birth to new laws.

From the union of towns, republics took their

rife ; and, from the bias of all human things to vi-

ciflitude, the form of their government often chan-

ged. The people, tired of a democracy, made a

tranfitLon to ariftocracy, in the room of which they

fubftituted, afterwards, a monarchical government.

This was brought about two ways ; for either the

people placed their confidence in the eminent virtue

of one of their fellow citizens, or fome ambitious

perfon, by artifice, ufurped the fovereign power.

P 4 There
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There are feW countries but have experienced thelf

different governments j and yet all of them have had

different laws.

Ofiris is the firfl: legiflator mentioned in profane

Hflory * ; he was king of Egypt, and eftablifhed laws;

for that country. Thefe laws, to which eyen fove-

reigns fubpiitted, regulated the government of the

kingdom, and direded, at the fame time^ the con-

du61: of individuals.

The kings of thofe days acquired the love of the

people, only inafmuch as they conformed to thefe

laws. ofiris "j" appointed thiriy judges, the chief of

whom wore about his neck the image of truth, hang-

ing by a gold chain : to be touched by this image

was carrying the caufe.

Oiiris regulated the worfnip of the gods, the di-

"vifion of lands, and the diflindion of ranks and con-

ditions : he forbad the perrons of debtors to be ar-

reted ; and banirtied the feducing charms of rheto-

ric from public pleadings The Egyptians pledged

the dead bodies of their fathers, and left them with

their creditors for fecurity ; and it was the utmoft

infamy not to redeem them before their death. This

legiflator thought it was not fufficient to punifh men
"while they v^'cre living ; for which reafon, he efta-

bliilied a tribunal to judge thern afier they were

ticad, to the end, that the infamy annexed to their

condemnation might ferve as a fpur to excite the

living to virtue.

Mext to the laws of the Egyptians, thofe of the

Cretans are the mofl antient. 1 heir legiflator, Mi-

nos, gave out that he was fon of Jupiter, and that

he

* Herodotus ar.d Diodorus Siculus.

I
Some authors add Ills al/b.
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fie had received thefe laws from his father, in order

to render them more venerable.

Lycurgus, king of Sparta, made ufe of Minos*$

laws, to which he added fome of thofe of Ofiris,

which he colleded in his travels through Egypt.

He banifhed gold, filver, and all forts of coins and

fuperfluous arts from his republic ; and he made an

equal divifion of lands among the citizens.

As the chief intent of this legiflator was to form

his people to war, he difcouraged every kind of paf-

£on that might enervate their courage. With this

view, he permitted the promifcuous ufe of women
among the citizens, by which means the ftate was

peopled, and an attachment to the foft endearments

of marriage was prevented* The children were all

brought up at the public expence ; and when a fa-

ther could prove that his new born infant was not

found, he was allowed to kill him. Lycurgus thought

that a man, who was unable to bear arms, was not

fit to live.

fie made a regulation that the Helotes, who were

a kind of fiaves, fiiould manure the lands ; and that

the Spartans fhould be employed only in military ex-

ercifes.

Girls were admitted, as well as boys, to wreftle

in public, on which occafion they both performed

naked.

They eat all together in public, and no difference

was made of rank or condition.

Strangers were forbidden to make any flay in

Sparta, left their manners fhould corrupt thofe intro-

duced by Lycurgus.

There was no punifnment againfl thieves, unlefs

they were detefted in the fadt. Lycurgus 's aim was

to form a military republic, and he fucceeded.

Dra-
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Dracon f was the firft who made laws for the

Athenians ; but thefe were fb rigorous, that it wa$

ftiid they were written rarher with blood than ink.

We have feen in what manner laws were eftabiifh-

ed in Egypt, and at Sparta : Jet us now inquire how
they were reformed at Athens.

The diforders which univerfally prevailed in At-

tica, and the unhappy confequences apprehended

from thence, rendered it necelTary to have recourfe

to fome prudent perfon, who fhouid be judged ca-

pable of reforming fo many abufes. The poor, who
were expofed to the moft cruel oppreflion from the

rich, becaufe of their debts, thought of chuling to

themfelves a chief, who fliould deliver them from the

tyranny of their creditors.

During thefe dilFenfions, Solon was named Archon,

and fupreme ruler, by the unanimous confent of the

people. The rich, as Plutarch fay^, approved of

him readily, as he was rich j and the poor, becaufe

he was honeft.

Solon releafed the debtors, and gave the citizen?

a power of making tefiaments.

He allowed that fuch women as had the plea of

impotency againft their husbands, might chufe them-

felves others from among their relations.

Thefe laws inflicted punifhments on idlenefs ; they

acquitted thofe who killed an adulterer ; and prohi-

bited the committing the wardHiip of children to their

next relations.

If a man had but one eye, he who put out the

ether was fentenced to Iq[q both his ; and men of

debauched

f Dracon punifhed even the fmalleft faults with death ; he

went Co far as to profecute inanimate things : thus a ftatue, for

example, which had hurt a perfon, by falling upon him; was

banilhed the city.
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jlebaached morals were not fufTered to Ipeak in pu-

blic afTemblies.

Solon made no law agalnft parricide : as this crime

had never been heard of among the Athenians, he

thought, that to forbid it, would be rather giving

them a notion of committing it-

He ordered all his laws to be depojfited in the Areo-

pagus. This court was founded by Cecrops, and

in the beginning was compofed of thirty judges, v^ho

were afterwards increafed to five hundred. They
held their fittings by night, and the orators were al-

lowed only to ftate the cafe of their clients, without

endeavouring to excite the pailions.

The Athenian laws were afterwards received at

Rome : but as the laws of the Romans became thofe

of the feveral nations which they fubdued, it will be

neceffary to enlarge a little upon this fubjed.

Romulus was the founder and firfl legiflator of
Rome. We have the following few fragments of
his laws remaining.

He ordained, that the kings fliould have the fu-

preme authority in things relating to the adminiftra-

tion of juftice, and to religion ; that no credit (hould

be given to the fables that are told of the gods ; that

no notions (hould be propagated concerning their

nature, but fuch as are pure and religious ; and no-

thing bafe or diflhonourable ihould be attributed to

thofe happy beings. Plutarch adds, that it is impi'

ous to imagine the Deity takes any pleafure in the

charms of a mortal beauty. And yet this king, who
had fo little fuperftition in other refpeds, ordained

that nothing fhould be undertaken without firll con-

fulting the augurs.

Rom.ulus placed the Patricians in the fenate, and

divided
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divided the Plebeians into tribes ; and as to the flavcs,

they were not confidered at all.

Husbands had a right to punifh their wives with

death, when they were convi<5led of adultery or drun-

kennefs.

Fathers had an unlimited power over their chil-

dren ; they were allowed to deftroy their new-born

infants, that had any monftrous deformity. Parri-

cide was punifhed with death j if a patron defrauded

his client, he was held infamous ; and if a ftep-daugh-

ter happened to ftrike her father, fhe was abandone4

to the vengeance of the houfhold gods. Romulus

would have even the very walls of towns to be ft-

cred ; hence he flew his brother Remus, for having

tranfgreffed this law, by leaping over the walls of

the new town.

This prince eftabllfhed alfo afylums, one of which

was near the Tarpeian rock.

To thefe laws of Romulus, Numa added fome new
cnes : as this prince was very religious, and had

right notions of the Deity, he prohibited the repre-

fenting of God in the refemblance of man or beaft.

Hence, for the fpace of one hundred and fixty years

from the foundation of Rome, there were no images

In the Roman temples,

Tullus Hoftilius, in order to encourage the pro-

pagation of the fpecies, decreed, that if a woman
was delivered of three children at a birth, theyfhoqld

be maintained at the public eK;pence tiU the age of

puberty.

We find, among Tarquin's laws, that he obliged

each citizen to give in an account of his eftate to the

king, under a fevere penalty if he failed ; that he

regulated the donations and offerings which private

perfons
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jperfons made to the temples ; and that, among e*

thers, he permitted manumitted jQaves to be admitted

into the tribes of the city. This prince's laws wer«

alfo favourable to debtors.

Such were the principal laws which the Romans
deceived under their kings. They were collected into

one body by Sextus Papirius, from whom they took

the name of the Papirian code.

As moft of thofe laws had been made for a mo-
narchical government, they were abolifhed upon the

expullion of their kings.

Valerius Poplicula, Brutus's colleague in the con-

fulate, and a great favourite of the people, for ha-

ving been one of the principal authors of the liberty

of Rome, publifhed new laws, adapted to the go-

vernment lately eftabliihed.

Thefe laws allowed an appeal from the magiftrates

to the people, and prohibited, upon pain of death,

the accepting of any poft or dignity without their con-

fent. He diminilhcd the public taxes, and made it

lawful to kill any perfon who fhould afpire to the

fovereign power.

It was not till fome time after Poplicula, that ufu-

ry was eftablifhed ; the Patricians at Rome carried

It even to twelve per cent. If the debtor could

not fatisfy his creditor, he was dragged to prifon,

iand he and his whole family were reduced to llavery.

The feverity of this law feemed fc intolerable to

to the Plebeians, who were often viflims to it, that

they complained againfl: the confuls. The fenate

was inflexible ; and the people being provoked at

this treatment, retired to the Mons Sacer ; where

they might treat with the Patricians upon equal terms.

The confequence ©f this fecefllon v/as; that they

di4
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Sd not return to Rome, till it was agreed that their

debts fliould be abolifhed, and magiftrates were cre-

ated by the name of Tribunes, with a proper autho-

rity to maintain their rights. Thefe tribunes reduced

the interefl of money to halfper cent, and, at lengthy.

it was intirely aboliilied for a time.

The two orders of which the Roman republic

was compofed, were continually forming ambitious

projects, to increafe their refpedive power ; and

from hence arofe continual diftrufts and jealoufies*

Some faiftious citizens made it their bulmefs to flat-

ter the people, by pu(hing their pretenfions to a pitch

of extravagance ; and fome young fenators, men of

ftrong paffions, and of no lefs pride, contributed

frequently to render the refolutions of the fenate too

fevere.

The Agrarian law, relating to th^divifion of lands,"

was a fource of frequent animofities. This difpute

was firfl: ftarted in the year 267 of the foundation of

Rome. The fenate found means, fometimes, to ftifle

thefe difTenfions, by employing the people in mili-

tary operations ; but they were always revived, and

continued till the year 300.

Rome, at length, grew fenfible of the neceflity of

having recourfe to laws that might fatisfy both par-

ties. With this view they fcnt Pofthumius Albus,

Antonius Manlius, and Sulpicius Camerinus, to A-

thens, in order to make a compilement of Solon's

laws. Thefe ambaffadors, who, at their return,

were chofen among the decemvirs, digefted thefe laws,

which the fenate approved by a decree, and the peo-

ple by a plebifcitum. They were engraved on ten

copper tables, and the year following two more were

added to them. This conftituted the body of laws,

(9
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fo Weil known by the name of that of the twelve ta^

bles.

Thefe laws limited the power of fathers over their

children ; they inflidted puniftiments on guardians

who defrauded their wards ; and they allowed people

to leave their eflates by will to whom they pleafed.

But the triumvirs ordained afterwards, that the te-

ilators fhould be obliged to leave a fourth part of

their fortune to their next heirs ; and this is the o-

rigin of what we call the Legitim, or the fharc

that a child has by law in his parent's eftate *.

Children, born ten months after the death of their

father, were declared legitimate ; and the emperor

Adrian extended this privilege to eleven months.

Divorce, a thing as yet unknown to the Romans,

had not the force of law till it was eftablifhed by the

twelve tables. Punifhments were alfo inflided againft

injurious adlions, words, and writings.

Even the intention of committing parricide was

punifhed with death.

The citizens were impowered to kill a thief, if

lie had been taken with arras about him, or if he

had broke into their houfe by night.

Falfe witnelTes were fentenced to be tumbled down
from the Tarpeian rock. In criminal caufes, the

plaintiff was allowed two days to draw up his accu-

fation, of which he gave notice ; and the defendant

had three days to make his anfwer, and prepare for

a defence f . If it appeared, upon trial, that the

plaintiff had falfly accufed the defendant, he was

condemned to the fame punifliment as would have

been

* there were only two forts of heirs ah intejlato ; the chil-

dren and the relations by the male fex.

f The defendant appeared in a fuppiiant pofture before the

ttagiftrate, with hi» relations and clients.
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been ini^Idled on the defendant, if the- latter had beeM

found guilty of the charge.

This is ihe fubftance of the laws of the twelve

tables ; laws vof fo excellent a nature, that Tacitus

fays, all good inftitutions ended with them. What-
ever was moft perfe^ in the Egyptian and Greek

laws centered in thefe. They were fo equitable as

not to reftrain the liberty of the citizens, but in fuch

cafes as the abufe of it might be prejudicial to the

tranquillity of families, and to the fecurity of thtf

republic.

The authority of the fenate, which was continu*

ally clafhing with the privileges of the people, the

immoderate ambition of the Patricians, the pretenfi-

ons of the Plebeians, v/hich were perpetually increaf-

ing, together with many other caufes, which may
be feen in hiftory, raifed new difturbances, and flung

the republic into violent convulfions. The Gracchi

and the Saturnini publilhed fome fcditlous laws ; and

during the troubles of the civil wars, a vaft number

of decrees v/ere iiTued out, which were occafionally

enforced, accordli^ to the different fuccefs of the

perfons by whom they were enacfted. Sylla abolifhed

the antient laws, and eftabliihed new ones, which

were repealed by Lepidus. The corruption of man-

ners increafmg with thefe donieftic diffenfions, gav6

rife to an infinite number of new inftitutions. Pom-
pey was appointed to reduce them ; and hepublifhed

fome himfelf, which died with him. During five and

twenty years of civil wars, all law and juftice were at

a ftand : and things continued in this confufion till

the reign of Auguftus, who, in his fixth confulate,

re-eftablifhed the antient laws, andaboHflied all thofe

which were made during the inteftinc commotions of

the republic.

At

,m
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At length the emperor Juftinian removed the con

-

fufion which the multiplicity of laws had occaConed

in the ftudy of jurifprudence, by ordering his chan-

cellor Trebonian, to compofe a compleat body of
laws. Accordingly he reduced the whole into three

volumes, which are ftill remaining ; namely, the di-

geft, which contains the opinions of the moft cele-

brated civilians ; the code, which includes the con-

ftitutions of the emperors ; and the inftitutes, which

are an abridgment of the Roman laws.

The excellency of thefe laws was fo greatly ad-

mired, that, after the extindion of the Roman em-

pire, they were adopted by moft civilized nations,

"who made them the ground-work of their jurifpru-

dence.

The Romans had introduced their laws into the

feveral coantries which were obliged to fubmit to

their vidorious arms. They were received by Gaul,

when Julius Csefar fubdued that country, and made

it a province of the empire.

In the fifth century, after the difmembering of

the Roman monarchy, the northern nations over-run

a great part of Europe. Thefe barbarians intro-

duced their own laws and cuftoms among their con-

^uer«?d enemies. Gaul was then invaded by the

Vifigoths, the Burgundians, and the Franks.

Ciovis thought he fhewed an indulgence to his

new fubjects, by leaving them at Jiberty to chufe

either the laws of the conqueror, or of the conquer-

ed. He publifhed the Salic law; and feverahothers

were made by his fuccelTors.

Gnndebald, king of Burgundy, publifhed a decree,

by which he permits the ufe of fingle combats.

Formerly the nobility had a right to j'jdge as fo-

vereigns. and without appeal.
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In the reign of Lewis thefat, the Tupreme and

regd jurifdidlon was eftablifhed in France. We
find that Charles IX. had a defign to reform the

law, and to abridge the proceedings, which appears

by the ordinance of Moulins : and it is very ex-

traordinary that fo wife a defign fiiould have been

formed in the midft of domeftic troubles. But as

the prefident Hainault fays, the chancellor de I'Ho-

pital was always watchful for the welfare of his

country. At length Lewis XIV. ordered all the

laws, from Clovis down to his time, to be reduced

into a body, which took from him the name of

Code Louis.

The Britons, who, as well as the Gauls, were

fubdued by the Romans, received alfo the laws of

their conquerors,

Thefe people, before that time, were governed

by Druids, whofe maxims had the force of laws.

The fathers of families had the power of life and

death over their wives and children. All communi-

cation with ftrangers was forbidden : they put prifo-

iiers of war to death, and facrificed them to the

gods.

The Romans maintained their power and their

laws among thefe iflanders, till the reign of Hono-
rius, who reftored them to their liberty, in the year

4.10, by a folemn a(5l.

The Britons were afterwards attacked by the

Piifts *, the allies of the Scotch ; being but poorly

alTifted by the Romans, and always beaten by the

enemy-, they applied for aid to the Saxons. Thelc

people, who were only auxiliaries at firfl to the Bri-

tons,

* The VlCiSf a people' who came from the country of Meck-
lenburg.



( 227 )

tons, became their mafters ; and, after a war of

150 years, they fubdued the whole ifland.

The Anglo-Saxons introduced their laws into

Britain, the fame as formerly obtained in Germany.

They divided England into feven kingdoms, which

had each its feparate government. All of them had

general affemblies f, compofed of nobles, the mid-

ling people, and the order of the peafants. This

form of government, which had a mixture of mo-
narchy, ariftocracy, and democracy, has continued

to our time ; for the authority is ftili divided be-

tween the king, the houfe of lords, and the houfe

of commons.

Alfred the great gave England the firft body of

laws. Though thefe laws were mild, yet this prince

was inexorable to magiftrates convifted of corrupti-

on. It is mentioned in hiftory, that, in one (ingle

year, he ordered four and forty judges to be hang-

ed, who had been guilty of betraying their truft.

By the laws of Alfred the great, every Englifh-

man accufed of a crime, ought to be tried by his

peers ; and the nation ftill preferves this privilege.

England afTumed a new form by the conqueft which
* William duke of Normandy made of that country.

This prince eftablifhed new courts of judicature, a-

mong which that of the exchequer ftill fubfifts ; and

thefe feveral courts followed the king's perfon. He
feparated the ecclefiaftic from the civil jurifdiiflion,

and caufed his laws to be publilhed in the Norman
language ; the fevereft among them, was the prohibiti-

on of hunting, upon pain of mutilation, and evea

of death.

Q^ 2 After

k ^

f Thefe aflcmblies were called Wittenagemot, or the council

of the wife, and their government S:ok the n?aie of heptarchy.

* Crowned at London In iq66.
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After V\^iIIIam the conqueror, the kings his fuc'^

cefTors granted feveral charters.

Henry I. furnamed Beauclerc, gave the nobility

leave to fucceed to inheritances, without paying any

acknowledgment to the fovereign ; he likewife per-

mitted them to marry without the prince's confent.

We find alfo, that king Stephen granted a charter^

by which be declared, that he held his power of the

people and the clergy ; he confirmed the privileges

of the church, and repealed the fevere laws of Wil*

liam the conqueror.

King John, furnamed Lackland, granted his fub-

jedls thfe charter called magna charta, which con-

Ms of 72 articles.

This famous charter regulates the manner of hold-

ing fiefs ; as alfo, the fhare allowed to widows, who
are forbidden to marry again in a hurry, and to

give fecurity not to enter into a fecond marriage at

all without leave of the lord Paramount. It eftabli-

flies courts of juflice infixed places. It forbids the

levying of taxes, without the confent of the com-

mons, uttlefs it be to ranfom the king, to make his

fon a knight, or to endow his daughter: it ordains,

that no body fliall be imprifoned, or deprived either

of life or eftate, withoat being judged by his peers,

and according to the laws of the kingdom. The

king, moreover, engages neither to fell nor to refufe

j.uftlce to any man.

. The laws of Weftminfler, publilfhed by Edward I.

were only a revival of the magna charta, except-

ing that they prohibited the acquifition of lands in

mortmain, and that they baniflied the Jews from the

kingdom.

Though England has a great many good laws,

yet
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yet there is no country perhaps in' Europe, where

they are fo badJy executed. Rapin Thoyras makes

a very good remark, that it is owing to a defecfl in

the government, that the regal power is continually

clafliing with that of the parliament ; that their time

is employed in watching each other, either to main-

tain or to enlarge their authority ; that this jealoufy

between the king and the reprefentatives of the na-

tion takes ofF their attention from the due admini-

ftration of juftice ; and that this reftlefs and tumul-

tuous government is continually altering its laws by

new adts of parliament, according to the exigency

of different conjundures and events ; from v;hence

it follows, that there is no kingdom whatfoever that

has (6 great a need of a reformation in the law as

England.

We have only a few words to add concerning

Germany. We received the Roman lav/s at the time

we fubmitted to the arras of that nation ; and the

reafon of our having ftill preferved them is, becaufe

when the emperors abandoned Italy, they transfer-

red the feat of the empire to our country. And yet

there is not one circle, nor even one principality, of

ever fo fmall an extent, but has its particular cu-

ftoms, which, by length of time, have acquired the

force of laws.

After having explained the manner in which laws

were eftablifiied in moft civilized countries, we fhall

obferve, that where-ever laws were introduced by

the confent of the people, it was neceflitythat caufed

them to be received ; and that in conquered countries',

the laws of the vidtor became thofe of the vanquilli-

ed ; but in both alike they have been confiderably

iacreafed in procefs of time. If we are aftonifhed

0,3 ^^
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at firll fight, that nations ftiould be fubjed to fo

many different laws, we fhali recover from our far'-

prife, when we obferve, that the elTential part of

laws is every where the fame ; I mean thofe, which

inflift punifhments on crimes, for the prefervation of

fociety.

We obferve Ilkewife, upon examining into the

conduit of the wifeft legiflators, that laws ought to

be adapted to the kind of government, and to the

temper and cowftitutions of the nation for which they

are defigned ; that the end proppfed by the beft le-

giflators is the public happinefs j and that, in gene-

ral, thofe laws which are moft agreeable to natural

(Equity, fome few exceptions made, are the beft.

Lycurgus, finding he h^d to deal with an ambiti-

ous people, gave them a kind of laws that were more
proper to make foldiers of them than peaceable ci-

tizens ; and his banifhing gold from his republic,

was, becaufe pf all vices avarice is the moft oppofite

lo military glory,

Solon faid, that he did not give the Athenians the

moft perfedl laws, but the beft they were capable of

:|?eceiving. He confidered not only the temper and

difpojStion of the people, but likewife the fituation of
Athens, which was pear the fea ; for which reafon

he punifhed idlenefs, and encouraged induftry ; nor

^id he prohibit gold and filver, becaufe he was fen-

fible, that his republic could never attain to any

pitch x)f grandeur apd power, but by the pyolperity

<)f its commerce

The laws muft abfolutely be adapted to the tem-

per and difpofition of the people, or there can be

no hopes of their continuing long in force. As the

l^ns were inclined to a democracy, whatever

tendetj
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tenckd to alter that form of government was ex-

tremely odious to them. Hence fo many commoti-

ons for the pafling of the Agrarian law ; the people

flattering themfelves, that, by a divifion of lands,

they fhould eftablifli a kind of equality in the eftates

of the citizens : hence fo many tumults for the abo-

lition of debts ; becaufe the creditors, who were all

Patricians, treated their debtors, the Plebeians, with

inhumanity. Now nothing renders the inequality

of conditions fo odious, as the tyranny which the

rich exercife over the poor with impunity.

We find all forts of laws in all countries ; name-

ly, thofe relating to politics, and to the adminiftra-

tion of government ; thole which regard morals,

and inflid punifhments on criminals; and, laftly,

civil laws, which regulate inheritances, guardianfhips,

the intereft of money, and private contrafts. The
legiflators of monarchies are generally the fovcreigns

themfelves. If their laws are mild and juft, they

will eafily maintain their ground, and the public

will find its advantage in them ; if they are fevere

and tyrannical, they will foon be aboliflied ; becaule

they muft be fupported by violence, and the tyrant

is fingle againft a whole nation, who are impatient

to fupprefs them.

In feveral republics, where private perfons were

the legiflators, their laws fucceeded, only when they

were able to eftablifli a jufl: equilibrium between the

power of the government and the liberty of the ci-

tizens.

It is only in regard to laws which regulate the

morals of the people, that legiflators agree, in ge-

neral, upon the fame principle, excepting that they

are more fevere againft fome crimes than others :

Q, 4 and
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and this, without doubt, becaufe they knew the vices

to which the nation had the ftrongeft bias.

As laws are a kind of barrier againft the inroads

of vice, they muft certainly have recourfe to the ter-^

ror of punifliments to command refpefl. Yet it is

not lefs certain that legiflators, who have fhewn a

diflike to the multiplying of penal laws, are to be

commended as much at leaft for their humanity, as

others for their rigour.

The greateft difference is in civil laws : thofe by

whom they were ellablifhed, found certain ufages in-

troduced before their time, which they did not think

proper to abolifh, for fear of oppofing the prejudices

of the nation ; they (hewed therefore a regard to the

cuftom, by which they were looked upon as innor

cent; and though thefe ufages were not ftridtly equi-

table, yet they adopted them, purely out of regard tQ

their antiquity.

Whofoever has been at the trouble of making 5

clofe inquiry into the nature of laws, muft have

found a great many, without doubt, which, at firft

£ght, feem contrary to natural equity, and yet are

otherwife. I Ihall give only this (ingle inftance of

the right of primogeniture. Nothing appears more

juft, than to make an equal divifion of the paternal

dilate among all the children ; and yet experience

ibews, that even the larg^ll: inheritances, fub-divided

into feveral fhares, will traduce, in time, the moft

opulent families to indigence. This is the reafoa

that parents have chofeni rather to difinherit their

younger fons, than to make fuch a lettlement as muft

inevitaJDly occafion the decline, if not the extindlion of

their families. And, by tjie fame reafon, thofe laws

"V/hJch feem oppreUIve and fevere to fome individual^,
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are yet to be commended, when they 'are conducive

to the welfare of a whole community : for a wife le-

gillator will always prefer the intereft of the whole

to that of a part.

The laws which require the greatefl: circumfpefti-

on and prudence on the part of the legiflature, are

undoubtedly thofe relating to debtors. If they are

favourable to the creditors, the firuation of the de-

bitors becomes too hard, and an unlucky accident

may ruin them for ever : on the other hand, if they

fliould favour the debtors, public credit is hurt, by

Weakening the fecurity of contrafts.

But a juft medium, which at the fame time fup-

ports the validity of contracts, and does not opprefs

the infolvent debitor, is, in my opinion, fo difficult

a thing, as never to be expeded, even from the

wifeft legiflators.

We fhall not enlarge further upon this article ;

the nature of this elTay does not permit us to enter

into a more minute detail ; let us, therefore, con-

fine ourfelves to general reflexions.

A perfed: body of laws would be one of the no-

bleft produdions of the human mind : fuch a work

would require an unity of defign, and fo great an

cxadnefs and proportion of rules, that a ftate di-

reded by thofe laws fhould be like a watch, whofe

wheels are all made for the fame end : it would re-

quire a profound knowledge of the human heart,

and of the temper and conftitution of the people : it

"would require moderation in the infliding of punifii-

ments, fo as to preferve the people's morals, and

yet be neither too mild nor too fevere : it would

require a fingular perfpicuity and diftindnefs in word-

ing the decrees; fo as never to afford the leaft room

for
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For chicanery ; and the decrees themfelves fliould be

an abftraft of the bell regulations of the Civil law,

ingenioufly and fimply applied to the cuftoms df the

nation : in fine, it would require fagacity to provide

againft every cafe that may happen, and judgment to

combine even the rainuteft circuniftances. But per-

feflion is not to be expeded from the frail condition

pf humanity.

The people would have reafon to be fatisfied, if

legi^ator^ were always afluated towards them in the

fame manner as thofe fathers of families who made

the firftlaws, were towards their children ; they lo-

ved their children, and every rule they prefcribed to

them had no other view than the happinefs of their

families.

A few wife laws make a nation happy ; but a mul-

tiplicity of them embarafs the adminiftration of ju-

ftice. As a fldllful phyfieian does not overload his

patient with medicines, fo a wife legiflator does not

burden the public with fuperfluous laws. Medicines,

when too numerous, obflrucfl one another, and have

not their due effed ; fo too many laws become a la-

byrinth, in which the lawyers and juftice itfelf are

loft.

Laws were multiplied among the Romans, by the

frequency of revolutions : every ambitious perfon,

whom fortune favoured, fet up for a legiflator. This

confufion continued, as we have already obferved,

till the time of Auguftus, who repealed all thofe

unjuft decrees, and revived the old laws.

In France, the multiplicity of laws was owing to

the conqueft which the Franks made of that country,

where they introduced their laws, Lewis XI. had a

defign of r€-uniting all thefe different inftitutions,

and
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and of eftablifliing, as he faid himfelf, only one la\»r

"

and one meafure, throughout his dominions.

There are many laws to which men are attached,

only becaufe they are generally flaves to cuftom

:

though better regulations might be fubftituted in their

ftead, yet it would be dangerous, perhaps, to attempt

to meddle with them. The confufion which fuch a

reformation would occafion in the adrainiftration of

juftice, would be produdtive of more mifchief, per-

haps, than the new laws could do good.

And yet this doqs not hinder but there may be

cafes, wherein a reformation fhall appear abfolutely

neceflary ; for example, when there are laws con-

trary to the public good, and to natural equity
j

when they are couched in vague and obfcure terms

;

and, laftly, when they imply a contradiction either in

the meaning or in the words.

Let us endeavour to Uladrate this matter by a few

examples. The laws of Ofiris, in regard to thieves

and robbers, will ferve as an inftance in the firft

cafe. By thefe it wa& ordained, that whoever enterr

ed himfelf of their gang, fhould give in his name to

their chief, and promife to deliver him all the booty

he fhould purloin, Thofe who had been robbed ap-

plied to the chief of the gang, who returned them to

the right owner, on condition of his paying a fourth

part of their value. The legiflator imagined, that,

by this expedient, they fhould put every citizen ii^

the way of recovering what had been ftolen from

him, by paying a moderate fum to redeem it ; where-

as this was the way to make all the Egyptians thieves.

Doubtlefs this was far from being the intent of Ofiri^

in the enading of this law ; unlefs it may be faid,

^hat he connived at theft; as an evil which it was

jmpofTibl^
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impoiTible to prevent intirely ; in the fame manner

as at Amfterdam they tolerate the Spiel houfes, and

at Rome the public Itews.

And yet, if iiich a law as that of Olrris fhould

unfortunately happen to be eftablilhed in any parti-»

cukr country, a regard to morals, as well as to the

public fecurity, requires the abolition of it.

The French are the very reverfe of the Egyptl*

ans ; the latter were too mild, the former were too

(evere. The rigour of the French laws is extremes

ly terrible ; the leaft petty larceny is punifhed with

death. And the reafon they give for it is, that by

hanging pickpockets they deftroy the feed of robbers

and airaflins.

But natural equity requires there fliould be fome

proportion between the punifhment and the crime.

Robberies attended with murder deferve to be punilhr

ed with death ; but thofe which are committed with-

out offering violence, may be attended with circum-*

dances that fometimes are capable of exciting com-

paffion towards the criminal.

Infinite is the diftance between the fituation of

the rich and that of the poor : the one rolls in mo-

ney, and riots in fuperfluity ; the other is forfaken

by fortune, and dellitute even of neceffaries. Sup-

pofe a poor fellow fteals, through want, a few gui-

neas^ a gold watch, or fome fuch thing, from a per-

fon to whom fuch a lofs is but a mere trifle ; is this

a fufficient reafon to condemn the wretch to death ?

does not humanity call upon us to foften the feve-f

rity of the punifhment ? It feems, indeed, that this

law was made by the rich : and have not the poor a

right to fay, " Is there no compaffion for our mife-

*^ rable fituation i If you were charitable; you would
'' be
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** be humane ; if you rellevec! us in our didrefs,

" we fhould not rob : we ask you, whether it be
** fair, that all the pleafures of life fliould fall to
*' your fhare, and nothing but mifery to ours ?"

In Pruflia we have taken a middle way between

the remifnefs of the Egyptians, and the feverity of

the French. We do not punirti a fimple theft with

death, but only confine the delinquent^for a certain

time. Perhaps it would be ftill better to introduce

the law of retaliation, which was obferved amongft

the Jews, whereby the thief was obliged to reftore

double the value of what he had ftolen, or to yield

himfelf the (lave of the perfon he had robbed. Thus,

by contenting ourfelves with infliding only flight pu-

nifhments for flight faults, we referve capital punifli-

mcnts for banditti, murderers, and afFaflins, fo as to

proportion the puniihment always to the crime.

There is no lav/ fo fliocking to humanity as that

of Sparta and Rome, which conferred the power of

life and death to fathers over their children. In

Greece, if a father happened to be Co poor as to be

imable to provide for his family, he was allowed to

kill every new born infant that he could not main-

tain. Both in Sparta and Rome, if a child was bora

with any notable deformity, this was fufficient to

impower the father to deprive him of life. We are

perfectly fenf.ule of the barbarity of thole laws, be-

caufe they are not ours; but let us inquire, for a

while, whether fome of ours are not equally unjuft.

Is not there fomething very hard in the manner

in which we punifh thofe who caufe abortions .'* God
forbid I fliould attempt to excufe the horrid action

of thofe cruel Medeas, who, deaf to the cries of na-

ture; dcftroy the unborn infrnt^ by refuflng to give it

time
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time to come to light ! But let the reader lay afid«

all prejudices arifing from cuftom, and be pleafed ta

give attention to the reflexions I am going to offer.

Do not the laws brand with infamy a woman who
is brought to bed out of lawful wedlock ? Suppofe

a girl, of a tender difpofition, is deceived by the fal-

lacious promifes of a debauchee, the confequence of

her credulity is, that fhe muft take her choice, either

to lofe her reputation, or the unhappy fruit which

fhe has conceived. Are not the laws to biame for

reducing her to this terrible dilemma ? and does not

the {everity of the judges deprive the ftate of two

fubjedts at once ? of the child, who has perifhed by

abortion, and of the mother, who might have re-

paired this fault by a legitimate propagation ? To
this it will be anfwered, that there are foundling

hofpitals ; and I own, that thefe fave the lives of a

multitude of baftard children : but would it not be

better to ftrike at the very root of the evil, and to

preferve fo many poor creatures, who come to a mi-

ferable end, by abolifhing the note of infamy which

attends defultoryand unguarded embraces ?

But nothing is more cruel than the pradice of put-

ting criminals to the torture : the Romans ufed it

againfl: their {laves, whom they confidered as a kind

of domeftic cattle ; but it was not allowed againft a

citizen.

The torture is ufed in Germany againft malefadors,

after their convi<5lion, to oblige them to confefs their

crime. In .France it is ufed to prove the fadt, or to

difcover the accomplices. In England they had for-

merly the ordeal, or purgation by fire * and by wa-

ter,

* The ordeal by fire was, by obliging the perfon accuCed to hold

a piece of hot iron between bis hands ; if he was To lucky as not

be hurt, he wa.> accitrirced ^ if orherwife, he was punilhed as guihy.
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ter t ; at prefent they have a kind of torture lefs fe-

vere, indeed, than the ordinary one, but which a-

mounts pretty near to the fame thing.

I hope I need make no apology for condemning

the ufe of the torture ; for prefuming to take the

part of humanity againfl: a pradice fo fhameful to

Chriftians, and to all civiUzed nations ; and, if .1

may venture to add, a pradice as ufelefs as cruel.

Quintiiian, the moft learned, and moft eloquent

of rhetoricians, treating of the torture, fays, it is a

thing that depends on conftitution. A villain, of

a robuft habit of body, will deny the fad: ; when an

innocent perfon, of a weak conftitution, {hall own
it. Suppofe a man is accufed of a crime, and there

are fufpicious circumftances againft him ; the judge

is dubious, and wants to come at the truth ; the

poor wretch is then put to the torture. If he is

innocent, is it not barbarity to make him fufFer mar-

tyrdom ? If the violence of the pain obliges him to

depofe againft himfeif, is it not the mod fliocking

inhumanity to rack and condemn to death a virtuous

citizen, againft whom there are only fufpicious cir-

cumftances ? It would be much better to pardon

twenty who are guilty, than wrongfully to condema
one innocent perfon. If laws ought to be made for

the good of the people ; how is it poiTible to bear

with fuch as thefe, which lay the judges under a

neceflity of committing, in method and form, adions
that are fhocking, in the higheft degree, to human
nature ?

It is now eight years fince the practice of tortur-

ing criminals has been aboliftied in Pruffia. We are

fure

f The ordeal by water was, hy tying the perfon accnfeJ, and
throwing him into the water; if he did not link, he was acc[uit-

ted.
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fure not to confound the innocent with the guilty j

and yet juftice is as well admlniftred as formerly.

Let us now examine into thefe vague laws and te-

dious proceedings which have need of a reformation.

There was a law in England that prohibited bi*

gamy : upon this a man was charged with being

married to five wives ; but as the law was not clear

and diftindl in regard to the cafe, and as they inter*

pret it literally, the man was acquitted. To render

this law clear, it fhould be worded thus : that who-

ever is married to more wives than one fhall be pu-

nifhed, <bc. The want of diflinftnefs in the word-

ing of laws, and the literal interpretation of them in

England f, has occafioned the moft ridiculous abufes.

Clear laws prevent chicanery and cavilling, for

they are to be underllood according to the meaning

of the letter ; when they are indiftindl or obfcure,

we are obliged to have recourfe to the intention of

the legiilator ; and, in (lead of judging of fadts, our

time is taken up in defining them.

The chicanery of lawyers is kept up chiefly by

fuccefFions and contracts ; for which reafon the laws

relating to thefe articles have need of the greateft

perfpicuity. if we are fo nice with regard to words,

in writing trifling pieces for amufement ; how much

more fcrupulous ought we to be in weighing the

terms of the law, by which the lives and property

' of the people are to be decided ?

There are two rocks which judges ought to avoid

splitting upon^ corruption and error ; their confci-

ence

f Muralt. A man flit another's nofe, and was taken wp and

profecuted for maiming the king's fubjed ; but in his defence

he maintained, that tl-c p.->rt he had cut was not a member ;
and

he parh'ament was obn;.Ted to make anew aft, declaring, that

^hcnoft fhciild be lyokcd.upen as a member,
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ence fhould fecure them againd the firil, and the

iegillature againft the fecond. This is principally ef-

feded by the perfplculty of the laws, which leaves

no room for cavilling ; and, in the next place, by

the fimplicity of the pleadings. The council may
be ordered to confine themfelves to a plain narration

of the fact, fupported by fome proofs, and terraina.-

ting in an epilogue, or a fiiort recapitulation. No-
thing bears fuch a fway with it as the art of mana-

ging the pafHonsJn the mouth of an eloquent orator

:

he feizes, as it were, on the mind of the jadge ; he

fecures him in his interefi ; he excites his paflions ;

and he impelis him, in fine, like a torrent : thus

the juftice of the caufe is facrificed to the bewitching

charms of eloquence. Lycurgiis and Solon prohibi-

ted this kind of oratory ; and if we meet with fome

inftances of it in Deniofthenes's Philippics, andin the

orations pro CoronU) by him and Efchines, we are

to obferve, that they were not pronounced before the

court of Areopagus, but before the people ; that the

Philippics are of the deliberative kind ; and that thole

pro Corona are rather of the demonftrative than of

the judicial kind.

The Romans were not fo fcrupulous as the Greeks

in regard to their judicial pleadings. There is not

bne of Cicero's pleas but is v/orked up v;ith all the

art of moving the pallions. I am forry to fay it of

this great orator ; but we find in his oration p^(?

Cluentio, that he had pleaded before for the oppofite

party : and though Gluentius's caufe does not feeni

abfolutely good, yet it was carried by the impofing

art of the orator, Cicero's mafter-piece is. v.'Ithout

doubt, the peroration pro Fonteio ; it gained his

client the canfe, though he appears guilty. What
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sn abufe of eloquence, thus to evade the very bed

of laws by its iliufive charms !

Pruflia has followed this example of Greece, by^

banifhing the dangerous fubtilties of eloquence froni

her courts of judicature : and for this fhe is indebted

to the wifdom of thshigh chancellor, whofe probity,

learning, and indefatigable adivity, would have been

an honour to the Greek and Roman republics, even

at the time -when they were moll* fruitful in great

men.

There is ftiil another article remaining, which

ought to be included under the obfcurity of laws

;

this is the tedious praclice of the courts, or the

number of de]a3'S which the parties at law muft go

through before the fuit is determined. Whether
they are injured by the iniquity of the laws, or whe-

ther their rights are confounded, 'or whether the

length of the procfedings fwallows up the very pro-»

perty for which they are conteiting, and deprives

them of the advantages due to them, it all amounts

to the fame ; one may be a greater evil than the o-

ther ; but all abufes want a reformation. Whatever

lengthens the courfe of proceedings, gives a confide-

rable advantai-e to the rich over the poor ; they find

means to fpin out the caufe from time to time, till

they ruin their adverfary, and are left to run the

race by themlelves.

Law fuirs formerly laded in our country above an

hundred years Even 'when the caufe had been de-

cided by five courts, the party who was caft .might

appeal, in open contempt of juftice, to the univerfi-

ties, and the Civilians altered the fentence as they

thought proper. Tbus the party at law mujfl: have

been very unlucky indeed, if in live different courts,
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and I know not how many univerfitles, he could meet

with no body whofe heart was open to venality and

corruption. This method of proceeding is now a-

boliflied; caufes are determined finally in the third

inftance ; and judges are allowed only the Ipace of a

year to decide the moft intricate caufes.

We fliall conclude with a few remarks concerning

thofe laws which imply a contradidion either in the

words or in the fenfe.

When the laws of a country are not reduced into

one body, they muft needs contradidt one another

very frequently. As they are the work of different

legiflators, who have not all proceeded on the fame

plan, they muft v/ant that unity v/hich is fo eUential-

ly requilite in all matters of importance.

Quintilian treats this fubje<5l in his inftitutes ; and

we find, in Cicero's orations, that he frequently

oppofes one law againfl: another. The fame may be

obferved in the hillory of France, in regard to the

edids, which are fometimcs in favour of, and fome-»

times. againft the Huguenots. The neceflity ofdi-

gefting thefe ordinances is fo much the more indif-

peniible, as nothing is more contrary to the majeiiy

of laws (which are always fuppofed to be eftablifhed

with deliberation and prudence) than to find them
openly contradidtory to each other.

The law againft duels is juft and equitable, as our

very reafon tells us ; and yet it has not anfv/ered the

end which princes expeded. Prejudices of a more
antient date than this law, have hindered it from ta-^

king effed: ; and the public, who* are generally car-

ried away by falfe notions, feem to have entered into

a tacit agreement not to obey it. A miftaken point

of honour^ .but generally received; bids defiance to
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the power of fovereigns ; and, indeed, they cannot

put this law in full force without being guilty of st

kind of cruelty. Every man, who has had the mif-

fortune of being infulted by an inconfiderate fool,

paffes for a coward all over the world, if he does not

revenge the affront, by the death of the perfon who
offered it. If the injury is done to a man of family,

he is looked upon as unworthy of the noble titles he

bears, unlefs he demand fatisfadion ; and if he be-

longs to the army, and does not take this method of

deciding the difference, he Is obliged to quit the fer-

vice with ignominy ; nor will he afterwards find em-

ployment in any court in Europe. What method

then muft a private perfon take, if he happens to be

engaged in fo thorny an affair ? mull he incur infajmy

and difgrace by obeying the law ? or fhall he not

lather run the rifque of his life and fortune to fave

his reputation ?

The difficulty that how remains is, to find out

an expedient for faving the honour of private perfon s,

and of preferving, at the fame time, the law iii its

full vigour.

The authority of the greateft princes has been in-

cITedual againft this barbarous cuftom. Lewis XIV.
Frederick I. and Frederick-William, publilhed very

fevere edifls againft duels, but all to no purpofe

;

only that duels afterwards changed their name, and

were called rencounters ; and feveral noblemen, wha
were killed on thefe occaflons, were faid to have died

fuddenly,

, If all the princes in Europe do not appoint a con-

grefs, and unanimoufly agree to brand with infamy

thofe who, in contempt of their laws, attempt to

cut one another's throat in thefe fingle combats ; if,
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J fey, they do not enter into an agreement, not ta

afford any kind of afylum to this kind of murderers,

and to inflid fevere puni'hments on fuch as (hall in-

iiilt their equals either by word, deed, or writing,

there will never be an end of duels.

Let me not be charged with having copied the

yifionary notions of the Abbe de St Pierre. 1 fee na>

impoflibility in this, that private perfons ftiould fub-

|nit their quarrels to the decifion of judges, no more

than in fubmitting the difputes they may have rela-

ting to property. And why fliould not princes af-

femble a congrefs for the general good of mankind,

after having held fo many fruitlefs ones for matters

of leflTer importance ? To return to the point ; I may
venture to maintain that this is the only effe<5tual

way of abolifhing, throughout Europe, tliat ill-judg-

ed notion of honour, which has coft the lives of fo

many brave men, whofe country might have expe(ftr

ed the raoft eminent fervices from their abilities.

Such is the abftra(5t of the reflexions that have oc*

curred to me upon laws. I have confined myfelf tot

the outlines, without drawing a full plan ; and yet

I am afraid I have faid too much.

The laft remark I have to make is, that thofe na-

tions who have but juft begun to fhake off their bar-?

baroufnefs, feem to require a greater feverity of laws ;

but nations that have been long civilized, and whofe

manners are^ gentle and mild, have need of humane
legiflators.

To imagine that men are all devils, and to fall upon

them with inveterate rancour, is the vifionary notion

of a four mifanthrope : to fuppofe that they are all

angels, and to leave them intirely to their own gui-

dance, is the dream of a filly monk ; to be perfua-
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ile3 that they are neither all good, nor ali bad ; tq

reward virtupus adlidhs even beyond their merit ; tQ

punifti vicious ones below their defert ; is (hewing

indulgence to their infirniities, and humanity to theni;

gll ; and, in fine, is ading like a reafonable man.
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